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P. J. KENEDY & SONS announces with pleasure a Fall list of new publications, and 
reprints of long out of print old favorites. 


There are on the list such titles as the new EDWARD LEEN-JAMES KEARNEY book, OUR 
BLESSED MOTHER (1). Fathers Kearney and Leen did not live to complete this manuscript, but an 
editor was appointed to prepare the manuscript for publication. All that needs be said is that it is 
stamped with their genius and will rank as a standard work on the subject. Allied to it somewhat, 
speaking of standard works, is the biography of the — of the Little Flower, THE STORY OF A 
FAMILY (2) by Rev. Stephan Piat, O.F.M. Father Piat has included much hitherto unpublished 
material by the Saint herself in this companion volume to the Autobiography. If you would watch 
the wonder of grace working in a soul, if you would see the Divine Plan working itself out to fulfill- 
ment, then this is the book for you. 


The first of two books that are new and stimulating in every way is, ANY SAINT TO ANY NUN 
(3), an anthology of letters written by various Saints to nuns. The selection covers a wide range, 
including ‘such titles as “Criticizing the Community,” “Choosing a Name,” “Tremendous Trifles,” and 
many others rich in piety, wisdom and humor. It is the kind of book you read with pleasure and 
decide to give to all your friends. Any nun — and even any lay-person — would be glad to get it. The 
Second of these is by a man with a DIFFERENT point of view. He is Rev. William Regnat, O.S.B., 
and he thinks that the uncompromising austerity, and almost impossible initial goals set by some 
spiritual writers, discourages, rather than encourages the beginners in the spiritual life. Into his book, 
LIGHT AMID SHADOWS (4) he has written the knowledge and understanding gained through many 
years as a Spiritual Director. He knows the beginner’s problems, failures and successes and writes 
of them with high optimism and gentle humor. 


Truth may not be stranger than some of the fiction that has been appearing recently, but certainly 
it is often more dramatic and always more edifying. In BEHOLD THIS HEART (5), Rev. H. J. Heagney 
tells in novel form the magnificent story of St. Margaret Mary Alacoque. All her life Margaret fought 
against persons and events that sought to swerve her from the path God had indicated that she was 
to follow. Her actions were met with hostile opposition and misunderstanding until she met the friend, 
Claude de la Colombiere, appointed by God to help her and spread her message throughout the world. 
Father Heagney has fashioned material from the authentic records of the Jesuit and Visitation Orders 
into an exciting narrative that the reader will find hard to lay aside. 

One of the publishing events of the last season was the appearance of the first two volumes of a 
translation of the writings of St. John Eudes. Now, two more volumes of this new translation are 
nearing completion and will make their appearance soon, THE PRIEST (6) and MEDITATIONS ON 
VARIOUS SUBJECTS (7). The first is a lasting contribution to pastoral theology that should find its 
way into every priest’s library. In the form of a reminder of the priest’s obligations and duties to 
God and to his flock, it is extensive in scope, human in its practical applications and sublime in its 
analysis of priestly love for souls. MEDITATIONS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS treats of our dependence 
- — in the form of meditations that are ideally suited for retreats as well as private and individual 

evotions. 

THE CHRISTIAN SACRIFICE (8) is a translation by Dom Illtyd Trethowan of Eugene Masure’s 
LE SACRIFICE DU CHEF. The theme of the work is the idea of sacrifice. In developing this idea the 
Author studies sacrifice in general, the Sacrifice of the Cross, and the Sacrifice of the Eucharist in turn. 

Our fall reprints will comprise THE VIRTUE OF TRUST ($3.75) by Paul de Jaegher, S.J., GOD 
WITHIN US, ($2.75) by Raoul Plus, S.J., and THE LIFE THAT IS LIGHT, ($4.50) by Archbishop Goodier, 
S.J. This last work, formerly in 3 volumes, will appear as a single volume. 

We are especially pleased to announce that Abbot Cabrol’s ROMAN MISSAL, unavailable since 
before the war, will be back in stock. 


These prices are tentative. 


(1) OUR BLESSED MOTHER by Revs. Edward Leen, C.S.Sp., and James Kearney, C.S.Sp.. . . $3.50 
(2) THE STORY OF A FAMILY, The Biography of the venaed of St. eneunen ~~ Rev. hatamens Joseph 

Piat, O.F.M. — $3.50 
(3) ANY SAINT TO ANY NUN (Already Published) . ae + ae ce eee ee ee 
(4) LIGHT AMID SHADOWS by Rev. William Regnat, O.S. B. ote: ee Tb. eo ae 
(5) BEHOLD THIS HEART by H. J. Heagney .........2.2.2.+. 2... . . $8.50 
(6) THE PRIEST by St. John Eudes .. . . st ee eS a ee See 
(7) MEDITATIONS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS by St. John Eudes. er ae a ee ee ee ee 
(8) THE CHRISTIAN SACRIFICE by Eugene Masure. ............ . . $4.75 


Ld) ite P. J. KENEDY & SONS 
12 BARCLAY STREET . NEW YORK 8, N. Y. 
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The Reviewer’s Duty 


“  . . in judging a book, a reviewer 
ought to consider it not only from the 
point of view of composition, but also 
from the point of view of impact. What 
effect will this book have on the reader? 
... Very few except the book-reviewers 
read novels critically. Reviewers are apt 
to judge from the literary point of view. 
The author excels in satire, or in char- 
acter-drawing, they say. They look for 
consistency in the characters, skillful 
story-telling, or finesse in composition. 
If these critics have a Catholic conscience 
they are concerned with whether evil is 
presented as attractive. ... 

“ . . if the critic is a realist or a pro- 
realist in the ‘Romantic-Realist’ argu- 
ment, his literary conscience and his 
Catholic conscience sometimes conflict. 
He then solves his dilemma by assuring 
himself and those who read his review 
that the book in question is for adult 
readers. It is for adult readers that the 
greatest danger lies in the reader-im- 
pact of a book. Adults, physical or moral, 
read what children, physical or moral, 
would not be interested in . . . (and) 
most of them without realizing it, (are) 
attracted to read further and further be- 
cause of the very literary excellence 
which the reviewers praise. . 

“|, the characters become as real 
people and the readers spends a goodly 
portion of their lives with them. He 
knows them better than he knows his 
own relatives. He suffers with them, re- 
joices . . . sympathizes. . . . It is just 
- here that the danger lies. When char- 
acters are portrayed in their evil mo- 
ments the reader feels, ‘How like my- 





Some New Books 
(From BOT reviews ) 


Art in the Early Church 
by Walter Lowrie (Pantheon, 
$6.50). 
By Protestant theologian-archeolo- 
gist-Kierkegaard expert; text & 500 
illustrations on creative expressions 
of first Christians—in catacombs, 
frescoes, sarcophagi, churches, 
Bibles, industry, dress. . . . 

No Lasting Home 
by Joseph Dever (Bruce, $3). 
Immature first-novel. 

The Solution of the 

German Problem 
by Wilhelm Roepke (Putnam, $3). 
Competent study by one who 
knows, reaching into past for clues 
to future of this crossed-up coun- 
try. 

So! You Want to Get Married 
by Dorothy Fremont Grant 
(Bruce, $2.50). 
Serious but blythe-styled marriage 
talk, emphasizing essential require- 
ment of maturity; for brides (and 
grooms), Cana Conference, priests, 
Sisters, parents. (Thomas More 
Book Club.) 





self.” .. . When it comes. . . to sexual 
aberrations, there is a greater danger. 
And the more adult the reader, the 
greater is the danger. 

“Delicate consciences recoil from that 
danger. No reviewer . . . is in a position 
to scoff at delicate consciences. Thank 
God so many of our people have them. 
They do not associate in their lives with 
homosexuals and other degenerates. If 
they are reluctant to associate with such 
people in their reading, who are the re- 
viewers to say haughtily, ‘They are not 
adult’? 

“When these good people see book- 
reviews by . . . Catholic reviewers who 
read with the literary or moral-theology 
eye, and then find the praised books of- 
fensive, they are in a dilemma. Are their 
consciences right or are the very learned 
reviewers right? .. . 

“Of course these people are not wrong. 
It is the reviewers who are wrong in not 
realizing, or at least in not adverting to, 
the fact that the ‘general reader’ is crit- 
ical neither literarily nor theologically. 
. .. The critic’s duty is not only to the 
author; it is also to the very human ab- 
straction, the general reader.” 

—Vincent T. Eaton in The Priest 
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Windows Westward 
by Stephen C. Gulovich (McMul- 
len, $2.50). 
Exposition of Byzantine-Slavonic 
rite of Cath. Church, with helpful 
clarifications, summary of Soviet 
persecution. 

Saint Thomas Aquinas 
by Gerald Vann, O.P. (Benziger, 
$3; Dent, $1.60). 
Reprint excellent intro. to & assess- 
ment of saint-theologian, by one of 
his brightest younger brothers; for 
both Cath. & non-Cath. “begin- 
ners”; U.S. edition has survey of 
Thomism in N. America. 

Way of Life 
by A. Hamilton Gibbs (LB, $2.75). 
Romance of two young people, 
World War II; too much noble 
declamation, Hilton-style rose-cov- 
ered cottages & drooling over So- 
viet—and not one trace of religion; 
powerful anti-war message unsus- 
tained. 

Stevens Thomason Mason 
by Kent Sagendorph (Dutton, 
$4.75). 
Biog. “Boy Governor” of Michigan 
(“Misunderstood Patriot”), who 
gave amazing account of his stew- 
ardship, though appointed by Pres. 
Jackson as a joke, & dead at 32. 
Good regional research. 

It Was Mary 
by Eleanor Arnett Nash (A-C, 
$2.75). 
Story of a woman of integrity. 
(Thomas More Book Club). 

Gus the Great 
by Thomas Duncan (Lippincott, 
$3.50). 
Circus atmosphere; 
worthless & degrading. 

To the Bitter End 
by Hans B. Gisevius (HM, $4). 
Gripping record German Under- 
ground by one of its leaders. 

The Mystical Body 
by M. Eugene Boylan, O.C.R. 
(Mercier, $1.25). 
Brief, non-technical theological 
study, with intro. by Fr. James, 
O.F.M.Cap., gen. editor new Mer- 
cier spiritual series. 

The Living Wood 
by Louis de Wohl (Lippincott, $3). 
Brilliant battle writing & reverent 
handling of Christian theme offset 
apocryphal symbolism & uneven 
style—story of Constantine, Hel- 
ena, & True Cross. 


otherwise 
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AT LAST 


“The Writings of THE FATHERS OF THE 
CHURCH" is finally on the way. 

Vol. |, THE APOSTOLIC FATHERS, and Vol. Il, 
ST. AUGUSTINE are now ready for shipment. 
Further volumes will follow — 
one per month. 

Price per volume—$4.00 ,.. 10% discount 
on subscriptions 
for the entire 72 volumes. 

Excellent typography, and library bindings 
imprinted in blue and gold. 

Orders will be filled in the sequence received. 


THE THOMAS MORE BOOK SHOP 
220 W. Madison St., Chicago 6, Ill. 











The Saving Sense 
by Walter Dwight, S.J. (McMul- 
len, $2.75). 
Ed. with intro. by W. Coleman 
Nevils, S.J.; essays garnered from 
output of late America lit. editor & 
teacher. 
Peter Abelard 
by Helen Waddell (Holt, $3). 
Reprint narrative study of monk- 
philosopher & his times; work of 
fastidious schu..rshi>. iaste, style. 
Whatsoever He Shall Say 
by Ferdinand Valentine, O.P. 
(Blackfriars, $1.25). 
Imaginary correspondence on spir- 
itual life, informal, refreshing view- 
points, value for beginners & “‘pro- 
ficients”. 
Liffey Lane 
by Maura Laverty (LG, $2.50). 
Sampling of Dublin realism. Some 
unpleasantness. 
The School of Love 
by Alban Goodier, S.J. 
$1.50). 
Reprinted essays 
fruitful interior life. 
Ethics: With Special Application to 
Nursing Profession 
by Joseph B. McAllister, S.S. 
(Saunders, $3). 
Stresses laws of life & application 
to effective personal living rather 
than technical medical procedures. 
The Garretson Chronicle 
by Gerald Warner Brace (Norton, 
$3). 
Beaeon Hill background in San- 
tayana-Marquand-type novel. 
Superior production. 
With Christ Through the Years 
by Bernard Strasser, O.S.B. 
(Bruce, $3.75). 
Tr. liturgical classic, with precise 
drawings by Sr. M. Justina Knapp, 
O.S.B. 


(Grail, 


toward more 





BOTips . . . Brand-new Catholic 


publishing house, Desmond & Staple- 
ton, Buffalo, gets a send-off with two of 
its first productions—Critic Charles A. 
Brady’s The Catholic Reader, and 
Irish Jesuit Arthur J. Little’s Philoso- 
phy Without Tears—both October 
selections of The Thomas More Book 
Cs. 

En route . . . a new Mauriac, 
Therese . . . Igino Giordani’s story of 
Our Lady, Mary of Nazareth . . . a fat 
Western epic—Sons of the Stranger, 
by Fielding Burke, galleys of which 
Californian Laverne Gay (author of 
The Unspeakables) is currently 
plowing through for BOT . . . a Cath- 
olic Picture Dictionary . . . Paulist 
Chorister founder Father Finn’s own 
autobiography, Sharps and Flats in 
Five Decades, in which he proves him- 
self master as much of the bon-mot as 
the bonne-note. . . . The Chicago 
Bears, latest of Putnam’s baseball 
books. . . . St. Thomas on the pursuit of 
happiness—William R. O’Connor’s The 
Eternal Quest. . .. Yves Simon, No- 
tre Dame philosopher & friend of the 
Maritains, on public morality—Com- 
munity of the Free . . . a new Sheila 
Kaye-Smith with a vicarage back- 
ground, ... 

About BOT reviewers . . . Dr. 
John P. Treacy, new contributor, has 
been appointed head of the Department 
of Education, Marquette University. . . . 
Dr. Urban H. Fleege, a veteran of 
the BOTribe, author of Self-Revela- 


The Cain Plan 

About a year ago, we mentioned a 
plan proposed by James N. Cain to 
monopolize American writing in a man- 
ner similar to that followed by Petrillo 
in monopolizing the music of the 
country. 

George E. Sokolsky, noted commen- 
tator, says that no plan for controlling 
thought, writing, ideas, freedom of ex- 
pression in every form has ever been 
devised which so completely violates 
every American principle of life as does 
the Cain plan. 

Following widespread opposition, the 
screen writers issued a revised plan 
which was supposed to meet all the ob- 
jections to the original. Mr. Sokolsky 
says, “The revision seems to be as bad, 
or even worse.” 

Mr. Cain is the author of numerous 
novels of excessive obscenity. 
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Give-a-Book Certificate 

The American Booksellers Associa- 
tion has adopted a plan for selling Cer- 
tificates that can be exchanged for 
books at any ABA store. 

For example, you can buy a Certifi- 
cate in any amount you wish from the 
Thomas More Book Shop, 220 W. 
Madison St., Chicago 6, and send it to 
a friend. Your friend can then step into 
his local store and exchange the Cer- 
tificate for the book he may select. 

The plan is expected to be in opera- 
tion by September. 





tions of the Adolescent Boy, & lately 
dean of New Mexico Highlands Uni- 
versity, comes to Marquette as co-ordi- 
nator of Veterans’ affairs & professor of 
education. .. . P. Standish O’Connor, 
another early contributor with a nice 
bright future, has left Our Sunday 
Visitor staff for the Kingsport Times- 
News. We expect a Pulitzer prize for 
journalism to come to Tennessee any 
day now.... 

On the Side of the Angels (on the 
Subject of Devils). . . . From a letter 
from our lovely new reviewer (cf. p. 94 
if you’ve any doubts), Covelle New- 
comb, successful author of Juveniles, 
& convert Catholic . . . about her new 
book, Running Waters. . . . “Chapter 
19 was really fun to do, but it will 
probably be banned by psychologists 
and certain types of Protestants... . 
It concerns the Devil. . . . You can’t 
think what vehement reactions that 
chapter invited from two non-Catholics 
who read it. But I have an idea it will 
make midnight in the dormitory a bit 
more exciting for a few Catholic girls. 
It had the secretaries at the publisher’s 
in shivers. . . . It’s an incredible story, 
but credible just the same. . . . You 
can’t have ‘mass hysteria’ on the part 
of a couple of hundred people every day 
and night for 13 months—and call it 
mass hysteria. . . . I agree with the 
nuns that it was the Devil—but then I 
believe he exists and operates. . . .” 

Then of course there is the Thomas 
More Book Shop customer who asked 
for Garrigou-Lagrange’s The Three 
Ages of Interior Decorating. . . . 
What price glory? 


= 8 
Life and Letters of Janet Erskine 
Stuart 
by Maud Monahan (LG, $4). 
Reprinting of competent life of 
extraordinary woman. 
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CATHOLIC LITERARY FOUNDATION 
Substantial Ivory 
Tower 


No Lasting Home 
Joseph Dever Bruce, $3.00 
Reviewed by Mary Louise Hector, 
English faculty, Mundelein College. 


What talent is in No Lasting Home is a 
talent for sustained idealism; there is 
infinitesimal fiction ability. Dever is in- 
telligently enthusiastic about Catholi- 
cism as he makes it shape the life of his 
protagonist Edward Creedin, a struc- 
tural device which allows for exposition 
of the Catholic attitude toward labor, 
education, marriage, war. He knows 
Catholicism [and the Jesuits—Ed.] 
closely, characters only from the far and 
distorting distance between them and 
his substantial ivory tower. 


There is constant presentation of ex- 
emplary character activity with little 
suggestion of compelling motivation for 
it, On a lesser level, dialogue does not 
ring true. . . . Descriptive passages are 
done in a predominantly primer style. 

Similarly immature is an explicitness 
about time and place and motion which 
suggests that Dever is not sure of co- 
herence in his writing. Precision of de- 
tail not only weakens the story; it is 
sometimes ludicrous: ‘“‘[ Barbara] recov- 
ered her bearing after a few moments, 
disguising her distress in masticating 
delicately a mouthful of steak.” 


x Ww 


FAMILY READING CLUB 
Constantine and 


Helena 
The Living Wood 
Louis de Wohl Lippincott, $3.00 


Reviewed by Rev. Nelson W. Logal. 


This novel sweeps through fifty-four 
years of the most complicated political, 
religious, and military era of the fading 
Roman Empire, and it gives—with 
minor improvisations—a reasonable fac- 
simile of the period that ended in Con- 
stantine’s grant of freedom to the per- 
secuted Christians. 

While The Living Wood is no Quo 
Vadis, it contains ingredients which 
should give it a wide reading public. 
For the most part, it is well written; it 
deals with the stories of the Diocletian 
persecution and the finding of the True 
Cross; it contains some chapters of epic 
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Cuartes A. Brapy, author of “The 
Catholic Reader,’ an October selection 
of THE THoMAS More Book Cus. 





sweep and narrative power; and it pre- 
sents such intriguing historical person- 
ages as St. Helena, Constantius, Con- 
stantine the Great, and a galaxy of 
others with at least approximate verisi- 
militude. 


Critical and Unfortunate 
Weaknesses 


The weaknesses of the book are criti- 
cal. The device of inventing King Coel’s 
prophecies and threading them through 
the entire story proves to be as unfor- 
tunate as it is unnecessary, since it in- 
fects the story with an atmosphere of 
fantasy, which is lamentable in an his- 
torical novel. The author, too, seems to 
suffer from clausttophobia when he 
comes to grip with his characters. In 
crucial, intimate moments when dra- 
matic dialogue should glow at white 
heat, it pales into flat and almost ridicu- 
lous insignificance. 

A weakness of invention is apparent 
in explaining the deeper motives of 
character. At times, Constantine’s char- 
acter is almost as blurred in the novel 
as it is in the verdict of historians. 
Helena is curiously treated in several 
parts of the story. It is startling to hear 
Roman soldiers utter authentic Roman 
curses at one moment, only to break 





77 








BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB 


Col. Nicobar’s 
Road to Grace 


Vespers in Vienna 
Bruce Marshall H M, $2.75 


Reviewed by Mark Barron, O.P. 
Edgewood College. 


There is an exasperating quality about 
the “‘clerical” novels of Bruce Marshall. 
Apparently propagandistic in purpose, 
they sugar-coat many an unpleasant 
truth of the times, while in the very 
next paragraph a highly-seasoned ob- 
servation of fact may be interpreted as 
simple lack of reverence for things 
sacred. 


Vespers in Vienna is no exception; 
but Mr. Marshall has abandoned monks 
and priests. Instead, he here turns his 
talents upon the Congregation of the 
Daughters of the Holy Ghost: of whose 
number one bears the not too fantastic 
name of Sister Michaela of Jesus Found 
Teaching in the Temple; and Reverend 
Mother Auxilia speaks of the present 
Pope by his first name. 


Although coifed heads may be grate- 
ful to Mr. Marshall for this interpreta- 
tion of their conscientious holiness and 
less frequent consciousness of the ills of 
mankind, brass hats of all allied armies 
should be somewhat chagrined. Against 
the background of occupied Vienna, this 
delightful novel dramatizes the bungling 
of those who are at present preserving 
what is little more than a parody of 
peace. 


Highly credible, against such a back- 
ground, is the slender. but sad romance 
of Maria Biihlen and “Major Twingo.” 
Conveniently quotable—but only as ex- 
pressions true to type (rather than 
character )—are many of the characters’ 
remarks. For the future of our world, 
one would like to hope that the tribe of 
Col. Nicobars might increase—and that 
the Russian Army might really boast 
the presence within its ranks of such 
soldiers as Col. Piniev appears to be. 





into the G.I. vernacular at another. 
On the credit side of the ledger, the 
author can really describe a battle. His 
story gains in interest and power as it 
unfolds. Historical details are expertly 
woven into the story’s pace. Christian 
history is competently handled, and the 
novel’s apologetic is unobtrustive. 
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ON READING 


By N. Elizabeth Monroe, Ph.D. 


Two More Memoirs 


Word has somehow got abroad that 
the public has changed its mind about 
what it wants to read, that characters 
who go from one set of horrors to an- 
other or wait a good chance to end it 
all by sticking their heads into a rain- 
barrel are on the 
way out, and that 
it is once more ac- 
ceptable to like 
stories and people 
who are pleasant. 

The Life with 
Father series may 
have helped to set 
tongues wagging 
about ancestors 
who were not 
afraid to be different from the run of 
the mill and who managed to live and 
die in their own fashion, or perhaps 
with the public.enough is enough. How- 
ever that may be, modern literature has 
suffered a sea change, and, though it is 
still smart to be filthy, other ideals are 
beginning to have their way. 

In My Boyhood in a Rectory (Har- 
per, $2.50) Thomas Lamont tells a sim- 
ple story of his early childhood and 
youth. His father was a Methodist min- 
ister who moved from parsonage to par- 
sonage along the Hudson in accordance 
with Methodist tradition, but Thomas 
Lamont’s childhood seems anything but 
uprooted. They were very poor, were 
denied practically all the creature com- 
forts considered essential today, yet 
were happy, interested in everything 
about them, and well prepared for life. 
One wonders, in reading this honest and 
somewhat matter-of-fact account, in 
what way children growing up now with 
all sorts of advantages are more for- 
tunate than these children. 

In spite of poverty the Lamont boys 
were sent to Phillips Exeter and then to 
Harvard. Boarding school opened up a 
new world to Thomas Lamont and, 
though he had no money he took his 
place in school without any social han- 
dicap. Though his preparation had been 
a bit haphazard, his years of reading 
stood him in good stead, so that he 
fitted easily into the arduous intellec- 
tual environment of the school. During 





N, ELIZABETH 
MONROE, Ph. D. 


the long summer holidays he and his 
brother read all morning and played all 
afternoon. It was not surprising then 
that when they reached Harvard they 
were well prepared. 

They were not “grinds”—Hammond, 
the older boy, wrote his sister, when she 
was preparing for Smith College, not to 
work for high grades, but to follow her 
own bent and read widely—but they 
liked hard work and an intellectual at- 
mosphere because they had always had 
these things. 

Their sense of values was right— 
they neither minimized nor exag- 
gerated the importance of material 
things, but appeared to know from 
the beginning that happiness was to 
be earned, not claimed as a privi- 
lege or conferred by any system of 
education, however thorough and 
selective. 

There’s a Spot In My Heart 
by Frank Leslie (S & S, $2.75) is a 
direct descendant of the life-with-father 
series, though its magazine title, “Life 
with Grandfather, attempts to make the 
relationship as remote as possible. Its 
subtitle, A Nostalgic Novel, takes it out 
of the realm of fact, but at least the 
intention is clear, to raise as many 
laughs as possible without insisting on 
a laugh a line, as some of its predeces- 
sors have done. It is an amusing and 
charming book; the characters have the 
stamp of originality, and many of the 
incidents are amusing, but there is 
something perverse about human nature 
which makes it balk at being led up to 
a good laugh and told to open wide. A 
little less effort might have improved 
the situation—now and then an oppor- 
tunity to cap a story might have been 
avoided, so that what is genuinely 
amusing would have had a better chance 
with the reader. 


Too Much Coercion 


This is not to be captious—it was, I 
believe, God’s intention to make this an 
amusing world, but not to coerce us 
into enjoyment of it. In describing the 
quality of the book, the publishers were 
apparently aware of the fact that the 
laughs were arranged, for they end 
thus: “And so, ladies and gentlemen— 
for a spot in your heart—the Mona- 
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hans.” That makes it obligatory to} hut 
laugh. rig) 

The book has, however, a great deal 
of natural humor. Grandmother and the 
cook, full of pious exercises and breath. 
ing prayers for almost everything under 
the sun, some of which God saw fit to 
shelve indefinitely, and together form. 
ing a kind of Minor Order, Grand.} ™ 
mother clumping around the room ip 
the early hours of dawn berating her 
husband for not going to Mass—if in 
heaven the principle of substitution js 
recognized, then Grandfather deserves 
credit for suffering so much for not go 
ing to Mass—and the heroic antics oj 
the cook’s nephew—all are genuinely 
funny. 


The book has much to commend it} pac 
if only it would protest a little less;} hoo 
that would avoid pitfalls, which, like pen 
Mike’s courage, open wide because} the 
there has been too much preparation} kin 


Recollected in Tranquility 


The war has not yet found a spokes} ;,4 
man, but there are records, stories off mi 
actual experience that serve to interpret} 
many of the tensions of war to ws, 
notably The Purple Testament} cy, 
(Doubleday, $2.50), edited by Don} p 
Wolfe, who had his students—all dis-} 
abled veterans—set down their expe} jeg 
riences as a kind of therapeutic. It was} gy¢ 
his hope that the expression of fear and} yy, 
tension, of the horror below the line of 
consciousness would help these boys for- 
get and the reader to remember. His 

In a sense getting back to life was the} sen 
hardest mission these disabled veterans} the 
had been given. They were holding on} hoy 
to their last bit of courage in their at} giy 
tempt to return to life and put dow} hu 
roots and support themselves. These} but 
were not aesthetic exercises, but social} cen 
documents, all of them suggesting the) ( 
unspoken hope that war would never) En; 
happen again. In an unusually percep lish 
tive and compassionate introductions ter 
Professor Wolfe says that not pity, not) is 
sympathy, but imagination is what these stay 
boys need most from civilians. It is easy} chi 
to forget, but imperative not to forget} exp 
if We are ever to have a comparatively) des 
peaceful world. Ar 


In discussing stories of horror 
and of extreme sex aberration! 
Wolfe asks the reader not to blink 
the facts of war, but to understand 
what happens to man when human 
nature is split open and all that is 
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y to} human disappears. I think he is 
right about this. 
He says that war has not really 


Ye changed these boys, that they have 
od come back with the same prejudices 


"| they had before, the same need to learn 
the ways of peace that all boys growing 
into manhood have. War teaches the 
way of hatred, not the way of peace, 
true, but the reader wonders why he 
calls attention to anti-Semitism and not 
other prejudices which are goading the 
world into another war. 

However that may be, the stories are 
' unforgettable—even where the narra- 
81 tive lags the stories are still compelling 
because they are real and honest and 
because they show what happens to hu- 
_ | man nature when tried beyond its ca- 
d it pacities. Occasionally one lays down the 
less; book and thinks, This must never hap- 
like} pen again. Never. Though this was not 
austt the intention, the book describes the 
‘onf kind of teaching disabled veterans 
should have; conventional methods, 
even where good, are not enough. The 
kes- task requires patience, imagination, hu- 
S off mility, and love. 
pret 


it to 
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ANOTHER MEMOIR 

en} Champagne For Mother 

Don Robert Westerby DS & P, $2.50 
dis} Reviewed by John P. Treacy, Ph.D., 
pe} head Department of Education, Mar- 
Was} quette University. 

and) The author has recreated in this book a 
° Ol} series of episodes in his English family, 
for} for the decades following World War I. 
His detailed descriptions reflect a keen 
the} sense of humor, and a deep but sympa- 
ans} thetic understanding of children. Some- 
00) how, reading about the various episodes 
at} gives one a new understanding of how 
Wi} humorous but serious, and how cruel 
lest} but pleasant, is the life of a pre-adoles- 
cial} cent and adolescent child. 

the} One may get the impression that most 
vel} English adults are eccentric; that Eng- 
ep} lish children seldom are intrinsically in- 
ion} terested in study; and that English life 
nolf is a constant struggle between the 
ese standards of adults and the whims of 
asyi children. These excesses are partially 
se, explained by the formality in the family 
elyi described,-as compared to the typical 
American family; and by the psycho- 
logical fact that we tend to remember 
as adults what was unusual in our child- 
hood. This is delightful reading for 
young and old, but especially for those 
who themselves are beginning to live in 
the past. 





sEBSEEB © 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


79 








Cinematographic Impression 


Prince of Foxes 

Samuel Shellabarger LB, $3.00 

By Julius Frasch Harmon. 

Whenever Renaissance Italy and Pope 
Alexander VI become matters of public 
discussion apologists for the Faith know 
they must buy some new typewriter rib- 
bons and pound out some work. Dr. 
Shellabarger has written a novel which 
will deservedly be the best seller he has 
set out to make it. His knowledge of the 
period and of the historical characters 
he portrays is very great, accurate, and, 
up to a point, profound. 

About all that purely human wisdom 
can learn of places and a period of 
which Catholicism was an integral con- 
stitutive element he has learned, and he 
conveys that knowledge well, entertain- 
ingly, with only a very faint trace of 
pedantry, and with an occasional aside 
directed against the grosser prejudices 
of an inherited bigotry. So perhaps this 
book will raise less discussion about the 
Borgias, unworthy ecclesiastics, and 
kindred subjects, than would most 
others, for it is too fair and truthful for 
the Devil to use to much advantage. 

Into his cast of character Dr. Shella- 
barger introduces a stigmatized saint, 
Blessed Lucia of Narni, as a device that 
successfully serves to place his historical 
portrayal of the period in balance. 
Early 16th Century had saints, and the 
author shows discernment in using one 
as an offset to his numerous scoundrels. 
Blessed Lucia does serve the author’s 
purpose well enough, but, despite his 
rather obvious efforts to endow her with 
life, she remains a slightly unreal figure, 
seen entirely from without and never 
once from within, and the truth that lies 
behind the phenomena that, when God 
so wills, accompany mysticism, is not 
unveiled. Dr. Shellabarger accepts stig- 
matization and sanctity as objective 
facts, writes of them as such, and even 
used them to preach a few elementary 
moral truths, but readers (and there 
will be some) who learn of them from 
his book, will learn little about them 
save the fact of their existence, and 
this, perhaps, will give apologists an op- 
portunity for a good offensive. 

The opening chapters are enthralling, 
and even magnificent, and give, momen- 
tarily, a promise of enriching our litera- 
ture with a protagonist-villain worthy 
of being ranked with Thackeray’s 
“Barry Lyndon”. The promise, how- 


ever, fades quickly. A many-sided, tal- 
ented, impostor meets a Good Woman, 
and it soon becomes evident that under 
her influence, helped along by that of 
Blessed Lucia, he will reform, not 
quickly, for a long time not ‘thoroughly, 
and certainly never in a manner beyond 
the understanding of the brick-veneer 
suburb and lakeside cottage clientele 
whose literary requirements Dr. Shella- 
barger is obviously intent upon meeting. 

His book falls to the level of an 
above-average novel of adventures with 
an excellent scenic setting. Towards the 
end a number of opportunities of bring- 
ing it to an artistic close are passed up 
in favor of a happy ending. The last 
chapter, with the reformed scoundrel 
and the endearingly feminine heroine 
congenially and romantically married, is 
the worst in the book. It is also the one 
in most complete accord with 20th C. 
Transappalachian taste. 

Teachers of history on the college and 
more elementary post-graduate levels 
will find this story an easy and profit- 
able reading assignment for students in 
need of a good cinematographic impres- 
sion of the period and country in which 


it is set. 
a 
Bobbie Burns 


The Wind That Shakes the Barley 

James Barke Mac, $3.00 

Reviewed by Rev. John M. Riach, 

C.S.P. (a Scotchman). 
This book is the first in a series of four 
which, dealing with Robert Burns, will 
be entitled “Immortal Memory”. The 
author is quite evidently a Burns en- 
thusiast for one can sense it on every 
page. It is a labor of love. 

There is nothing missing here to make 
“Bobbie” Burns stand out as the lad he 
was: honest, hard working at the plow, 
and a genius to boot whose muse was 
seemingly at hand for any passing oc- 
casion. That it was used at times to sing 
rather bawdy lays was not out of char- 
acter, for Burns had two weaknesses, 
the drink and the lasses. And, one might 
mention, he had two great hates, 
namely, injustice and hypocrisy. It was 
these four things that gave rise to his 
best poems. 

Mr. Barke, a countryman of Burns, 
knows the land and the life of the Scots 
as few modern authors do. The result 
is a singularly happy novel. 
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Play of Ideals — Some Challengeable 


Oak Leaves and Lavender 

Sean O’ Casey Macmillan, $2.50 
Reviewed by Raymond Denny, alias of a 
certain well-known dramatist and poet. 
By the canons of literary style the play 
is a conspicuous success. In fact, the 
lines often have a lyricism that strains 
at the limits of prose. 


By the theatrical canons the play 
is first of all difficult. Greatest difficulty 
is a vast scenic transformation: by eom- 
pensation if this transformation is suc- 
cessful the play is sure to be impres- 
sive; perhaps the transformation car- 
ries the meaning of the play better 
than any other element. Another diffi- 
culty is that ‘the air of fantasy is main- 
tained, now by one means, now by an- 
other, some of ‘them difficult; unless the 
fantasy is perfect the play becomes a 
bore. Further difficulty is introduced 
by multiplicity of characters—to point 
to no more than their many dialects 
and uniforms. In a word, a hard play 
which rightly produced ought 'to have 
great impact, but which badly pro- 
duced would sink to a tedious discus- 
sion of British wartime viewpoints in 
highly artificial idiom. 

As to general meaning, the play con- 
cludes that the ability to carry England 
through such a crisis as the War has 
been successfully transferred from the 
aristocrats to the people. Several con- 
flicting viewpoints on the necessity of 
carrying on are presented, and action 
often lapses into debate. Some of the 
viewpoints obviously had to be put in; 
the reason for including others is not 
clear. The conclusion that all the ideals 
add up to successful resistance and 
national survival seems to express noth- 
ing clearer than the popular slogan, 
“There'll always be an England.” 

Books ON TRIAL will be expected ‘to 
comment on the liceity of certain of 
these ideals on the stage. So—The com- 
munistic view is represented by an Irish 
idealist who is a sympathetic character, 
while the counterclaim that he has been 





Shakespeare is being reprinted 
in the Modern Library series—6 
volumes, each $1.35. Tragedies— 
Volumes 1 and 2; Comedies—Vol- 
umes 1 and 2; Histories—one vol- 
ume; Histories and poems—one 
volume. Only 15,000 copies will be 


available this year. 


deluded by the Soviet tyrants is put into 
the mouth of a rather unsympathetic 
character who is brought in for this 
purpose only and seems to have nothing 
to contribute to the survival of the 
nation. 

The viewpoint of the worldly and 
frank sensualist is given ‘to two sym- 
pathetic characters, but in the expres- 
sion of these low ideals the author does 
not disguise them under the usual mask 
of sentimental romanticism. The pic- 
ture will not be seductive to mature 
and reflective viewers. The ideal of 
the vital importance of the family tie 
is exemplified in one character (per- 
haps not in this character alone) whose 
good faith is not revealed (perhaps for 
dramatic purposes) till the end. 

w bs * 


Novel of Futility 


Dull the Sharp Edge 
Ellen Marsh Dutton, $3.00 
Condensed from review by 
Mary Toomey. 


This is a novel of futility, a story of 
human flotsam floating helplessly on the 
surface of a hard cruel world. It is the 
story of Stephanie Jamison, half Amer- 
ican, half German, living a lonely young 
life in New York City. ... 

. .. a depressing story because it con- 
cerns people who resent this ruthless 
civilization of ours and who think that 
they can dull reality by escaping into 
alcoholism. 

The reader feels pity for these bitter, 
unhappy people who have no roots— 
most of them are refugees who suffer 
about Spain of which they understand 
little and about the Europe that Hitler 
has destroyed . . . sensitive people who 
do not know that the wings of the Spirit 
are meant to carry them to God. To 
these bitter, lonely people “life is a tale 
told by an idiot, full of sound and fury 
signifying nothing.” They are aware of 
the nothingness; they have no belief, no 
hope. Alcohol is the only escape they 
know. 

The characters are types rather than 
people. The novel is somewhat shape- 
less—too fluid to have a composite lit- 
erary form. The author is young—this 
is her second novel. She is gifted be- 
yond question. This story shows a dis- 
cerning, perceptive mind and a talent to 
express it. Ellen Marsh may become an 
important novelist. 
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Protracted “Lost 
Weekend” 


The Story of Mrs. Murphy 
Natalie Anderson Scott Dutton, $3.9 


Reviewed by Rev. Leo A. Pursley, 


I like to think that some members oj 
the Book-of-the-Month Club will won. 
der why “the wayward bus” stopped a 
Mrs. Murphy’s house; that is, why pop. 
ular novelists writing for normal peopl 
prefer to write about abnormal people 
The Murphys have several children, 
among them a priest, a policeman, ‘ 
prostitute. But the chief character, with 
the least character of all, is Jimmy, 
Spoiled by an indulgent mother, flat. 
tered by easy conquests of easy women, 
cursed with a thirst for liquor, Jimmy 
swaggers, or reels, through a dismal suc. 
cession of drunken debaucheries. His 
life is a protracted lost weekend with 
brief interludes of steady work and in. 
pulsive sentimentality. Though he ha 
many women he marries none. His brid 
is a bottle, the real Mrs. Murphy, an¢ 
this is “her” story. 





All the usual behaviour patterns 4 
the alcoholic are reflected here, I sup 
pose. It is strange, however, under the 
given circumstances, that the victim 
feels little remorse, not to say repent: 
ance; stranger still that those who love 
him most make no intelligent and per, 
sistent effort to save him. Jimmy is 
product of our materialistic, hedonistic 
age; a symbol of the mental and mor 
decay, the disintegration of characte 
and personality which comes with the 
collapse of principles that give meani 
and purpose to life. (You can say is 
hundred different ways.) 

The author presents the problem 
simply by presenting Jimmy. She offer 
no solution, of course, since it is 
the function of the novelist to preachi 
She lets her sordid theme run ol 
through its sordid developments to i 
sordid climax. And the reader, with 
weary sigh of relief, goes out and bu 
a glass of tomato juice. 

Incidentally, it would be refreshi 
to find in modern fiction a Catholi 
family identified as such by somethi 
more than novenas, medals, and a pri 
offering Mass “in a lace-trimmed sur 
plice!!” . . . This book is not for ado 
lescents at all. For others with reset 
vations. 
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History on a High Level 


A History of the Church: Vol. Ill 
Philip Hughes S & W, $4.00 
By Rev. A. K. Ziegler, Ph.D., The 
Catholic University of America. 


The publisher should experience diffi- 
culty keeping this volume in print. 
Father Hughes’ two preceding volumes 
have been well received; the present one 
far outstrips them. Experience has ma- 
tured the author, and he has now at- 
tained high stature as a church his- 
torian. We are little used to church 
history on this level in English. 

The 250 years from Aquinas to 
Luther, have great interest for those 
that read history. Father Hughes casts 
his net very wide and writes his religi- 
ous history against a rich background 
of political and economic phenomena. 
He controls the recent French authors 
of the period, making their findings 
available to English readers without the 
usual long delay. He has the discerning 
faculty to seizing the very kernel of the 
contribution in the works of others. 
With his own ripe reflections and inter- 
pretation he weaves together the myriad 
items of his story. Especially clear and 
useful is his presentation of the influ- 
ence of theorists upon their times. 

It is not difficult to see how he would 
miss some bibliography. Pourrat is al- 
lowed 'to dominate in the pages on the 
spiritual life, whereas the precious 





Call for the Classics 

J. Donald Adams in The New York 
Times: “There was probably never a 
time in which a balanced literary diet 
was more needed than it is today. We 
live in a period of swift and universal 
change, in an atmosphere charged with 
doubt and apprehension, so permeating 
that it reaches everywhere. . . . When I 
speak of the need for balance I am 
thinking of the immediate and the per- 
manent. That conflict is always height- 
ened in a time like our own. . . . So 
much of our current literary output, 
when it does not attempt to escape 
from it altogether, reflects our acute be- 
wilderment, our frightening loss of di- 
rection, that no reader can keep his 
balance, can maintain his sense of pro- 
portion and perspective, unless he gives 


_ some of his reading time to the books 


which rise above the preoccupations of 
any period.” 


fascicles of the Dictionnaire de spiritu- 
alite are not cited. The information on 
the Devotio moderna is scarcely up-to- 
date. A reference to Ludolph the Car- 
thusian and his Life of Christ fails to 
indicate Sister M. Immaculate Boden- 
stedt’s monograph on that first Vita 
Christi. Nor is any use made of Philo- 
theus Boehner on Ockham. Lunt has 
two further volumes on Papal Revenues. 
The French edition of Schnuerer could 
well have been cited instead of the Ger- 
man. The German side of the bibliog- 
raphy is not its strong point. That 
seems to be a less serious defect in this 
case because the French works on the 
period are so excellent. 

The style is by no means limpid. It 
gets wadded in the author’s evident at- 
tempt to compress. But the defects of 
the volume are far outweighed by its 
merits. There are useful tables, several 
good clear maps, and a few illustrations. 
It is good news to hear that revisions of 
the first two volumes of this history are 
in press. 


The Magnificent Barb 
Dana Faralla Messner, $2.50 
This is another story of the boy-meets- 
horse variety. The boy, Kevin, is a mem- 
ber of those Irish horse-breeding families 
that came to Georgia as horse traders a 
century ago. With this touch of authen- 
tic historical background, the author de- 
scribes the boy’s idealization of a fleet 
white-footed Barb (Arabian horse), the 
realization of his dream, the training 
and grooming of the horse, the subse- 
quent revivification of the family plan- 
tation and, finally, the big race with its 
dramatic climax, the highlight of the 
book. The author suffers from her 
much-publicized comparison with Mary 
O’Hara and Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings. 
She has not the deep characterizational 
power of the former nor the delicate 
descriptive power of the latter. Miss 
Faralla shows talent, but not that much. 
And it is a pity that the author had to 
blotch an exceptionally sensitive and 
wholesome story with her unnecessary 
description of one of her characters as 
“warm-blooded and as lusty as a stal- 
lion.” —Richard Butler, O.P. 





Mexican Freedom Fictionized 


Paquita 
Robert Raynolds Putnam, $3.00 
Reviewed by Rev. Pius Barth, O.F.M., 
Ph.D., DePaul University; president, 
Franciscan Education Society. 


“To normal people close and intense 
personal relations are more important 
than wars, revolutions, or milleniums.” 

Paquita was such a normal person. 
Despite complicated and undistinguish- 
able confusion set against an 1810 
Mexican background, the heroine devel- 
ops her personality along the more secu- 
lar lines taken by the Revolution. Torn 
between an early desire for convent life 
and an affectionate devotion to her 
worldly Uncle Hilario, not knowing 
whether she is excommunicated for fol- 
lowing Father Hidalgo’s ideas on Mexi- 
can freedom, Paquita for a time seeks to 
improve herself physically and roman- 
tically for Don Manuel, whom her 
father chose to be her partner in mar- 
riage. 

Perhaps there were people who con- 
sidered Our Lady of Guadalupe of the 
Mexican Republicans opposed to Our 
Lady of Remedios of the Spanish Roy- 
alists and very likely there were priests 
like Father Giles who married Paquita 


to the young revolutionary Ramon in 
the shadow of the great mesa, “the ca- 
thedral of the hand of God.” But cer- 
tainly, Robert Raynolds is not justified 
in concluding that everything religious 
in Mexico is without depth and mainly 
for superficial ostentation. One is par- 
ticularly surprised at the author’s as- 
sumption since he quotes a little snatch 
from one report of the Duke of Linares 
and yet speaks sarcastically about the 
“endless writings from the colonies.” He 
would do well to read a few more ex- 
cerpts. 

The volume is for restricted clientele 
for two reasons:—it is rather crude and 
even vulgar in spots; its background of 
Mexican Catholicism is rather super- 
ficial and definitely one-sided. 

The book moves along slowly but has 
some very fine descriptions of Mexico’s 
most beautiful city in the early 19th C. 
process of secularization and indepen- 
dence. It will prove especially interest- 
ing reading for those who have some 
knowledge of Mexican history. It re- 
veals the strong impact of a changing 
social order upon the individual lives 
and ideals of youthful lovers. 


a 


BP9/7 Disses om 


it 





ms Ot soca om 2 o 










































































































































































































































































*qq'9 afr] fo kom 
Te 4sze (WLOd) vuuary ui siadsa4 
PABA SPPIYS pavapy spmoy 7 
[f?“prep auly D sD 4 asayy 
noIs (WLOG) 4ydany ‘sayy fo 44015 
WBA) (QEWL) P2i4s0W 129 91 uD 4 NOX jog 
SOpuyyoeyy (Q4WL) sume ssang 
saysny umdg wosf qs0day 
4Ja31eqe][ayus (911) sexog fo asuig ayy 
[JO41e7 (A1)) 4equaway ‘aao7 Avig 
IIPPPP A P4P]99qP 4919d 
uBulgery pur {0 aovaqg 
wyey axOq DjawuDg 
4ST? AN (DAD) Pury fo spy] sng 
4dA9q (d17)) awoy Zuysv] oy 
4JdysaapAg sauffpg uoopy 
o Sree) (WLOG) unuiouoy ey] 
4° MP poo uray] ey] 
AWIIAB'T aup] saffr] 
Aopoyy 400g Aup uo yvo0uy 
4sen (DEW L) 40h 8° A HI 
ad | uaspyiy) wasoffipuy ayy 
uvoung (WLOG) 17249 ay1 sng 
Z1904) (9) wvaig 4ng $f) 2219 
uosqoyy quawaessp 8 uDUlazqUa4yD) 
souuyoReyy $1980] FY spuaisy 
ysieyy espyq davyg ays 1"q 
uolng (QEWL) 421g 3noufid 



































Wits 

NO SNOO™ 4 pemajAcy—, 
GID Yoog 21104495—Dg9 

PINS As049417—91 

GID YsUOW-244-40-00g—W1OE 
wojsppunog AsDs9417 “4429—J319 
GniD YOog es0— SOWOYL—WL 
peoupapy JDy 0Ol—Vvdil 

Aluo Syuepngs 24nsDW—OSW 


2/qD40ADSUN—AYINN 
Pepusmwmossy 4°N-—-UN 
+4°9W 19349n9G—WG 
SUO!|ZDAIOSOy WIM —UM 
410420551425—LVS 
9|qDJOADI—AVA 

a a “au 
pood Ai®A~—DA 
$49]|99x%3—DXz 





GasiVuddV SNOO@ YAMIN INOS 











September, 1947 BOOKS ON TRIAL 83 
REVIEW EXCERPTS *«* COMMENTS x RATINGS 
Review excerpts are reprinted without prejudice to any reviewer, publisher or author. 
The following are among the more important books of a Abbreviations used: E—Excellent +» F—Favorable 
general nature recently published. Title, author, publisher C-I—Current Interest +» H.S.—Satisfactory for High 
and price is shown, followed by one or more pertinent review School *« TFA—Too.Far Advanced * A—For Adults 


excerpts from leading publications, or by Comments or 
Ratings or brief descriptions furnished by members of our 


own Staff. 


These pages are therefore useful as a sort of current 


catalog. 


NOTE: Among these excerpts and com- 
ments are several condensations of our 
own reviews. This expedient of throw- 
ing precious BOT copy into 6-point 
must not be construed as a reflection 
on our reviewers’ competence, but only 
upon the excessive number of titles be- 
ing published, plus our chronic space- 
shortage. We publicly beg our reviewers’ 
pardon.—Ed. 


The Abolition of Man 
C. S. Lewis Mac, $1.25 


C. S. Lewis’ concept is the moral downfall, the 
decrepitude, the caducity of man, not his dis- 
appearing from this planet . . . a forceful and 
brilliantly effective demonstration of the neces- 
sity of teaching the doctrine of objective value, 
the belief that certain attitudes are really true, 
and others really false. Humanity, if it is to 
survive, must obey the traditional morality 
forms. .. —J. M. Lelen. 


Riley Hughes in Columbia: “. . . a telling ar- 
gument for the natural law ... the theme 

. . that traditional humanity is in mortal 
danger from a scientism that, destroying objec- 
tive values, would subdue reality to the wishes 
of men... .” 


The Acquisitive Society 

R. H. Tawney H B $2.50 
The Catholic World: “. . . first of three lately 
reprinted volumes . . . shows to what extent 
the recent course of economic and political his- 
tory has justified the author’s analysis of con- 


ditions a quarter of a century ago . . . much 
sound philosophy and so much good practical 
sense . . . well deserve republication.” 

A—F 


Thomas More Book Club 
After Black Coffee 
Robert I. Gannon, S.J. McMullen, $2.25 
The Catholic World: “. . . To come upon a 
book which ‘gives delight and hurts not’... 
brings inspiration as well as charm—becomes 
increasingly difficult. Father Gannon brings us 


such a treasure ... wit, urbanity, human sym- 
pathy and Catholic idealism. . . .” 
A—HS—REC 


The Age of Reason 

_ Jean-Paul Sartre Knopf, $3.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . . this philosopher 
seems to propose . . . one dubious straw for 
drowning men: the freedom to believe in 


Objectionable + 
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nothing but oneself... . The book . . . turns 
its back upon what, for most people in one 
form or another, constitutes the truth... . 
“The pattern of the world as set forth... 
is so narrow that only the hopeless could find 
it an explanation of existence. .. .” 
A—U 


Alexander the Great 

Charles Alexander Robinson, Jr. Dutton, $3.75 
John J. O’Connor in America: “From the be- 
ginning of history there have been about five 
thousand names worthy of the historian’s no- 
tice. One . . . Alexander of Macedon... . Dr. 
Robinson, Professor of Classics at Brown Uni- 
versity .. . gives us an excellent approximation 
of the ambitious Macedonian leader ... a 
fresh and stimulating portrait of a world con- 


-queror. .. .” 


A—F 


All Soul’s Night 
John Kelly HB, $3.00 


New World, Chicago: “. . . by a writer of 
fancy intellectual pretensions about people with 
even fancier pretensions . . . introspection al- 
most to the point of decadence... . 

“ |. . esoteric Freudian sexuality . . . sec- 
tions . . . are most coarse . . . spotted with 
frequent attempts at ribald humor... . blas- 
phemous use of sacred words and theological 
terms to express immoral acts and relation- 
ships of revolting humans... .” 

A—DIS 


American Essays for the Newman 
Centennial 
ed. John K. Ryan and Edmond Darvil Benard 


C. U. A., $3.50 
The Commonweal: “. . . collection chosen 
from the articles by various authors published 
in American Catholic magazines at the time of 
the hundredth anniversary of Newman’s con- 
version, . . .” 
A—F 


And Never Goodbye 

Robert J. Kuhn A-C, $3.00 
From BOT review by Don G. Hogarty: “De- 
scribed as a ‘love story of our time,’ it might 
someday be significant as that, or as an un- 
intentional satire on writers who attempt eru- 
dite novels before maturity has set in... 
intended as a sales-talk for applied psychoan- 
alysis as the salvation for individual . . . and 
social problems . . . tampers with the subject 
of free will in human conduct, and all his 
characters become automatons impelled for- 
ever by carefully catalogued complexes and 
frustrations . . . Danny, a bar and bedroom 


intellectual, who does a great deal of unre- 
solved “rationalizing” . .. is described .. . 
as being both a Catholic and an atheist. This 
phenomenon is never quite explained, unless it 
is somewhat like being a Democrat or a Re- 
publican, and Danny is an independent who 
has never read the party platform.” 


A—DIS 
Angel’s Metal 

Ann Abelson HB, $2.50 
New World, Chicago: “. . . It reads like... 


something torn out of a sophomore’s copybook 
. . . dense and dismal hash . . . blasphemous 
bad taste... .” 

A—DIS 


Anglo-Saxon Saints and Scholars 

Eleanor Shipley Duckett Mac, $5.00 
America: “. . . filled with the warmth of Cath- 
olic tradition and consistency . . . eminently 
worthwhile to plow through all the scholarly 
minutiae in order to come across the thrilling 
pageant of the work of the early Irish monks, 
of their incredible travels and their sturdy in- 
dependence, which, the author claims, prevent- 
ed their apostolate from becoming the social 
force that monasticism became under Benedic- 
tine organization. . . .” 

A—EXC 


Appeal to the Nations 


Norman Thomas Holt, $2.75 


Saturday Review of Literature: “. . . the 
leader of American socialism . . . declares that 
the minimum price of peace is disarmament 
and the liquidation of imperialism . . . opti- 
mistically asserts that in this program the way 
may be found to do away with international 
war. The world-wide desire for peace, and fear 
of war are not sufficient in themselves. . . . 
“In being . . . so skeptical ef other paths to 
peace and so unrealistic in respect to disarma- 
ment, Mr. Thomas appears to be inconsistent. 


” 


' A—F(WR) 


The Art of Worldly Wisdom 

Otto Eisenschiml DS & P, $2.50 
From BOT review by William A. FitzGerald, 
Ph.D., librarian St. Louis U. School of Medi- 
cine: “Both sub-title . . . and foreword sug- 
gest that it is built on the work of the 17th C. 
Spanish Jesuit, Baltasar Gracian, but the en- 
tire material has been so interpolated and 
reinterpreted and reorganized with modern al- 
lusions that it is hardly rcognizable as Gra- 
cian’s. . . . Those familiar with the epigram- 
matic style of Gracian will prefer his own 
precepts to the version offered in this book. 


Sf) J4i 
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The Living Dead 


Madman’s Memory 

Roger Vercel Random, $2.50 

Reviewed by Mary Toomey. 

Madman’s Memory, a translation from 
the French novel by Roger Vercel, is 
a production of literary merit. It is the 
story of a young, intelligent, sensitive 
French girl well born but not well situ- 
ated in a small village of Brittany. She 
marries a dull-witted, conceited boy 
chiefly because of his ancestry. A widow 
at the age of 24, living in the black 
shadows of her possessive mother-in- 
law’s house she meets a man of great vi- 
tality but low birth. Wearied as she is of 
living among dead memories, she is 
afraid to take the chance life offers 
her to live and once again chooses a 
life shrouded in neurotic devotion to 
the dead; aristocratic shadows are more 
familiar and preferable to light if it 
comes from a commonplace source. 

This is no run-of-the-mill novel. It is 
a dramatic story revealed by a penetrat- 
ing and able novelist. The characters, 
Breton to the core, have an outward, 
superficial fidelity to Catholicism but 
Catholicism that they have distorted 
with superstition. The author lifts layer 
after layer until the reader sees down 
to the quick of these self-centered, in- 
grown people so concerned by posses- 
siveness that they search the lives of 
the living to maintain their neurotic 
devotion to the dead. 

The story is told with skill and econ- 
omy. The tension never drops; the dark 
and shadowy mood is well sustained; 
the style is clear and vivid. It is a 
superior short novel of half-mad Breton 
people whose Catholicism is as warped 
as their own sinister natures. 





. . . Some of these precepts for successful liv- 
ing are stimulating, others less so... a few 
remind one of Benjamin Franklin. . . . The 
work leaves one a bit cold. The cogency and 
force the compiler promises seem lacking. . . . 
By way of parenthesis: Gracian is referred to 
as a monk, which a Jesuit is not!” 


A—DM * 
As You Sow 

Walter Goldschmidt H B, $4.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . despite the fact that 


defenders of the family-type farm have all the 
better of the argument, the American small 
farmer is losing ground at such a rate that 
when commodities return to peacetime prices 
the loss of farms and other havoc will be ex- 
treme. ... 

“. . . In contrast with Lee Fryer’s volume 
on the American farmer . . . Mr. Gold- 
schmidt’s new work is much more ‘sociologic’ 





in organization and tone . . . tables, charts and 
graphs quite plentiful but the more he warms 
to his theme the more pronounced is [his] 
recourse to professional jargon... . 

“, . What seems to interest him most is 
the conservation of our soil, the maintenance 
of full agricultural production and equality of 
economic, social and every other kind of op- 
portunity for our rural population. .. .” 

A—F 


The Assault 
Allan R. Matthews SS, $2.50 
America: “. . . a Georgia newspaperman prods 


our highly selective memories with a reporto- 
rial account of what went into that victory 
(Iwo Jima) in the way of blood, sweat and 
tears. His press-box was a shell-hole on the 
beach. ... 

“Only two things mar this book . . . one 

. the rather truculent foreword by car- 
toonist Bill Mauldin, who shows concern lest 
the foxhole war be used as propaganda against 
atheism. . . . The other . . . the frequent use 
of profanity and near-obscenity in the dia- 
es. s-«-% 

*, . that jot of strained realism could 
easily have been spared in a book which is 
frighteningly real in a more difficult and 
worthy sense... .” 

A—O 


Associated Press News Annual: Vol, II— 
1946 

ed. Dewitt Mackenzie 
A collection of the principle stories carried 
on the Associated Press wires during the year. 
Accompanying the collection of articles are the 
best news pictures, which add to the interest 
and value of the book. The selection made by 
DeWitt Mackenzie, Associated Press news an- 
alyst, covers reports of most of the important 
events of the year. 

A—F —J. L. O'Sullivan, Dean, 

Marquette U. College of Journalism. 


Battle Report; Pacific War; Middle Phase 
Walter Karig and Eric Purdon, U.S.N.R. 


Rinehart, $5.00 
Chicago Tribune: “, . . history served with a 
touch of glamor . . . incidents . . . more excit- 


ing than fiction . . . well worthwhile book... . 
One of the highlights . . . the Battle of Gua- 
dalcanal . . . in which Rear Adm. Dan Cal- 
laghan lost his life and our inferior forces 
turned back a Japanese reeinforcing unit .. . 


80 plates . . . six maps .. . highly recom- 
mended... .” 

A—HS—F 
Big Country Texas 

Donald Day DS &P, $3.50 
The Commonweal: “. . . American Folkways 


Series of regional studies . . . undoubtedly one 

of the most amusing for those who like the 

simple humor and the tall tale of the frontier. 

The author is a native son who shares his 

fellow-Texans’ bumptious optimism. . . .” 
A—SAT 


The Big Sky 

A. B. Guthrie, Jr. Sloane, $3.50 
The Commonweal: “. . . despite strenuous 
historical fiction dealing with the mountain 
men of a century ago. ... This is no western 
which ends with the flying banners of the 


Rinehart, $5.00 . 


Army regiments come to rescue our white hero 

from the Indians . . . has unwittingly opened 

the Audubon journals. . . . His people’s voices 

and accents go with the big sky and the breath- 

less valleys and the winds of the West... .” 
AWR 


Bread and Rice 

Doris Rubens Macauley, $3.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . despite strenuous 
efforts by the author, the narrative fails to 
hold the attention . . . badly written . . . at- 
tempts at impressionism verge on the gro- 
tesque .. . much sentimentality . . . some bad 
ere 

A—DM 


British Thought 1947 
Gresham, $3.75 
The Commonweal: “. . . The writing is as 
varied as the subject matter. Bernard Shaw 
. . good .. . Spike Hughes . . . vigorous 
and amusing. . . . If you like whimsy, Harold 
Nicolson has a nice piece about his sixtieth 
birthday. But too much of the writing is rather 
old and rather tired journalism .. . natural 
enough. . . . Many British thinkers and writ- 
ers had just gotten over six years of war and 
had not yet gotten over the year of peace... .” 
AWR 


The Chequer Board 
Nevil Shute Morrow, $2.75 


The Catholic World: “. . . contains the ele- 
ments of sociological tragedy . .. It is un- 
fortunate that the story is marred by the 
contrasting of Buddhism and Christianity to 
the latter’s discredit (on a naturalistic plane 
however), and by one character’s tendency to 
regard marriage as a necessary legal nuisance.” 
A—DM (REV. >. 11) 


Christ Stopped at Eboli 
Carlo Levi FS, $3.00 


The Sign: “... Artistically .. . a simple and 
fine example of writing which seems to have 
lost nothing in translation. Though dealing 
with many sordid facts and situations, these 
are not overemphasized. . , . 

“. . The political, economic, and religious 
neglect of the population is beyond question, 
and it is shocking that such a condition 
exists... . 

“’. . The author is not anti-Catholic nor 
anti-clerical, but as an outsider to the faith, he 
fails to realize the deep influence of Catholic 
culture even when certain human incrustations 
hide it from the casual observer... .” 

A—SAT (WR)—(REV. p. 37) 


Columbia, Colossus on the Hudson 
Horace Coon Dutton, $4.50 


Chicago Tribune: “. . . ‘It is no accident, per- 
haps, that the present site of Columbia uni- 
versity was once occupied by the Bloomingdale 
Insane asylum’. . 

“" . . Serio-comic writing . . . an instructor 
in the extension division, gives a comprehen- 
sive report . . . spares no dignities. .. . 

“. , the university is pictured as ‘a big, 
great, soulless corporation,’ possessed of a fac- 
ulty with a pronounced tendency toward 
‘schizophrenia.’ . . . the first volume of a pro- 
jected American college and university series to 
be brought out by Dutton.” 

A—F 
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Come Home, Traveller 

Claude Kinnoull Doubleday, $2.75 
The Catholic World: “. . . her too frequent 
use of melodramatic devices and coincidence 
and her effort to compress the entire range of 
human misery into one brief narrative vitiates 
her valiant attempt at high tragedy.” 


John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Transcript: 
«| , characters are Catholics who have 
abandoned the practice of their religion but, 
under the buffetings of fortune, return to it 
in one degree or another, by one road or an- 
other. . . . Adult and outspoken . . . more 
notable in ideas than in execution . . . even in 
performance.” 
A—FAV (WR) 


Deadline Delayed 

Overseas Press Club Dutton, $3.50 
New World, Chicago: “. . . a collection of 22 
stories written by members of the Overseas 
Press Club ... none... published before... . 

“|, interesting reading . . . good material 
and good writing. .. .” 

A—F 
Defeat in Victory 

Jan Ciechanowski Doubleday, $3.50 
H. L. Brozowski, S.J., in Catholic Review 
Service: “The tragic story of Poland .. . is 
extremely well told... . The author .. . war- 
time ambassador of Poland to the U.S... .” 


The Sign: “. . . tragic story of Poland’s war 
years. Told by the former Polish Ambassador 
to the United States. . . . Students of con- 
temporary history cannot afford to overlook 
this step-by-step account of the Polish trag- 
edy.” 

A—REC 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
Difficult Star 

Katherine Burton LC, $2.75 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Transcript: 
“Mrs. Burton tells this absorbing and wonder- 
fully edifying story with her accustomed skill. 
The multitudinous details of a crowded and 
controverted life have been discriminatively 
sorted, then woven into a fabric of . . . con- 
sistency, smoothness and beauty. .. .” 


Discovery of Europe 


ed. Philip Rahv H M, $5.00 
The Catholic World: “. . . an excellent an- 
thology of Americana on Europe .. . extraor- 


” 


dinarily stimulating . . . a must... 


A—HS—F 
Distinguished Negroes Abroad 
B. J. Fleming and M. J. Pryde Associated, $2.65 


The Commonweal; “. . . contains many fa- 
miliar names known to students of Negro his- 


tory . . . the stories are simply and interest- 
ingly told... .” 
A—F 


Dust on the King’s Highway 

Helen C. White Mac, $3.00 
America: “. . . historical fiction . . . story of 
the Francisco missions in California, centered 
around the journeys and labors and final mar- 
tyrdom of the hero, Fray Francisco Garces .. . 
a convincing study of the whole idea and 
ideals of Spanish colonization on our West 
eee 

“ .. . quite slow-paced for two-thirds of its 
length . . . around page 300 it literally takes 
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fire, and the climax is inspiring in its grasp of 
the true glory of the highest of adventures, 
martyrdom... .” 

A—HS—F—REV—>. 13 


Dwight Craig 

Donald MacRae H M, $2.75 
The Commonweal: “, . . Mr. MacRae is 
neither Sinclair Lewis, nor J. Swift nor good 
red herring. His book is far too long; the first 
two-thirds of it are just dull . . . has empha- 
sized human mediocrity and fanaticism, but he 
does not need nearly four hundred pages to 


make his point. . . . He has too many trees, 
or perhaps too many cornfields.” 

A—U 
Eclipse of Reason 

Max Horkheimer Oxford, $2.75 
The Commonweal: “The thesis . . . ‘to relate 


the current impasse in philosophical thinking 
to the concrete dilemma of the human outlook 
for the future’ . . . Critical of pragmatism .. . 
he finds neo-Thomism to be an artificial re- 
naissance. . . . He is content to guess that 
Saint Thomas, if he were living today .. . 
would either condemn science for philosophical 
reasons or turn heretic. . . . This book abun- 
dantly exemplifies the dilemma of the modern 
intellectual . . . we are offered only negation 
and independent thought which brought us 
where we are... .” 
A—DM 


Edward Kavanagh—1795-1844 

William Leo Lucey, S.J. Marshall Jones, $3.50 
The Catholic World: “. . . an interesting, com- 
plete and well documented biography of Ed- 
ward Kavanagh, a distinguished diplomat and 
statesman of the thirties and forties of the 
last century... .” 

A—F 


The Empire Builders 
Robert O. Case Doubleday, $3.00 


Richard S. Bradley, S.J., in Catholic Review 
Service: “. . . a fascinating book, but do not 
call it true history .. . written in the form of 
dramatic episodes...the Oregon territory.... 
“' , . too much attention is given . . . minor 
characters. . . .” 
A—F 


The Enchanted 


Martin Flavin Harper, $3.00 


Harold C. Gardiner in America: “ ...a truly 
remarkable book. Its style . . . admirably 
suited to the matter... .” 

A—F (WR) 


An Essay on Morals 
Philip Wylie Rinehart, $2.50 


Information: “. . . Mr. Wylie liked [man] 
better, or hated him less, when he was content 
to be merely an animal . . . where Instinct 
ruled supreme and all things well. . . . One 
fears some pages must have been missing from 
the textbook when he studied the modern 
psychology he lauds so highly. Freud and 
Jung, his preceptors, paint some very unpleas- 
ant pictures of Instinct and its primitive 
‘drives’... 

“. . . The Roman Catholic Church leaves 
him, obviously not speechless, but vastly inco- 
herent and illogical. His diatribes . . . are far 
more spirited than historically accurate. . 


Distorted Standard 


Friends and Lovers 

Helen MacInnes LB, $2.75 
Reviewed by Mary Louise Hector, poet, 

instructor, Mundelein College. 

Her family’s social opposition, his fam- 
ily’s poverty prevent the immediate 
marriage of Penny and David. At a 
contrived, double-barreled crisis, Penny 
comforts her depressed lover with her 
self, mouthing, the while, a neat sum- 
mary of the distorted standard which 
has been tediously building through the 
novel: “We are our own conventions, 
our own morality. If we keep faith, then 
nothing we do is wrong.” Union, with 
or without marriage, becomes a private 
affair, independent of everything out- 
side the ‘man and woman who are loyal 
and honest to each other.” 

The author’s saccharine confidence in 
their permanent happiness furnishes a 
final honeymoon scene, exuding an iron- 
ically stale sentiment. 

Friends and Lovers is heavy with 
platitudinizing: “A sense of duty is a 
tormenting thing: if you do what you 
feel you ought to do, you often wish you 
hadn’t . . .” and on and on. Minute 
points are awkwardly overexplained; 
constant shifting of viewpoint further 
cries the artistic ineptitude. 





One senses here some deep, inner torment that 
seeks relief in outer conflict, even though that 
works no cure... .” 

A—DIS 


Exploring Our National Parks and 
Monuments 

Devereaux Butcher Oxford, $1.75 
The Commonweal: “. . . to be commended 
for its many fine halftones and its invaluable 
data on topography, trees, flora and fauna and 
means of access.” 

A—HS—F 


F.D.R. Columnist 
ed. Donald Scott Carmichael P&C, $3.00 


Chicago Tribune: “. . . . a collection of news- 
paper columns Mr. Roosevelt wrote . . . in his 
second year at Warm Springs. . . . The late 
President was not fond of the press, but he 
reserved the deepest recesses of his wells of 
hate for columnists. . . . The columns are in a 
folksy style . . . contain nothing sensational, 
nor do they throw any new light on the man 

. . are interesting in that they show what he 
was thinking in the early days of his ill- 
ness... .” 

A—SAT 
Financing by Credit Creation 

T. K. Whitaker Clonmore, 90c 
An account of what has actually happened in 
the U.S. and Britain during the last war— 
facts and figures on deficit financing—with a 
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brilliant introduction by Christopher Hollis, 
M.P., author of Breakdown of Money. 
A—F 


Footnotes on Nature 

John Kieran Doubleday, $3.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . Kieran shows himself 
a real naturalist, in the best sense: a man with 
a deep, intelligent and lifelong devotion to the 
wonder of the natural world . . . who knows 
how to write about his nature adventures with 
a winning enthusiasm . . . his ‘Footnoes’ are 
interspersed with more quotations than have 
perhaps ever been seen in any volume since 
the eighteenth century... . 

“ . . . good, sound, simple book... .” 

A—HS—REC 


For Better, For Worse 

Esther B. Kling and Samuel G. Kling Holt, $3.50 
Anthology of short stories about marriage. 
Richard Sullivan in Chicago Tribune: “. . . 
the general level . . . is admirably high... . 
the general effect is one of careful, conscienti- 
ous selection . . . some readers may feel, with 
subtle justice, that too much emphasis has 
been placed . . . upon the grim, the unhappy, 
even the sordid aspects of marriage. . . . Ob- 
viously, these stories tend to treat never so 
much the sacramental as the naturalistic -side 
of the contract... .” 

AWR 


The Forest of the Dead 

Ernst Wiechert Greenberg, $2.50 
Erik V. Kuehnelt-Leddihn in The Catholic 
World: “. . . Wiechert is one of Germany’s 
greatest living writers. A conservative from 
Eastern Prussia . . . basically a religious man 
but we see how, towards the end of his un- 
speakable sufferings, his faith is shaken under 
the impact of the horrors. .. . 

AWR 


Freedom of the Movies 

Ruth A. Inglis U. Chicago, $3.00 
The Catholic World: “. . . discusses the social 
function and moral responsibility of the screen 
and describes the attempts at censorship which 
culminated in the Motion Picture Production 
Code . . . holds that the motion picture indus- 
try should . . . share the freedom of the press 

. should be protected against monopolistic 

control . . . should face its own obligation. . . . 

“ . . will leave many readers feeling that 
we are all back again where we started from, 
with the problem of the Movies laid again in 
the public lap. . . . How can the public con- 
struct a solid basis of new and loftier stand- 
ards?” 

AWR 


The Future of American 
Secret Intelligence 


George S. Pettee Infantry Journal, $2.00 


America: “. .. An expert economist and a col- 
lege professor, he has a thorough knowledge of 
the academic intricacies of research methods. . . 

“Dr. Pettee develops his little book from an 
initial study of some glaring blunders in our 
intelligence estimates of correlated military 
plans . . . reaches certain conclusions as to 
what—in his opinion—is wrong in our intelli- 
gence methodology . . . pleads the case for a 
soundly-conceived, strongly-organized central 
intelligence authority, responsible for develop- 
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ing the over-all picture of what is going on in 
the world... .” 
A—F 


George Macdonald: An Anthology 

C. S. Lewis Mac, $1.50 
The Commonweal: “. . . Mr. Lewis places 
Macdonald with Kafka and Novalis, in the 
class of those who can make a story which 
conveys truth as telephone wires convey 
words, soundlessly, hitting us ‘at a level deeper 
than our thoughts or even our passions.’ .. . 
Mr. Lewis has found many pure gems. . . 
But, though these are sound, they are pedes- 
trian . . . good hors d’oeuvres, but its greatest 
virtue will be if it persuades a publisher to 
reissue what Mr. Lewis so rightly calls ‘the 
great works’ of George Macdonald.” 

AWR 


Germany from Defeat to Conquest 
W. M. Knight-Patterson Mac, $5.00 


Waldemar Gurian in America: “. . . reads like 
the product of a prosecutor’s pen . . . his book 
does not go beyond the surface. He does not 
even try to analyze the forces behind German 
expanisionism and nationalism. . . . The book 
may have some value as a counterpart to writ- 
ings of the opposite school, but I cannot accept 
Knight-Patterson’s accumulation of selected 
quotations and statistics as a real picture of his- 
torical developments and social forces. . . .” 
AWR 


Germany’s Underground 
Allen Welsh Dulles Mac, $3.00 


America: “. . . Dulles is probably the Ameri- 
can best informed about the underground in 
Germany during the last months of the 
ee 

“The history of this underground demon- 
strates the extraordinary difficulties of getting 
rid of a totalitarian regime, once it has been 
established. . . . 


A—F 
A. P. Giannini 

Julian Dana P-H, $4.50 
The Monitor, San Francisco: “... Dana... 


succeeded in conjuring up a giant in moral as 
well as physical stature who deserves an hon- 
ored niche in California’s Hall of Fame... . 
Mr. Dana aims to show how Giannini’s hand 
may be seen in the solution of every financial 
crisis in the last forty years . . . we are as- 
sured that Giannini has always been on the 
side of the common man—‘the little fellow’— 





Good Handwriting and Bad Habits 

Sixty per cent of those who replied 
in a survey conducted among 600 school 
systems believe that poor handwriting 
is a symptom of carelessness and other 
bad mental habits. 

An even higher percentage believe 
that there will be no improvement un- 
less penmanship is taught as a separate 
subject. 

There are many indications that the 
three most neglected subjects at this 
time are reading, writing, and arith- 
metic. 





and that this is demonstrable by his politica] 
self-effacement and the smallness of his per. 


sonal fortune . . . we are made aware of the 
machinations of J. P. Morgan . . . the chican. 
ery of the Wall Street gang .. . the short- 


comings of Henry Morgenthau, Jr., and many 
another. . 

“. . . @ compelling picture and well but- 
tressed by the author’s expert knowledge of 
the California background... .” 


A—SAT (WR) 
God and Heroes 

Gustav Schwab Pantheon, $6.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . He retells the great 


legends of Greece with splendid vigor and 
charm. The stories are strong, plastic and 
bright. . .°. It is, I think, the most attractive 
retelling of these great stories in English that 
has come to my attention. .. .” 
A—HS—F—REV (p. 16) 


Good-Bye India 


Sir Henry Sharp Oxford, $4.25 
The Commonweal: “. . . facetious, but shame- 
fully unfunny, indeed boring . . . does not 


seem to be a book which will improve the 

average American’s opinion of the English . . . 

may even lead him to rejoice that . . . its title 

would more accurately be not “Good-Bye 

India” but “Farewell, British Empire.” 
A—F 


Hawaii, the 49th State 

Blake Clark Doubleday, $3.00 
J. N. Moody in The Commonweal: “A bill to 
admit Hawaii to statehood has recently passed 
the House. This book is obviously designed to 
capitalize on the interest that may be evoked 
by this legislation . . . a rather superficial 
survey of Hawaii’s history, resources and cur- 
rent condition . . . has little to recommend it.” 

A—HS—WR 


Flenry the Navigator 


Elaine Sanceau Norton, $3.50 


America: “. . . Henry (1394-1460), third son 
of King Joao of Portugal. . . . This is a biog- 
raphy ... not just a record of the audacious 
deeds of Portugese seamen. . . . There is a 


good deal of authenticity about this work. ...” 
A—F 


Here Is Television 


Thomas H. Hutchinson Hastings, $4.00 
Chicago Tribune: “. . . a comprehensive ac- 
count ... in non-technical language . . . pro- 
fusely illustrated.” 

A—F 
The Hidden Damage 

James Stern HB, $4.00 


The Commonweal: “. . . What Mr. Hersey 
did for the single bombing of Hiroshima, Mr. 
Stern has succeeded in doing for the whole 
aftermath of the German war and for the Al- 
lied occupation—nor could even Tolstoy have 
done it better.” 


Erik V. Kuehnelt-Leddihn in The Catholic 
World: “. . . an exceedingly vivid picture of 
the Germany of today . . . all sorts of Ger- 
mans, good . ,. bad... honest . . . dishonest 
. .. Nazis and anti-Nazis . . . we cannot help 
but sense the presence of Satan and the Angels, 
of Evil and Sanctifying Grace. . . .” 
A—F 
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History Is on Our Side 
Joseph Needham, F.R.S. Mac, $2.75 


Chicago Tribune: “. . . Dr. Needham recon- 
ciles the apparent paradox that ‘Christianity is 
the opium of the people’ and ‘Communism is 
the heir of Christianity,’ supporting his logic 
with the corollary that ‘Christianity must per- 
ish that Christ may live... .” 


A—DM 
Home Country 

Ernie Pyle Sloane, $3.75 
The Commonweal: “. . . . travel pieces that 
Emie Pyle wrote for the Scripps-Howard 
newspapers between 1935 and 1940... in 


this book the war has not come yet, and so 
there is just America and Pyle talking to 
Americans. . . .” 


A—HS—F 
How to Hold an Audience Without a 
Rope 
Josh Lee Z-D, $3.00 


Not so much a manual for public speakers as 
a memoir of the author’s exploits and elocu- 
tionary triumphs. Author is one of those people 
the promotion department likes to call “color- 
ful’—from his covered-wagon infancy to his 
descent upon Washington as Senator from 
Oklahoma. Not all readers, especially those 
looking for real help, will be as enchanted with 
the author as the author appears to be. But 
he makes one good point: Never attempt to 
give a speech without preparation. Perhaps 
that’s enough to expect from one book. 


AWR —M.EE. 
I Have Two Countries 
Mbonu Ojike Day, $3.00 


The Commonweal: “. . . written by a black 
man from Nigeria, who spent seven years in 
the United States, acquiring an education .. . 
with the unspoiled naturalness of a pre-adol- 
escent . . . preoccupation with self . . . sense 
of wonder. ... 

“. . has no sociological significance . . . 
But for all its lack of profundity, it holds the 
reader’s interest... . 

“... a black man with a British accent 
... his father had ten wives... .In 1946... 
Mr. Ojike returned to Nigeria at the invita- 
tion of the U.S. Immigration Service.” 

AWR 


I Speak for Thaddeus Stevens 


Elsi Singmaster H M, $3.50 
The Commonweal: “. . . Bowers apparently be- 
lieved that Stevens . . . prevented the adoption 


by Congress of a sane program of reconstruc- 
tion in the period after the Civil War. . . 
Miss Singmaster is completely convinced that 
Stevens was utterly sincere in all his under- 
takings . . . presents her point of view with 
the aid of much dialogue . . . no footnotes 
but . . . much direct quotation. .. .” 
A—SAT 


I Wish I'd Written That 
ed. Eugene J. Woods Whittlesey, $3.50 


Catholic Review Service: “. . . Replete with 
sophisticated pictures of frustration and un- 
answered problems, it is almost empty of 
general appeal. 

A—DM—REVD (p. 203, Vol.V) 


In This Thy Day 


Michael McLaverty 
Phe: Signs: *3i2i. 


Mac, $2.50 
remarkable not for the simple 


story it tells, but for the authenticity of its 
characters and of the Irish countryside in 
which they move and express themselves. . . .” 


The Catholic World: “. . . . He writes with 
much penetration; his characters, . . . live, and 
the novel as a whole is imbued with the spir- 
itual perspective to which the Irish are heir.” 
A—HS—F—REV—». 226, Vol. 5 


The Innocent Eye 

Herbert Read Holt, $3.50 
The Commonweal: “. . . first a Tory, then a 
radical; now an atheist, later a mystic; a 
classicist and finally an unflinching romantic. 
. .. It is to be regretted that Read has spoiled 
what might have been an excellent autobiog- 
raphy by his garrulous editorializing. . . .” 

AWR 


The Indifferent Children 


Andrew Lee P-H, $3.00 
America: “. . . . entertaining and unpretenti- 
ously wise.” 

A—FAV(WR) 


Into the Main Stream 
Charles S. Johnson Chapel Hill, $2.50 


Saturday Review of Literature: “. . . survey 
of Dr. Johnson . . . president of Fisk Uni- 
versity . . . is based upon contributions by 
some 700 individuals in the South and upon 
field trips by staff members. . . . The principle 
of equalization is advancing . . . perceptible if 
slow headway. Southern Negro leaders’ aims 
are higher than their hopes for the immediate 
fate. <2 
A—F 


It May Never Happen 

V. S. Pritchett R & H, $2.50 
The Commonweal: “. . . short stories . . 
lacks interest in and sympathy for the dreary 
characters in its midst; deprived and thwarted 
clerks, neurotic females (frightening pugs), 
fanatics and mousey youths. ... 

“He has something of Hemingway’s sordid 
locale and economy of style, but little of his 
toughness . . . the real weakness . . . the heart- 
lessness and distorted, night-marish portrayal 
of humanity... .” 


A—U 
I’ve Shed My Tears 

D. F. Karaka A-C, $3.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . The chief topics 


covered include a most sympathetic account of 
the rise of Gandhi (whom the author re- 
veres).... 

“Desipte his frequent caustic and cynical 


lapses . . . a firstrate piece of work. .. .” 
A—F 
Jim Crow America 
Earl Conrad D, S & P, $3.00 
Saturday Review of Literature: “. . . (Conrad 
is) ... a labor organizer .. . first rate news- 


paperman, and a student of American his- 
COty. =. . 

“ . . a compliation of essays and anecdotes 
. . . to show how chattel slavery in America 
has created in white people attitudes which 


distort their thinking. ...I... cannot go 
along with . . . assumption that .. . jim 
crowism and... hatred of the non-white exist 


87 











Farrell . . . McSorley . . . Driscoll 
. . - Betty Smith 

Says Rev. Henry A. MacEnery, a dis- 

cerning critic, in The Monitor, San 

Francisco: “. . . James T. . . . Farrell’s 

realism was an abject failure because he 


leaned so heavily on his pen that he — 


spoiled the picture. 

“The same judgment may be rendered 
on Betty Smith’s A Tree Grows In 
Brooklyn and McSorley’s Our Own Kind. 

“There can be no doubt that all 
these efforts were autobiographical but, 
masked as novels, they were lacking in 
honesty, if not in malice, and they re- 
sulted in a blurred perspective in which 
all pretence of truth was disregarded. 

“. . on the other hand, Charles B. 
Driscoll, in Country Jake [$3.00] states 
frankly that his relation is personal and 
that his characters are his father and 
mother and brethren, and, although his 
portraitures are stark and clear and 
sometimes cruel, we are able to recog- 
nize them as reasonable facsimiles of 
of the human race. For this reason his 
books can be accepted as real contri- 
butions to the history of the Irish ele- 
ment in the American ‘melting pot’. . .” 





solely because of the advent of slavery and 
subsequent historical developments. . . .” 


A—DM 
BASEBALL 
Judge Landis and Twenty-Five Years 
of Baseball 

J. G. Taylor Spink Crowell, $3.00 
Written by the publisher of Sporting News, 
this largely sympathetic biography of a spec- 
tacular Federal Judge who resigned his office 
to become baseball commissioner is unique in 
the fact that the subject—Judge Landis—had 
a dislike for the author which amounted al- 
most to hate. 

No one denies that Landis made history in 
the baseball world, nor that he was completely 
incorruptible, a little vain, decidedly crotchety 
and perhaps a little too much inclined toward 
publicity. The story seems to be a fair and 
reasonable portrait. Thorough-going baseball 
followers will not want to miss it. 


A—F —J.C.T. 
Juliette Low 

Mildred Mastin Pace Scribner, $2.00 
Chicago Tribune: “. . . the founder of the 


Girl Scouts in the United States . . . a fasci- 
nating and eventful record. .. . 

“ , . always it was the girls themselves that 
she loved—not the organization—and they 
loved her... .” 


HS—F 


Kenny (with RETREAD 
and END OF THE ROAD) 

Louis Bromfield Harper, $2.50 
From BOT review by Dorothy Atkinson Wil- 
liams: “Three adult readable short novels 
about ‘interesting people in dramatic situations, 
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Life’s Simplicities 
The Game Cock and Other Stories 
Michael McLaverty D-A, $2.75 


Reviewed by Mark Barron, O.P. 


Very probably the majority of these 
_ stories would be found unacceptable for 
publication by the editors of The New 
Yorker—which happens to be to the 
credit of their author. 


Michael McLaverty writes beautifully 
and simply of simple (-hearted) Irish 
folk and simple, fundamental human 
verities. Because The Game Cock is not 
a series of clinical cases in abnormal or 
criminal psychology, it succeeds in at- 
taining that universal quality that still 
remains the touchstone of genuine and 
great art. 


To attempt to single out any one 
story as especially noteworthy would 
be unfair to the others. Quietly, with a 
humor very close to the pathos that 
lurks at the bottom of the well of hu- 
man loneliness, each one satisfies the 
late Willa Cather’s definition of “any 
art”: “. . . an effort to make a sheathe, 
a mould in which to imprison for a mo- 
ment the shining, elusive element that 
is life itseli—life hurrying past us and 
runnng away, too strong to stop, too 
sweet to lose.” 





told with masterful ease by a clever writer. 
. . . Strange to see an accomplished, sincere 
writer so understanding of men and animals, 
yet without a trace of cognizance of the 
Author of nature and application of His laws 
—if you except a few casual, blasphemous 
repetitions of the Holy Name .. . (Charac- 
ters) are all alive and clear as animals, but 
not an immortal soul in the lot . . . only 
touch of the oe is of a god spelled 
with a very small ‘g’. 
A—DM 


Kingsblood Koyal 
Sinclair Lewis Random, $3.00 
Francis X. Connolly in the Catholic Mirror: 
“. . . Vigorous, well-written and wholly con- 
vincing . . . new zest and a refreshingly accu- 
rate point of view . . . credible . . . intensely 
real and exciting. . . . And since Lewis has 
often been criticized for portraying marital in- 
fidelity, justice demands that he be praised for 
portraying a goed marriage in this book. . 


John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “. . . much 
superficial scribbling, much erratic, if occa- 
sionally coruscating chattering. But it has 
depth and force . . . reality and urgency... . 
. Rough here and there . . . a fascinat- 
ing, disturbing, thought-compelling novel.” 
A—F—REV—+}. 5 


Knock On Any Door 


Willard Motley A-C, $3.00 
The Sign: “. . . no excuse for dangerously 
vivid portrayals of vulgarity and vice. . . .” 


AWR—REV—+. 5 
The Last Trump 

Denis de Rougemont Doubleday, $2.00 
The Commonweal: ‘ . de Rougemont de- 
clares that, for some years, now, he has been 
an active pessimist. . . . Western man has not 
only been plotting for a long time to get rid 
of himself but has finally hit on the surest, 
gaudiest way of doing it . . . de Rougemont 
does not intend to take it in silence .. . is 
perfectly equipped . . . to take some of his 
own advice on what should be done. . . .” 

A—F(WR) 
The Life of Neville Chamberlain 


Keith Feiling Mac, $6.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . This badly-written 
volume, completed in 1944 . . . a quasi-official 


biography, peculiarly lacking in perspective. 
But . . . valuable for its use of Chamberlain’s 
diaries and journals and of his weekly letters 
of political commentary to his sisters . . . gives 
a good picture of its subject. . 

AWR 
Little Gate 

Annamarie Ewing Rinehart, $2.50 
Condensed from BOT review by Loreto Ho- 
gan Kimball, M. Mus.: “. . . evidently a brief 
for Jazz, calling it a new American music, 
which ‘defies the ordinary arrangement of 
tones that passes with the unimaginative for 
Music.’ . . . Story is nil . . . describes scenes 
in dance halls, speakeasies, saloons where a 
mixed group of players . . . hold forth until 
the hearers . . . become emotionally intoxi- 
cated by the noise and incessant rhythm . 
language is vulgar, often obscene, commonly 
blasphemous and disgusting, as are many 
scenes . . . describes lives lived entirely in the 
emotions with neither inhibitions nor morals. 

. vocabulary is limited. . . . Some pianists 

play ‘low, mean and dirty,’ whatever that 
means in Jazz. Definitely taboo.” 

A—DIS 
Livingstone’s Last Journey 

Sir Reginald Coupland 
The Catholic World: “ 
African colonial history . . 

. . good maps... .” 

A—F 
Magic and Myth of the Movies 

Parker Tyler Holt, $3.50 
The Sign: “Mr. Tyler, to judge by his evalu- 
ations, has been brought up on the theories of 
psychoanalysis and, unfortunately, never got 
over it. . . . Movies are neither fun nor stimu- 
lating when viewed from the distorted angle at 
which Mr. Tyler sits. Neither, for that matter, 
is his book, which contributes nothing of value 
to the problem. . . . Quackery in psychoan- 
alysis has done enough harm to date without 
branching out on a mass scale.” 

A—U 
Men of Erie 

Edward Hungerford 
The Commonweal: “, . . the affairs of the 
Erie Railroad . . . does a very good job in 
bringing to life the long line of Erie presi- 
dents, from Eleazor Lord . . to today’s 
president, Robert Woodruff. . . .” 

A—SAT 


Mac, $3.50 
. by an expert in 
. vivid narrative 


Random, $3.75 


’ Otto Bird in The Sign: “. 


Missouri Compromise 

Tris Coffin LB, $3.00 
The Sign: “To Tris Coffin, who places F. D. R, 
on a pedestal reaching high up into the clouds, 
the Washington scene during the past two 
years has been a pathetic blotch created by 
vagueness, indecision, and compromise. . . 
~ ali Truman is a happy-go-lucky bung- 
ler. . 


. author’s heroes are liberals like Chester 
Bowles, Wayne Morse, and George Aiken . 
Taft is presented as a truly enlightened con- 
servative. . . . Vandenberg is . . . a good 
actor... . 


“Not a weighty offering but smart reporting 
and lively chitchat. . . .” 
AWR 


Modern Christian Revolutionaries 

ed. Donald Attwater D-A, $4.00 
. except for the 
essay on Chesterton, which claims that his big- 
gest mistake lay in becoming a Catholic and 
in not being a pacifist . . . all the essays pro- 
vide judicious and informative apprecia- 
tiem...” 

A—MSO—F (WR) 


Moreau St. Mery’s American Journey, 
1793-1798 

ed. Kenneth and Anna M. Roberts Doubleday, $5.00 
America: “Moreau was a French emigré who 
came to America in 1793 . . . his book threw 
much light on the less pleasant of the social 
customs . . . in the first decade of our national 
existence . . . the translators succeeded in put- 
ting Moreau into a neatly tailored English 
dress, . . 


“He appears to have taken a morbid in- 
terest in ferreting out the seamy sides of 
American social and individual character .. . 
a great amount of new, if dismal, information 
concerning the failures in sexual morality 
which, he declares, were rampant in American 
society. 


“The defect of Moreau’s presentation is its 
lack of balance . . . it is reasonable to suppose 
that Americans could not have been generally 
as bad as this French critic charges. . . . 


“One of the projects crying for the attention 
of scholars is the documented demonstration 
of the essentially Christian and basically de- 
cent character of the American culture of this 
period.” 

AWR 


My Name Is Christopher Nagel . 

C. W. Grafton Rinehart, $2.75 
The Commonweal: “. . . a crackerjack high 
school pitcher . . . lured by a big university’s 
high pressure methods . . . becomes a terrific 
freshman football player. .. . The only reason 
for reading . . . it takes you through endless 
college life detail . . . you would be wiser to 
retire to the nearest juke box... .” 

A—DM 


No Peace for Asia 

Harold R. Isaacs Mac, $3.50 
The Sign: “. . . Isaacs, former Far Eastern 
correspondent for Newsweek, paints a dark 
picture of Asia . . . claims that the Asiatics 
are bitterly disillusioned. Koreans, Annamites, 
Chinese, Indonesians, all feel that they have 
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been robbed of the promised postwar free- 
doms. 

“China comes in for a bad beating... . 
Words seem to fail Isaacs when he even thinks 
of... Chiang Kaishek. ... 

“Before the end of the war, Isaacs was 
given & one-way ticket out of China. Of 
course, he is against American aid to the 
Chinese Government. Isaacs misses one big 
point about China . . . hard-hitting, profes- 
sional muckraker. . . .” 

AWR 


North Star Shining 

Hildegarde Hoyt Swift 
The Catholic World: “. . . attractive... 
illustrated blank verse . . . a flash of Negro 
history and achievement. . . . 

“.. Perhaps ... almost too popular in its 
make-up . . . too much stress on Joe Louis 
and the red cap . . . ignores some of the more 
solid achiements. . . .” 

A—HS—F(WR)—REV (p. 57) 


Morrow, $2.50 


Not with the Fist 

Ruth D. Tuck H B, $3.00 

Study of discrimination against Mexican- 
Americans in Southwest. 

The Commonweal: “(Author) is outspoken 
in placing blame where she thinks it belongs 
but never one-sided or sentimental. . . . This 
study should interest any American. . . . We 
cannot continue to profess democracy (and 
Christianity) while adhering in action to a 
cast system and condemning perhaps a couple 
of million fellow Americans to second-class 
citizenship . . . catholic . . . might question 
the passages dealing with the Church’s in- 
fluence . . . appreciation of the Church’s 
strictly spiritual objectives is... dim... . Yet 
there have been heroic churchmen who sal- 
vaged thousands of souls . . . might have noted 
the chief reason for our failure—simply lack 
of priests and poverty. .. .” 


A—SAT(WR) 
The Old Lady 

Anne Green Harper, $2.75 
The Catholic World: “. . . sprightly and up- 
to-the-minute story. . . . Old Madame is the 


true French matriarch—capable, high spirited, 
indefatigable, a scorner of sentimentality. ... 

“. . even if Anne Green is not so subtle 
an artist as her brother Julian, she has made a 
refreshingly readable novel. . . . The Catho- 
licity of her characters is decidedly on the 
sketchy side, but one gathers that the author 
means well by them.” 

AWR—REV (p. 13) 


On the Wool Track 

C. E. W. Bean Scribners, $2.50 
The Commonweal: “. . . Australia . . . a pic- 
ture of life on the fringe of settlement in a 
newer world.” 

A—HS—SAT 


Opportunity in Alaska 
George Sundborg Mac, $2.50 


The Commonweal: “. . . explores thoroughly 
the potentialities of Alaska and surveys each 
field systematically . . . for a man who has 
spent but four years in the territory, Mr. 
Sunborg has written an excellent book, indis- 
Pensable to anyone who is thinking about go- 
ing to Alaska... .” 
A—F 


Over at Uncle Joe’s: Moscow and Me 

Oriana Atkinson, (il. Paul Goldone) Bobbs, $3.00 
America: “Ten months in Moscow .. . first- 
hand impressions . . . as a basis for a well- 
written, chatty book. 

“", . the Russians . . . believe that they are 
the greatest people in the world . . . Russia 

. . the most magnificent country... . 

“. .. Russia is coldly isolationist and blandly 
imperialistic, first, last and all the time... . 
belligerent and cocksure . . . bitterly resent 
foreign criticism. . . . 

“Mrs. Atkinson is a fervent advocate of the 
American way of life, and untiring champion 
of American democracy . . . worthwhile read- 
me... 2 

A—F 


Paradise Alley 

John D. Sheridan Bruce, $2.75 
James O. Supple in The Chicago Sun: “...a 
mediocre novel in both style and characteriza- 
tion. 

“Inept characterization and writing are not 
the least bit extraordinary in contemporary 
fiction and a reviewer could wink at them in 
Sheridan’s novel if it were not for the fact 
that they are coupled with an overwhelming 
weakness—too many people, too many inci- 
dents, too many years in 248 pages... . 
Partly offsetting his weakness as a novelist,* 
Sheridan does definitely have something to 
say . . . is completely familiar with the en- 
vironment of which he writes . . . does have 
artistic integrity even if he lacks artistry. .. .” 

A—HS—F (WR) 


Pattern for World Conquest 

“Ypsilon”’ Z-D, $3.50 
The Tablet, Brooklyn: “‘Ypsilon’ is a pseu- 
donym for two authors who, according to the 
publishers, were key figures in the Comintern 
for fifteen years. They appear to be still deep- 
ly attached to the memory of the old Comin- 
tern although bitter against the ‘Stalintern’ 
which has succeeded it. The reader will have 
the impression that they are not opposed to a 
world revolution for Communism but to 
world revolution conducted by Stalin for 
totalitarianism. . . .” 

A—F(WR) 


Family and Society 


The Peckham Experiment 


Innes H. Pearse and Lucy H. Crocker Yale, $3.50 


Emerson Hynes in The Commonweal: “.. . 
a refreshing piece of research, especially to 
anyone who has had to wade through the 
endless descriptive case-studies of sociologists 
who would rather not get their Ph.D.’s than 
be caught with a normative principle. .. . 
Being young and not committed to any con- 
ventional system, they decided to experiment 
on the basis of two assumptions: that a tech- 
nique for health is distinct from the practice 
of medicine, and that the achievement of 
health must come through the normal unit of 
living, the family... . 

“. . . more than half the book is a de- 
tailed analysis of the family from the view- 
point of biology... . 

“. . . easily the most stimulating and im- 
portant book on the family and society in a 
long time.” 


NEWSMEN’S ANTHOLOGY 
Deadline Delayed 
Members Overseas Press Club of America 
Dutton, $3.50 
Reviewed by Helen Detzel, Cincin- 
nati Times-Star. 
As every news-gatherer knows, there 
are many stories that never get into 
print, due to censorship or because they 
“miss the deadline” and become stale. 
War correspondents often had the ad- 
ditional problem of poor communica- 
tions. Many unwritten stories, however, 
lingered in the memories or notebooks 
of members of the Overseas Press Club, 
and these finally have achieved publica- 
tion in this volume. For the most part, 
they are well told, and they cover a 
variety of topics that still prove inter- 
esting even at this distance in time. 
One of the most poignant tales is 
“Return to the Soviet” by Helen Hiett, 
who relates the plight of Russians being 
returned to their country after a brief 
respite in other lands. Their bravado, 
their loyalty to their homeland, was 
“liquidated” when they were marched 
off the boat to a destination where they 
never would be able to relate the ad- 
vantages they had enjoyed in other 
countries. 
“Hurroo for Who?” by J. P. McEvoy 
is an excellent sketch of Eamon de- 
Valera, and explains how this scholar’s 
most astute political moves come right 
out of the age-old, time-tested wisdom 
of the ancients. “Flash Bulbs in the 
Vatican” by Thomas B. Morgan, de- 
scribes the curious blending of mod- 
ern news-gathering with the solemnity 
of the elevation of the cardinals. Other 
stories in this vast assortment range 
from the Bikini tests to the frustrations 
of a blonde correspondent who had dif- 
ficulty in keeping sufficiently bleached 
to match the description on her pass- 
port. 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


Pére Antoine 
Edward F. Murphy, S.S.J. Doubleday, $2.50 


J. C. Lehane, C.M., in The Vincentian: “. . . 
since Father Murphy knows so much about 
early New Orleans, and since Pére Antoine 
was a real character called by the historian 
John Gilmary Shea ‘the scourge of religion in 
Louisiana,’ Catholic readers can find in this 
book entertaining and educational material. . .” 
Eileen Hall in Bulletin of the Georgia Catholic 
Laymen’s Association “Father Murphy is still 
the enthralling story teller . . . we still deeply 
admire the author’s ability to make living 
people out of sketchy shadows, and a fine 
story out of a few facts.” 
A—F—REV—+. 201, Vol. V 


vrs Z i 


et 








90 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 








President and Congress 
Wilfred E. Binkley Knopf, $4.00 


Chicago Tribune: “. . . The story of the tug 
of war going on between the ends of Pennsyl- 
vania av. is one that every citizen should 
know. In its way it is as thrilling as any con- 
test in sports. . . . It all begins with George 


Washington. . . . Mr. Binkley carries it thru 
to President Truman... .” 
A—F 


Princeton 1746-1896 


Thomas Jefferson Wertenbaker Princeton U, $3.75 


America: “. . . excellent history . . . evidently 
an opus amoris. ... 
“. . . Two threads of thought are mingled 
. . one that Princeton was a ‘church’ school 
. . secondly, that educational curricula, from 
colonial times to 1900, have changed, ah, how 
wmch! .. 
A—F 


Pray Love, Remember 
Consolata Carroll F S, $3.00 
America: “. . . not a novel but rather a series 
of episodes; it will not hold the reader para- 
lyzed with suspense . . . a welcome addition 
to school reading lists. . . .” 
A—HS—SAT—REV (p. 45) 


Report from Spain 

Emmet John Hughes Holt, $3.00 
Edward Skillin, Jr.. in The Commonweal: 
“.. The Commonweal .. . after issuing its 
statement on ‘Civil War in Spain and the 
United States’ exactly nine years ago . . . lost 
nearly one-quarter of its subscribers. We are 
still awaiting the verdict of history . 
Hughes . . . has come as close to producing a 
history as possible. 

“|. . where Mr. Hughes steps out of his role 
of forthright historian and assumes that of 
agitator . . . I find most difficult in following 
him. . . . I find it difficult to believe that this 
is exactly the moment for intervention in 
Spain.” 


The Catholic World: “. . . not the book de- 
sired by those of us who are looking for light 
on Spain . . . he presents us with a prejudiced, 
rhetorical brief. . . . As reflected in these pages 
Mr. Hughes seems to be highly emotional and 
irresponsible. . . .” 

A—DM—REVD (p. 61) 


The Republic of Silence 

comp. & ed. A. J. Liebling H B, $4.00 
Pierre Courtines in America: “.. . an in- 
genious arrangement of the “story of the 
French Resistance Movement as reflected by 
its writers’ . . . much of the material . . . has 
already appeared in the New Yorker. ... 

“. . . Louis Aragon and Francois Mauriac 
are well represented, as well as Vercors, 
Vladimir Pozner, Joseph Kessel and a number 

. who paid for their underground activities 
with their lives. 

“. . he has made many unwarranted re- 
marks .. . many readers . . . will object to his 
glib discussion of complex French internal 
problems and his peremptory judgments of in- 
dividuals, .. . 

“. . . mot a pleasant book to read for 
those who have known and loved pre-war 
France. .. .” 

AWR 


Do Public Protests Advertise 
Offensive Films? 


Claims have been made that protests 
against offensive movies serve to in- 
crease attendance. William H. Mooring, 
whose writings should receive close at- 
tention, says this is true only to a 
limited extent, but when the protests 
are followed by a firm boycott film 
producers are quick to take notice. 


The Movie “Fifth-Column”’ 


The initial step toward Communism 
is the destruction of Christian standards 
of morality. A clique of Reds, says 
Mr. Mooring, is quietly working to 
evolve screen plays designed to destroy 
all belief in the moral law. 

No one should ever attend a movie 
without first finding out whether it 
is approved. 





‘Reveries of an Outdoor Man 

Bill Wolf Putnam, $3.00 
The Commonweal: “, . . Amiable and unpre- 
tentious, it is a recollecting of many a wasted 
day in the pursuit of beasts, birds and fish; 
but with an awareness always of a rather 
larger pursuit . . . the pursuit of happiness 
. .. an attractive outdoor book.” 

A—SAT 


Selected Writings of 
Robert Louis Stevenson 
ed. Saxe Commins Random, $5.00 


Chicago Tribune: “. . . 1,200 page . . . three 
full length novels, 10 of his 30 short stories, 
nine essays, two books of travel, the complete 
‘A Child’s Garden of Verses,’ and selected 
poems and ballads. . . . Why the recrudesence 
[of Stevenson]? Perhaps the reading world is 
weary of the hollow, the empty, the stream of 
consciousness, the tale within a tale, the tale 
without a tale, the faithful mirroring of the 
enigma of man and his struggle to grasp or 
understand his destiny and his being. Perhaps 
they want to escape. In Stevenson they have 
it . . . romantic, adventuresome escape, 
coupled with the courage and the surging con- 
fidence of youth... .” 


A—F 
The Semi-Attached Couple 

Emily Eden H M, $2.75 
Anne Fremantle in The Commonweal: “...a 


really witty book by a nice person, about nice 
people! . . . there is only one really nasty per- 
son in this beguiling book, written in 1830 and 
published in 1860.” 

English setting . . . novel . . . the marriage 
of an 18-year-old girl to a rich marquess, 
and their troubled lives . . . “an entirely civ- 
ilized book, to purr over... .” 

A—F 


Seven Daughters 

Henry & Sylvia Lieferant C-McC, $2.00 
From BOT review by Lois Slade: “. . . frus- 
tration of a father’s desire to beget a son set- 
tles in a tiresome rut throughout the story, 
and instead of promoting pathos it registers 
continuous monotony (father) finds 
neither comfort nor comradeship in his seven 
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daughters. . . . Complications arise at Sabina’ 


eighth childbirth: either mother or baby mug 
be sacrificed. . . . Contrary to Christian ethig 
. . . doctor leaves the decision to Joe, who 
chooses his wife, only to discover that the 
infant was a boy and he was thwarted again, 
this time by his own hand . . . apparently 
resigned at the end, however. . . . Besides en. 
tirely condemnable childbirth episode . . . q 
wooden, neutral quality about the writing that 
cancels reader interest out to a flat zero.” 
A—DIS 


Shirt Sleeve Diplomat 

Josephus Daniels Chapel Hill, $5.00 
John M. Hayes in The Commonweal: “, . . 
The fifth volume in Mr. Daniels’s leisurely 
autobiography . . . nine years as Ambassador 
to Mexico, 1933-42 . . . appears as a singu- 
larly charitable, honest, and likable old gentle. 
man, a gather-all, mildly entertaining sort of 
writer, a rather uncritical observer. . . . The 
oil companies get a very vigorous denuncia- 
tion . . . outspoken in a brief discussion. of 
the Spanish civil war, wherein he reduces that 
complex struggle to a simple contest between 
the Republic and Franco’s fascists, in the man- 
ner of a high school freshman or a popular 
columnist. . . . His liberalism is rather typically 
confused. . . . No razor-edged mind, but a big 
heart, with its own wisdom and discernment.” 

AWR 


The Show Piece 
Booth Tarkington Doubleday, $2.00 


New World, Chicago: “. . . easy reading and 
harmless, but not Tarkington at his best.” 
A—SAT—REV—+}. 201, Vol. V 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


Silver Fountains 


Dorothy Mackinder McMullen, $2.50 
The Catholic World: “. . . delicately and art- 
fully planned .. . style . . . restrained and dis- 
tinguished . . . characterization perfect.’ 


The Commonweal: “. . . doesn’t sound very 
unusual, but it is—in the excellence of its 
workmanship readable, agreeable and 
sound.” 

The Catholic Transcript: “. 
to your attention again. .. .” 
Extension: “, . . This is no ordinary story, 
but a well written and well rounded novel. It 
might be the best Catholic novel of the year.” 

A—E—REV (p. 3) 


The Social System of the 
Modern Factory 
W. L. Warner and J. O. Low Yale, $3.00 


America: “. . . a searching study of the great 
strike which closed every shoe factory in 
Yankee City during the depression year of 
Se 

“This thesis is not new, but seldom . . 
substantiated with such detail. At times the 
realism has been overdone. . . .” 

AWR 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
Speaking of Cardinals 
Thomas B. Morgan Putnam, $3.00 


The Catholic World: “. . . this keen-eyed, 

open-minded. and tactful journalist enjoyed a 

degree of intimacy with Church leaders rarely 

attained by an American newspaperman ... 

by means of personal anecdotes and small 
(Continued on page 109) 
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New Kind of Religion? 


Labor’s Relation to Church 

and Community 
ed. Liston Pope Harper, $2.50 
By Ed Marciniak, editor “Work” 


To the average American organized la- 
bor is strictly a “bread and butter” 
enterprise concerned with higher wages 
and better working conditions. In this 
book seventeen men and women, active 
in the labor movement or working 
closely with it, give their views on la- 
bor’s relation to the Church and com- 
munity. The discussion of the role of 
religion is generally mature, and their 
insistence upon the labor movement’s 
social contributions a welcome addition 
to union ideology. 


To a considerable extent the contrib- 
utors are actually writing their spiritual 
autobiographies in which the paths of 
religion and labor meet and become one. 
Most of the writing is intimate and per- 





Scottish Dilemma 
The Drinking Well 
Neil M. Gunn Stewart, $3.00 
Reviewed by Russell J. Aumann, O.P., 
De Paul University. 


Mr. Gunn’s latest novel tells the story 
of a young man’s quest and a nation’s 
plight. In deference to his mother’s 
pleas, Iain Cattanach, son of a sheep 
farmer, goes off to Edinburgh to work in 
a legal firm. But his heart is in the 
Highlands and with a girl named Mary 
Cameron, although Iain himself does 
not at first realize it. It is this conflict 
between Edinburgh and the Highlands 
that constitutes the struggle in the life 
of the young Scot. 

In Edinburgh, Iain falls in with a 
group of young intellectuals from whose 
lips he learns the glories of the old Scot- 
land and its present weakness. It is 
against such a background that Mr. 
Gunn paints the picture of the tenant 
farmer’s futile efforts to wrest a living 
from the soil. This is Scotland’s plight. 

The story as a whole is healthy, re- 
freshing and solid. Mr. Gunn knows the 
people and the land of which he writes. 
Through the color of his imagery, the 
power of his expression and the poig- 
nancy of the incidents narrated, he 
makes the reading of his tale a heart- 


‘warming experience. The Drinking Well 


is one of the relatively few novels which 
you will read and not soon forget. 


sonal. Take these typical comments 
from a pair of veteran CIO leaders: “I 
am in my present work because I be- 
lieve in God.” . . . “I am not a Com- 
munist; I am not a Socialist; I am not 
a Capitalist; I am not a Fascist. I am 
just a plain, ordinary Christian, and 
and that is a lot more revolutionary 
than the other four.” 


For several of the contributors, it is 
apparent that devotion to the labor 
movement has beceme a new kind of re- 
ligion. Despite this, the general impres- 
sion left by the book is that the labor 
movement is no substitute for religion 
but that the love of God and the love 
of our fellowmen are inseparable. 


x FF ® 
The Ebbing Tide 
Elizabeth Ogilvie Crowell, $2.75 


Reviewed by Mary L. Dunn. 
This is Miss Ogilvie’s third book about 
Joanna Bennett Sorenson and Bennett’s 
Island off the coast of Maine; it has 
most of the fine qualities of High Tide 
at Noon and Storm Tide. There is the 
same appreciation of the natural beau- 
ties of the island, the same love of the 
islanders for their homes, the same 
sharp delineation of character. Nils Sor- 
enson is still a man of strength and 
integrity, and the stranger who comes 
to the island to recuperate from war 
wounds and other personal difficulties is 
also an admirable character. 

Unfortunately, there is a serious flaw 
in this novel; it is sprinkled with vul- 
garities and is offensive in its casual 
treatment of the seducton of a teen-age 
boy by a sex-mad woman; Owen, the 
black sheep of the Bennetts, contributes 
another seduction which seems to be 
condoned as long as he marries the girl. 
These incidents may contribute to the 
financial success of the book, but they 
are a bitter disappointment to those who 
until now considered Miss Ogilvie one 
of our finest writers, one who would be 
above pandering to the lowest taste in 
fiction. 

If it is saddening to those who know 
Joanna to see her so strongly tempted 
by passion for another man when her 
husband has been at war for a few 
short months, it is sadder still to see a 
fine talent seduced by the lure of the 
flesh. 


Filthy Financing 

The following from Helen Whitney, 
Tacoma, Wash., illustrates a technique 
used in various forms to persuade the 
gullible that filth is justified. 

Says Miss Whitney: “I cannot tell 
you how much I appreciate Books on 
TRIAL. It is one of the very best Catho- 
lic Action projects, and I believe your 
fearless evaluation of best sellers will 
bear fruit. 

“At the conference of writers which 
I attended last summer at the Univer- 
sity of Washington, publication of filth 
came in for much criticism. One of the 
publisher’s editors (from another com- 
pany), explained that a book like For- 
ever Amber did finance the publication 
of two or three good books of verse 
that would not otherwise have been 
brought out. Quite a concession to filth, 
but at least they are all explaining. 


The Clipping 


“Enclosed is a clipping from today’s 
Tacoma News Tribune:” 

“Discriminating readers have for some 
time been protesting about the low aver- 
age quality of today’s fiction output. 
Writers with no literary background, 
little knowledge and only a minimum 
of writing ability have flooded the mar- 
ket with trashy products. 

“Novels have been advertised like 
breakfast foods and patent medicines, 
with selling emphasis being placed on 
their sensational qualities instead of 
expert workmanship, life-like characters 
or convincing plots. Many times sex epi- 
sodes have been deliberately put into 
inferior novels and. then exploited to 
give them big sales. Some novels which 
are worse than any that the decadent 
times of France produced, have been 
allowed to circulate among our youth, 
corrupting and demoralizing them. 

“The buying public has in its own 
hands the weapon to control this situa- 
tion. Publishers will not long continue 
to put out books that do not sell.” 

(The mission of Booxs ON TRIAL is 
to help readers to know which books 


are desirable.) 
ke 


New Irish Magazine 
Irish Bookman reached its 14th num- 
ber in September. 100 pages, digest 
size, it contains highly interesting 
stories, articles, verse and reviews. 
The editor is Seamus Campbell, 2 
Yarnhall St., Dublin. $3.00 a year. 
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Presenting A Great American Monument to the Fathers of the Church 





One of the Most Important Sets of Books Ever Published: 


THE WRITINGS OF 


THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH 


A New Translation of 72 Volumes Comprising Approximately 200 Patristic Works 


“AN AMERICAN MONUMENT. May have a terrific impact 
on American thought. In its own field this achievement may 
well turn the course of American philosophy and culture.” 


—JOHN O’CONNOR in his “Literary Cavalcade” column. 


“While I happen to be a Protestant, I recognize as an his- 
torian that the work on which you are engaged represents 
the foundation of Christian civilization, the Fathers of Chris- 
tianity, the builders of Christendom. The Christian world 


should rally in support of the monumental project on which 
you are engaged. I venture to say that in these treasures can 
be found the solution to every problem in our lives as in. 


dividuals and nations today.” 


—FRANCIS TREVELYAN MILLER, LitT.D., LL.D, 


“Tt will be one of the notable events of the century.” 


EDITORIAL BOARD 
LUDWIG SCHOPP, Ph.D., Editorial Director 


RUDOLPH ARBESMANN, O.S.A., Ph.D. 
Fordham University 


STEPHAN KUTTNER, J.U.D. 
The Catholic University of America 


BERNARD M. PEEBLES, Ph.D. 
St. John's College, Annapolis, Md. 


ROY JOSEPH DEFERRARI, Ph.D., LI.D., 
L.H.D., Cath. Univ. of America 


—Said a PROTESTANT CLERGYMAN 


WILFRID PARSONS, S.J., S.T.D. 
The Catholic University of America 


ANSELM STRITTMATTER, O.S.B. 
St. Anselm's Priory, Washington, D.C. 


GERALD G. WALSH, S.J., M.A. (OXON.), Ph.D., S.T.D. Fordham University 





THE APOSTOLIC FATHERS 
(All The Apostolic Fathers) 
Letters of St. Clement of Rome, The Teacher 


St. Ignatius of Antioch, St. The Nature of the Good 
Polycarp, St. Barnabas By 


The Teaching of the Apostles Anton C. Pegis, Ph.D. 
The Shepherd of Hermas 
Papias * * ke 


Letter to Diognetus ST. AUGUSTINE 
By The Immortality of the Soul 


Francis X. Glimm, S.T.L. The Magnitude of the Soul 
J. M.-F. Marique, S.J., Ph.D. Music 


yo _— — The Value of Believing 
sepals Mira i Faith In Things Unseen 
(Now ready for shipment) By 
Ludwig Schopp, Ph.D. 
John J. McMahon, S.J., S.T.L. 
R. Catesby Taliaferro, Ph.D., 
Roy J. Deferrari, Ph.D., 


ST. AUGUSTINE 
Free Will 


x KW 


ST. JUSTIN 


The Apologies etc. LID., L.H.D. 
By Mary Luanne Meagher, O.S.B., 
Thomas B. Falls, D.D., Ph.D. Ph.D. 


Mary Francis MacDonald, O.P. 
(Ready in September) 


(There will be 2 volumes on 
St. Justin) 





ST. AUGUSTINE 


(There will be 22 volumes on 
St. Augustine) 
Christian Instruction 
Admonition and Grace 
Christian Combat 


Enchiridion, or Faith, Hope and 
Charity 
By 
John J. Gavigan, O.S.A., Ph.D. 


John Courtney Murray, S.J., S.T.D. 


Robert P. Russell, O.S.A., Ph.D. 
Bernard M. Peebles, Ph.D. 


(Now ready for shipment) 


x Ww 


SALVIANUS 
The Government of God 
Letters 
To the Church 
By 
Jeremiah F. O'Sullivan, Ph.D. 
(Ready in October) 


TERTULLIAN 
Apologetical Writings: 
The Apology 
The Testimony of the Soul 
To Scapula 


Appendix: Minucius Felix’ 
Octavius 


By 
Rudolph Arbesmann, O.S.A., 
Ph.D. 


(There will be 3 volumes on 
Tertullian) 


x WW WR 


ST. ISIDORE OF SEVILLE 
First Volume: ETYMOLOGIES 
by Alfons Nehring, Ph.D. 
Second Volume: SENTENCES, 

CHURCH OFFICES 
by Stephan Kuttner, J.U.D. 


RULES FOR MONKS 
by David Rubio, O.S.A., Ph.D. 
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ST. BASIL AND ST. AMBROSE 


Champions of Temperance 
and Social Justice 


ST. BASIL 
Homilies | & 2: Fasting 
Homily 6: Luke 12.18 and Avarice 
Homily 7: Misuse of Riches 
Homily 8: In Time of Famine 
Homily 14: The Abuse of Alcohol 
Homily on Ps. 14.5: Usury 


ST. AMBROSE 
Elias and Fasting 
Naboth and Selfishness 
Tobias and Usury 
By 
Martin R. P. McGuire, Ph.D. 


(There will be more works of 
St. Basil and St. Ambrose) 


Ww x 6 OU 
ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 
Priesthood 


Monastic Life and its Adversaries 
Resurrection of the Dead 

Two Homilies Against Eutropius 
Letter to Innocent 

Second Homily on Genesis 
Seventh Sermon on Genesis 
Homily 67 on St. John's Gospel 
Homily on Education of Youth 
Homily on Humility etc. 


By 
Leo V. Jacks, Ph.D. 
a * 


ST. HILARY OF POITIERS 


SELECTED WORKS 
by John A. Flynn, C.M., B.A., 
S.T.D. 


ANCIENT 
CHRISTIAN BIOGRAPHIES 


Pontius, Life of St. Cyprian 
Paulinus, Life of St. Ambrose 
Possidius, Life of St. Augustine 


Sulpicius Severus, Life of St. Mar- 
tin (by B. M. Peebles) 


Athanasius, Life of St. Antony 


Gregory of Nyssa, Life of St. 
Macrina (by A. Strittmatter, 
OSB.) 


St: Jerome, Lives of Paul, Malchus, 
& Hilarion 


Ennodius, Life of St. Epiphanius 
Hilary of Arles, Life of St. Hono- 
ratus (by Mary Magdeleine, 

O.S.F.) 
Eugippius, Life of St. Severinus 
By 
Roy Joseph Deferrari, Ph.D., 
LL.D., L.H.D. 


x we 
VINCENTIUS OF LERIN 


The Commonitories 


ST. NICETAS OF AQUILEIA 
The Concept of Faith 
The Power of the Holy Ghost 


ST. VALERIAN OF CIMIEZ 
20 Homilies 


ST. PETER CHRYSOLOGUS 


Selected Sermons 


ST. PROSPER OF ACQUITANIA 
Grace and Free Will 

By 
Rudolph Edward Morris, Ph.D. 


x Ww 


ST. JEROME 
SELECTED WORKS 
by Edwin A. Quain, S.J., Ph.D. 


ST. GREGORY OF NYSSA 
SELECTED WORKS —2 volumes 
by Anselm Strittmatter, O.S.B., St. 


Anselm's Priory, Wash., D.C., 
and Henry Carr, C.S.B. 


x * * 


ST. AUGUSTINE 


First Volume: THE HAPPY LIFE 
by Ludwig Schopp, Ph.D. 


ANSWER TO SCEPTICS 
a J. Kavanagh, O.S.A., 
.T.M. é 


DIVINE PROVIDENCE AND THE 
PROBLEM OF EVIL 
by Robert P. Russell, O.S.A., Ph.D. 


THE SOLILOQUIES 
by Thomas F. Gilligan, O.S.A. 


x Ww 


BOETHIUS 


THE CONSOLATION OF PHI- 
LOSOPHY 

by Gerald G. Walsh, SJ., M.A. 
(Oxon.); Ph.D., S.T.D. 


THEOLOGICAL TRACTS AND 
SELECTED LOGICAL WRIT- 
INGS 

by Anton C. Pegis, Ph.D. 


= FF © 


ST. CAESARIUS OF ARLES 


SELECTED WRITINGS 
by Thomas A. Michels, O.S.B., 
Ph.D., and Collaborators 





More than 60 of the 72 volumes are now in preparation, 
and 81 outstanding scholars throughout the United States 
and Canada have so far been engaged for the series. 


The 72 volumes bound in durable maroon du Pont Fa- 
brikoid and stamped in genuine gold. Beautiful books! 
Sturdy books for long life of service! 


Two volumes are now ready for immediate shipment— 
THE APOSTOLIC FATHERS and the first volume on 
ST. AUGUSTINE. It is earnestly hoped to publish at 
least one volume per month until all 72 have been issued. 


Price $4.00 for individual volumes. Discount of 10% 
($3.60 per volume) given on subscription orders for the 


entire series of 72 volumes. 


Name 
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ST. GREGORY THE GREAT 
2 volumes 
RULES FOR PASTORS 
THE DIALOGUES 
SACRAMENTARIUM, etc. 


by Odo J. Zimmerman, O.S.B., 
Ph.D. 


Joh A. Fidenschink, O.S.B., J.C.D. 
William R. Bonniwell, O.P., Ph.D. 
Leonard J. Doyle 


Selected Writings 
GREGORY OF TOURS 
MARTIN OF BRACARA 
MARTIN OF TOURS 


by W. A. Hinnebusch, O.P., Dr. 
phil. (Oxon.). 


i ee 


ST. CYRIL OF JERUSALEM 


CATECHETICAL INSTRUCTIONS 


by Gerald G. Walsh, S.J., M.A. 
(Oxon.), Ph.D., S.T.D. 


x Rk 


LACTANTIUS 


SEVEN BOOKS ON THE DIVINE 
INSTITUTIONS, etc. 


by Alban Dooley, F.S.C., Ph.D. 
* Ww w 


EUSEBIUS 


ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY 
by Msgr. Thomas J. McMahon, 
S.T.D. 


CIMA PUBLISHING CO., INC. 
7 East 44th St., New York 17, N.Y. 


Please enter my subscription order for the entire series of 72 volumes 
comprising THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH, at $3.60 per volume 
plus 14¢ for postage and shipping cost. It is understood | am to make 
payments only AFTER receipt of the respective volumes over a period 
of about five years. It is further agreed that | may cancel this sub- 
scription order within 5 days after receipt of the third volume. 


This 10% discount for subscription orders is for a limited time only. 





Address. 





City 


Zone State 
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FOR YOUNGER READERS 
Juvenile Writer on Juvenile Writing 


Writing For Children 

Erick Berry and Herbert Best Viking, $2.50 
Reviewed by Covelle Newcomb, author 
of “The Red Hat,” “Running Waters.” 
Here is a gay, chatty, stimulating piece 
of work. In a smooth, lively style the 
authors approach the subject of writing 
for children as a pleasant and profitable 
trade, not a creative agony which pays 
little twice a year in royalties. The ex- 
perienced writer 
will find it refresh- 
ing. The beginner 
will read it with 
zest, but how prac- 
tical it will be as a 
course of instruction 
will depend upon 
himself. Where the 
pages might fire the 
one with the urge 
to type off his first 
book in record time, another might find 
himself sunk in the sea of tricks, un- 
certain as to how and when to use them 
or how to put a book together as a 
‘ whole. 

Very necessary are the tried-and-true 
tricks discussed in these pages, but the 
treatment of major problems, excepting 
the excellent and clarifying handling of 
plot, makes for more vivid than well- 
rounded information. Tricks alone may 
produce a marketable manuscript; they 
do not, however, guarantee good writ- 
ing. Little is said of writing as a crea- 
tive art; much is said of it as a matter 
of mechanical simplicity. If anything, 
the fundamentals are over-simplified. 

By means of well chosen examples, 
the authors give a good idea of how 
they and others have applied the tricks 
under discussion. The reader is shown 
the disadvantage of using jaded adjec- 
tives and adverbs; the nonsense of ir- 
relevant qualifying clauses; the mean- 
ing of tempo; the dramatic importance 
of mood, local color and description 
with appeal to the five senses. The gen- 
eral idea of the book seems to be to 
present short-cuts to save time, paper 
and typeribbon by mastering this bag 
of literary tricks. The problem of sus- 
pense is briefly touched upon. 

It would have been more pertinent 
had the authors extended their treat- 
ment of this essential into the thirteen 
pages devoted to “The Tools You Work 

With”. Talk about paper, pencils, type- 





COovELLE 
NEWCOMB 


writers, ribbons, etc.—even the matter 
of work routine—does not merit so 
much space. It is more important that 
the beginner know the principles of 
creative writing and the problems pe- 
culiar to writing juveniles than that he 
be advised to learn the touch system 
and use a machine that turns out three 
clean carbons. Biography and biographi- 
cal-story are virtually ignored, and the 
light-hearted manner in which the au- 
thors dispose of research would hardly 
help a writer in this field. 

Nevertheless, Writing For Children is 
one of those semi-textbooks that you 
read more than once for its breezy style, 
fresh humor and its amusing pen draw- 
ings. Recommended for the tired author 
who needs a cocktail in reading; for the 
beginner who hates the stuffy and has 
the intelligence to utilize the tricks sug- 
gested and conjure up a book. 


x Ke 


Portrait of the Artist 


Randolph Caldecott, 
An Appreciation 
Mary Gould Davis Lippincott, $1.75 
Reviewed by Sister Mary of the Incar- 
nation, C.D.P., St. Anne Convent, Mel- 
bourne, Ky. 


An urbane, mellow sketch of the Cal- 
decott illustrations of children’s books 
and other works of the last century fol- 
lowed by a biography of the artist. Not 
a children’s book is this, although chil- 
dren would enjoy much of Part One, 
“The Picture Books,” in which happily 
selected reproductions of the early 
prints are sympathetically discussed by 
the author, an experienced teller of 
stories to children. Part Two, a brief 
life of Caldecott, is quite pleasing to the 
reader with sufficient literary retrospect 
and familiarity with the famous draw- 
ings. 

Intentionally slight rather than 
weighty, not entering into technical ar- 
tistic criticism, the book is informative 
and helpful for commemorative displays 
in library, art club, and school. It was, 
in fact, written for the centenary in 
1946 of Caldecott’s birth. A librarian’s 
book, it locates the collections in which 
the now rare drawings are and appends 
a bibliography listing picture books and 
others which Caldecott illustrated. 
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Fairy Book Revival 


Half a century ago Andrew Lang, be- 
loved Scottish bookman and “Master of 
Fairyland,” thought to unite the chil- 
dren of the world in understanding and 
friendship with his Color Fairy Books. 
Translating from a wide variety of 
sources, he selected stories of different 
backgrounds and cultures—stories of 
Finland, Hungary, Russia, Serbia, Ru- 
mania, Japan, Sicily, Italy, Iceland, 
Tunisia, and of the wandering Magyar 
gypsies. 

In the aftermath of two world wars, 
when people are searching for the essen- 
tial things common to all men, these 
collections have been re-discovered. Re- 
visions have been prepared in the same 
format as last season’s re-presentation 
of Lang’s Arabian Nights, with the 
same lovely artwork and a foreword by 
Children’s Book Expert Mary Gould 
Davis. The Crimson and Violet Fairy 
Books (each $2.50), are available al- 
ready, and the Orange and Rose (also 
$2.50) are on the way. The Blue, 
Green, Red and Yellow (at $2 a piece) 
are scheduled for imminent production. 

In line with the revival of interest in 
fairy tales, another publisher is an- 
nouncing a new collection, More Tales 
from Grimm ($2.50), translated and il- 
lustrated by the late Wanda Gag, who 
is survived by more youthful admirers 
than almost any other ten Juvenile 
writers and artists. .. . 

—Helen Ryan. 


The Little Farm in the Big City 

Erick Berry (il. Author) Viking, $1.50 
Noisy and rowdy in a rubbish filled 
yard, Abel rated disapproving scowls 
from the neighbors. When the game 
changed to “Pirate-searching-for-buried- 
treasure” he dug the ground, sold the 
junk, bought and planted seeds—and 
everyone benefits from the transforma- 
tion. Nostalgic neighbors yearning for 
a sight of growing vegetables find the 
patch a miniature Shangri-La and in 
doting gratitude they make it a small 
gold mine for the reformed pirate. 


A good story any time but especially 
welcome this year, when interest in 
Victory gardens may wane. II]lustrations 
portray action and character with fi- 
nesse; the “When and How” chart fur- 
nishes information which will effect best 
results for dreamily determined young 
city farmers. 

—Mary E. Carr 
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OLD CATHOLIC FAIRY TALES— 


POLISH FOLK TALES 


Translated and retold for American Children by LUCIA M. BORSKI, with illustrations in color by 
Erica Gorecka-Egan. 


Stories that have delighted untold generations of Polish children: how. St. Joseph plowed a poor 
man’s field; Standintheway, and how he tricked the devil; the story of what happened to three 
kind robbers, and a dozen more. Each has an unobstrusive moral: unexpected, satisfactory and 
profoundly Catholic. $2.00 October. 


AND SOME NEW ONES-— 
CAT ROYAL 


by CHARLES BRADY, illustrated by Rosemarie Renkis 


This is the story Walter Scott’s little son heard on Christmas Eve from the great cat Hinse— 
How three Cat Kings went to Bethlehem to pay their homage to the Christ Child and give him 
a kitten to keep him warm. The book is entirely reverent (in case you wonder) and altogether 
delightful. $2.00 October. 


THE WOLF 


by MARY HARRIS, illustrated by Kathleen Cooper 


About a family of children who were snowbound, and how they were helped by a great dog they 
took for a wolf. St. John Bosco had more to do with it than at first appears. $1.50 September. 


SAINT IMAGINUS 


by FRANCES MARGARET McGUIRE, illustrated by Betty Arnott 


Saint Imaginus, as his name implies, is not quite a real saint, but, oh! he is enchanting! Grown- 
ups will enjoy his adventures as much as children but perhaps for slightly different reasons. $1.50 
September. 


AND A BOOK OF VERSE- 
GOSPEL RHYMES 


by various authors, illustrated in color by Jeanyee Wong 


This is a new edition of an old favorite in anew and handsome format. The authors include Frances 
Chesterton, Father Leonard Feeney, Father Martindale, Father Vincent McNabb, T. V. Nicholas 
and Marigold Hunt. $1.50 October. 


Order from your bookstore or from 


SHEED & WARD 
63 Fifth Avenue, New York 3, N. Y. 
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FALL JUVENILE PREVIEW 


Below are titles and descriptions of the first of the Fall Juveniles for younger and 
older readers. These descriptions are For Information Only—the books, and others as 
they are published, will be evaluated critically im succeeding issues. This list does 


not include “picture-books” (“flats” ).—Ed. 


Older Boys & Girls 
(12 and up) 


Running Waters 
by Covelle Newcomb (il. Addison 
Burbank ) D M, $2.75 


Story of a valiant woman—Josepha 
Friess—who changed from vain & care- 
free girl to an heroic nun-educator, 
foundress of American branch of School 
Sisters of Notre Dame. 


The Spirit of the Eagle 
by Merritt Parmelee Allen (il. R. 
Ray) L G, $2.50 
The West when it was really “wild”; 
narrative of action in the Rockies. 


Come In, Winifred 

by Helen Diehl Olds (il. Gertrude 

Howe) Messner, $2.25 

Career story concerning radio produc- 
tion, with brief for social justice. 
Buckskin Brigade 

by Jim Kjelgaard Holiday, $2.50 
Tribute to the trail-blazers of American 
civilization; collection of exciting tales 
about missionary priests, traders, trap- 
pers, scouts, fishers, even Indians, who 
fore-ran the pioneers. 


Young Eagles 
by Eva K. Betz McMullen, $2.00 
Novel of Revolutionary days. 
Flying Correspondent 
by Henry G. Felsen (il. Woodi 
Ishmael ) Dutton, $2.50 
World War II, Philippine theater, forms 
authentic background material. 
Thackeray 
by Laura Benét (il. photos) 
' DM, $2.75 
A lively, likable author gracefully re- 
constructed. 
The Land and People of Canada 
by Frances Aileen Ross 
Lippincott, $2.50 
“Portraits of the Nations” series; 32 
photographs. 
The Talking Wire 
by O. J. Stevenson Messner, $2.50 
Alexander Graham Bell’s struggle and 
achievement. Very good. 
Gridiron Challenge 
by Jackson Scholz Morrow, $2.50 
Moving story of character transforma- 
tion in cocky college freshman. Football 
material. 


Underneath New York 
by Harry Granick (il. maps, photos ) 
Rinehart, $3.00 
Fascinating exposition of subterranean 
goings-on for “sidewalk superintend- 
ents” of all ages. Fine for civics class. 
Twice Besieged 
by Edouard Sandoz (il. author ) 
Oxford, $2.50 
Distinguished story of Crusades as test- 
ing of character, faith, endurance. 
Magnolia Heights 
by Nancy Paschal (il. Ruth King) 
Nelson, $2.50 
Ins and outs, ups and downs, in a vet- 
erinary hospital; nice characters, human 
and canine (plus a few cats); dramatic 
situations. 
The Hand in the Picture 
by Eric P. Kelly (il. Irene Lorento- 
wicz ) Lippincott, $2.50 
Beautifully projected “montage” of Po- 
lish history and culture. 
Mountain Pony and the Pinto Colt 
by Henry V. Larom (il. Ross Santee) 
Whittlesey, $2.00 
More chronicles of sorrel “Sunny” in 
Wyo. Rockies; atmosphere, mystery, 
suspense, whatwith rustlers, bad lands, 
detectives, ghost towns, and more. 
Paul Laurence Dunbar and His Song 
by Virginia Cunningham (il. photos ) 
DM, $2.75 
Thoughtful, scholarly-popular life of 
Negro-Catholic poet. 
Rosanna 
by Martha Gwinn Kiser (il. Anne- 
Marie Drutzu) LG, $2.50 
Another story by creator of last sea- 
son’s Sylvia; delightful New England 
atmosphere, but possibly unavailable to 
Catholics, pending review. 
Black Wings 
by Joseph Wharton Lippincott (il. L. 
B. Hunt) Lippincott, $2.50 
Story of “The Unbeatable Crow”; good 
nature writing. 
The Three Conquistadors 
by Shannon Garst (il. Leej Ames ) 
Messner, $2.75 
Cortes, Coronado, Pizarro. 
The Sleuth Patrol 
by Manly Wade Wellman (il. Robert 
Meyers ) Nelson, $2.50 
A Boy Scout patrol whose scoutmaster 


is local police sergeant gets a taste of 
big-time detecting. 
Poetry for You 
by Cecil Day Lewis Oxford, $2.50 
Distinguished English poet helps young 
folk to understand and enjoy poetry. 
Not stuffy at all. 
Victorian Cinderella 
by Phyllis Wynn Jackson (il. Elliott 
Means ) Holiday, $3.00 
Harriet Beecher Stowe and her phenom- 
enal bestseller: the story behind Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin. 
Puzzle of the Talking Monkey 
by L. A. Wadsworth Rinehart, $2.00 
Lots of fun and some hair-raising sus- 
pense in this college mystery. 
The Girl Who Ran for President 
by Laura Kerr (il. M. L. Hethering- 
ton) Nelson, $2.50 
First woman lawyer, also presidential 
nominee, tireless fighter for that dubious 
blessing—woman’s rights. 
Hank Winton: Smokechaser 
by Montgomery M. Atwater 
random, $2.25 
U. S. Forest Service background, good 
plot involving making or breaking of 
character via gruelling apprenticeship 
and heroic assignments in fire-fighting. 
Shoestring Theater 
by Nancy Hartwell (il. Barbara 
Cooney ) Holt, $2.50 
Too-good-to-be-true type of story of 
charming family that keeps whole com- 
munity occupied and entertained by 
starting summer theater. Modern but 
wholesome tone. 
Juan of Manila 
by Marie McSwigan (il. Margaret 
Ayer ) Dutton, $2.50 
Engrossing tale of two Filipino boys’ 
underground war on Japanese; dedicated 
to “Sister Maria del Rey and other 
Maryknoll ‘heroes’ of the Philippines.” 
The Great Heritage 
by Katherine B. Shippen (il. C. B. 
Falls ) Viking, $3.50 
Rhapsody on America’s mountains, 
plains, rivers, legends, spirit; contains 
biblio. of books, records, films. Beau- 
tifully mounted. 
Shad Haul 
by Paul Corey Morrow, $2.50 
Two lads who need money for college 
start fishing in Hudson in competition 
with a formidable tycoon—and succeed 
(naturally). 
Roberta: Interior Decorator 
by Marjorie Freer Messner, $2.25 
Career book. 
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Mark of the Leopard 
by A. G. Stevens and Patricia Ken- 
dall (il. R. Vernam) 
Lippincott, $2.50 
New Simba story of the African veldt. 
Once On Esplanade 
by Frances Parkinson Keyes (il. Ad- 
dison Burbank ) DM, $2.50 
New Orleans tradition, history, culture, 
concretized in story of young Creole 
girl. 
Prairie Colt 
by Stephen Holt (il. Wesley Dennis ) 
LG, $2.25 
“Big Red,” a pinto with a sense of hu- 
mor all his own, gives his young owner 
some bad moments before redeeming 
himself. Good western, complete with 
slang. 
Adventure in Bluejeans 
by Helen Hull Jacobs DM, $2.50 
Former tennis champion’s second book 
for girls—this time about the rustic life 
in Virginia. 
Touchdown Twins 
by Philip Harkins Morrow, $2.50 
Difference between pro and college foot- 
ball exemplified in story of two boys 
who leave school team under duress and 
try for professional. 
Friday's Child 
by Janet Lambert Dutton, $2.25 
Typical Lambert: Jennifer’s little sister 
helps command the Governors Island 
family, makes friends with the Par- 
tishes. 
Woodrow Wilson 
by Alden Hatch Holt, $3.00 
Contains fresh material about his boy- 
hood, plus useful info and texts, pic- 
tures, and index. 
Waverly 
by Amelia Elizabeth Walden 
Morrow $2.50 
Small-town midwest girl goes to eastern 
college for women, has her favorite pre- 
conceptions dashed. Author of Gateway. 
Kit of Danger Cove 
by H. R. Langdale (il. Christine 
Price) Dutton, $2.50 
Exciting mystery involving famous Cape 
Cod glassworks; also good sailing at- 
mosphere. 
Susan B. Anthony 
by Florence Horn Bryan (il. Ericka 
Weihs ) Messner, $2.75 
“Champion of Women’s Rights” — if 
you are interested. 
‘White Terror 
by John J. Floherty Lippincott, $2.75 
Firsthand info about U. S. Service of 


Ice Patrol, on northern steamship lanes. 
38 illustrations. 
Blaze Face 
by Thomas C. Hinkle Morrow, $2.00 
Another horsey story with plenty of de- 
votion and heroism, but from cursory 
observation, too much straight narra- 
tion and tendency to anthropomorphism. 
Anchor for Her Heart 
by Ellsworth Newcomb Dutton, $2.25 
Annapolis background, story of young 
half-orphaned girl, her friends, her bud- 
ding romance. 
Four Young Teachers 
by Genevieve Chase DM, $2.25 
Four highschool grads explore varied 
opportunities of teaching vocation. 
Lysbet 
by Florence Choate & Elizabeth Cur- 
tis (il. authors) Lippincott, $2.50 
“Romance of Old New York’’—young 
Dutch child captured by Indians grows 
up a savage, is befriended by Gov. 
Stuyvesant and transformed into a lady. 
David Livingstone, Foe of Darkness 
' by Jeanette Eaton (il. Ralph Ray) 
Morrow, $3.00 
Junior life of African medical mission- 
ary. 
Copy Kate 
by Marjory Hall (il. Eleanor Darby) 
HM, $2.50 
Career book involving ad-copy writing. 
The Other Side of the Green Hills 
by John Keir Cross (il. Robin Jac- 
ques ) C-McC, $2.50 
Eerie sort of mystery in ancient castle 
milieu. 
Young Miss Burney 
by Anna Bird Stewart (il. Helen 
stone ) Lippincott, $2.50 
Story of shy young writer who wrote 
bestsellers in secret; colorful Johnson- 
Garrick period. 


Intermediate 
Boys & Girls 


(9-14) 


Uncle Swithin's Inventions 
by Wheaton P. Webb (il. Rounds) 
Holiday, $2.00 
About a town character; much humor, 
some hilarious; rather gauche drawings. 
The King Gives a Party 
by Samuel C. Webster (il. Betty Al- 
den) Holt, $2.00 
Ambassador extraordinary of U. S. 
helps king prepare party at which Cin- 
derella meets prince. Good nonsense and 
good sense. 


Miracle by the Sea 
by Olive Price (il. Addison Burbank ) 
Whittlesey, $1.75 
Three children discover plot against 
Jesus, try to reach Him, one of them 
turns out to be the lad with the loaves 
and fishes. 
Gooseberry Jones 
by Will Gerber Putnam, $2.00 
About a little dark boy who longs for a 
dog; lovable characters, poignant theme, 
good inter-racial angles. 
On Hampton Street 
by Alice Williams (il. Anne Vaughan) 
LG, $2.25 
Life in a Welsh family in a U. S. min- 
ing town; good fun, authentic folk-ways. 
Fiesta Colt 
by Martha Farwell (il. Robert Frank- 
enberg ) Rhinehart, $2.25 
Two boys, one American, one Spanish, 
linked by love for a palomino colt, in 
historic California country. 


Deep Wood 
by Elleston Trevor (il. Stephen Voor- 
hies ) LG, $2.50 


Small-animal life—a forest idyll. 
The Lost Violin 
by Clara Ingram Judson (il. Margaret 
Bradfield ) HM, $2.25 
“They Came from Bohemia” in the 
Judson series. 
Beacon Hill Children 
by Elizabeth Rhodes Jackson (il. 
Deane Cate) L.C.Page, $2.50 
Life in Boston with three children and 
dog Reginald. 
Paul of St. Peter's 
by Robert Broderick (il. Virginia 
Broderick ) Bruce, $2.25 
Vatican adventures of two boys —an 
American and a Roman lad whose father 
is a caretaker at St. Peter’s. Climax— 
audience with the Pope. 
Racing the Red Sail 
by Alice Geer Kelsey (il. D. B. 
Morse) LG, $2.00 
Boys and girls of Greece and their en- 
heartening courage and resourcefulness. 
Always Reddy 
by Marguerite Henry (il. Wesley 
Dennis ) Whittlesey, $1.75 
Story of an Irish setter and family, 
with political complications when May- 
or Twitterton takes up hunting — un- 
successfully. 
The Bears’ Famous Invasion of 
Sicily 
by Dino Buzzati Pantheon, $2.75 
Import from Italy; fanciful, full of ro- 
guery and wisdom. Enchanting illustra- 
tions. 
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How Much and How Many 
by Jeanne Bendick (il. author ) 
Whittlesey, $1.75 
“Story of Weights and Measures” en- 
grossingly told; good pix. 
A Child's Garden of Verses 
by Robert Louis Stevenson (il. Tasha 
Tudor ) Oxford, $2.50 
Enchanting interpretations by fine artist. 


Princess of the Channel Isles 
by Eleanor Hoffmann (il. Hans Kreis ) 
Nelson, $2.25 
All about cows from Jersey, and one in 
particular who comes to America and 
cops the county fair ribbons. 


Treasure on the Johnny Smoker 
by Mildred H. Comfort (il. James 
MacDonald ) Morrow, $2.50 
Life on Upper Mississippi, 1870s; plenty 
of atmosphere and excitement. 
Party Shoes 
by Noel Streatfield Random, $2.00 
Newest of famous “shoes” series: these 
shoes go to a pantomime. 


Pigeoneers 
by Anne Molloy (il. Elizabeth Con- 
verse) HM, $2.50 


Story of hospitalized boys and their in- 
teresting hobby. 
Adventures of Winnie & Bly 
by Anne H. White LB, $2.00 
Fantastic and utterly droll adventures 
of two madcap youngsters. 
Star of India 
by Jean Bothwell (il. Margaret Ayer) 
Morrow, $2.50 
Combines mystery plot with description 
of folk-ways of India. 
Bird Dog Bargain 
by Kenneth Gilbert (il. Ernest Nor- 
ling ) Holt, $2.50 
About gun-shy puppy and how Joey 
learns to train him; good woodland ma- 
terial, with exciting plot. - 
The Wonderful Adventures of Nils 
by Selma Lagerlof (il. Hans Baum- 
hauer ) Pantheon, $5.00 
Classic Swedish folklore, charming art- 
work, vaguely Lutheran touches. 
A Horse to Remember 
by Genevieve Torrey Eames (il. Paul 
Brown) Messner, $2.50 
Boy and palomino. 
Judy's Journey 
by Lois Lenski (il. author) 
Lippincott, $2.50 
Documentary, almost unbearably pa- 
thetic story of migrant workers. True 
democratic processes in operation. ]m- 
portant. 





Nebraska Reactions 
(Junior patrons of Christ Child House, an Omaha community center, examined 
the qualifications of the following four books, and their findings were collated by 
Peggy Wall, social worker and BOT reviewer.) 


Lucky Orphan 

Ida Cecil Moore Scribner, $2.00 
This simple, appealing tale of Cynthia, 
the lamb whose mother refused to care 
for her, will meet with the enthusiastic 
approval of most children under twelve. 
Our Intermediate Girl Scouts (aged 10- 
11) exclaimed delightedly over the 
charming illustrations of Cynthia, Cap- 
tain the dog, and the Murdock family. 
They were equally interested in Mrs. 
Moore’s narrative with its mild mixture 
of pathos, humor and suspense. 

There is nothing serious in this little 
book; it is definitely not a classic; chil- 
dren with their indiscriminate appetite 
for a good story will like it nonetheless. 
Intermediate. 


ow: ok 
Tobe 


Stella Gentry Sharpe 

(photos. Charles Farrell) 
Credit for “Tobe” belongs to Charles 
Farrell, who discovered and _ photo- 
graped a Negro farm family of North 
Carolina. His pictures of everyday life 
around the farm with its chores and 
amusements are simple and charming. 


Chapel Hill, $2.00 





An Army in Battle Array 


by Sr. M. Jean Dorcy, O.P. (il. au- 
thor ) Bruce, $2.25 
More Dominican saints and blesseds, 
delightfully characterized in word and 
silhouette-drawings. 
Aluminum from Mine to Sky 
by June Metcalf (il. photos) 
Whittlesey, $2.00 
“Informal biography” of the metal, with 
anecdote, lore, ‘dramatic interest. 
Maryland & Virginia Roundabout 
by Agnes Rothery (il. George Gray) 
DM, $2.75 
Well-known travel-geography series 
comes back to U. S. A. 
Three Without Fear 
by Robert C. DuSoe (il. Ralph Ray) 
LG, $2.25 
Three junior Crusoes explore coast of 
Lower California. 
Six Good Friends 
by Pers Crowell (il. author ) 
Whittlesey, $2.50 
Five horses and a mule pool experiences 
under the “big top.” 





Accompanying each photograph of the 
winsome-faced Tobe and his brothers 
are a few lines describing their activi- 
ties. There is little attempt at a story 
and while the book is easy to read it 
has small appeal for children. Elemen- 


tary. 
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Windy Foot at the County Fair 
Frances Frost (il. Lee Townsend) 

Whittlesey, $2.00 
Toby Clark receives a pony for his 
birthday. From that point on we have 
his adventures in entering ‘Windy 
Foot” in the race at the County Fair 
and the inevitable victory. The blurb on 
the book jacket would like us to think 
that there is glamour and excitement 
for teen-aged readers in this story. Our 
youngsters at the community center 
(Christ Child House) would heartily 
disagree. The repeated descriptions, in 
uninspired modern idiom verging on 
slang, of what Toby ate and spent and 
said are monotonous. As for the County 
Fair, the heat and dust and concessions 
are here, but the carnival gaiety and 
color are somehow lacking. The one 
character who has a touch of whimsical 
charm, Johnny, is unfortunately too 
precocious a five-year-old to be believe- 
able. This should have been an excellent 
book; it is disappointingly mediocre. 
Intermediate. 
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Nellie and the Mayor’s Hat 

Charlotte Baker (il. author) C-McC, $2.00 
Any child who likes a dog will love 
Nellie, the little white dog with one 
brown ear and one brown spot on her 
back. In a story with just enough repe- 
tition and plot Nellie leads her five 
puppies and five Mexican-American 
youngsters through a series of amusing 
adventures. How she rescues the May- 
or’s Fiesta hat from the river and finds 
a home for the pups makes an excellent 
story for children from eight. to ten 
years of age. Intermediate. 


x WwW 
BOOKS ON TRIAL is my biggest 
and best help in book selections. 
(Signed) StistER ANN CHARLES, C.D.P. 
St. Agatha Academy 
Winchester, Kentucky. 
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OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 
Big Bright Land 
Enid Johnson & Anne Merriman Peck 
Messner, $2.50 
Reviewed by Sr. M. St. Magdalen, S.P., 
librarian, Providence High School, Chi- 
cago. 
Teen-agers will revel in the youthful 
independence and the adventurous trek 
by station-wagon of the 17-year-old 
Merryweather twins, Jean and John, 
who sacrifice a New England college life 
in order to make ready for their invalid 
father his newly inherited: ranch home 
in Arizona. 

Were it not for the fact that the 
authors have tried to paint Arizona 
ranch life near the Mexican border as 
they themselves saw it lived, Big Bright 
Land would read like a bit of propa- 
ganda straight from Tucson’s Chamber 
of Commerce. Arizona sunshine restores 
health of body and financial independ- 
ence to Architect Merryweather from 
bleak New England. The wide spaces of 
its desert country, its hills, and the 
healthful pursuits of ranch life, in work 
or play, eventually mold a man of good- 
natured but irresponsible young John. 
Heroine Jean herself learns to accept 
each challenge of the three-room adobe 
house and in the acceptance she matures 
into lovely womanhood. 

The book is well illustrated and the 
end-papers are happily so. In general, 
the format and binding of the Junior 
Literary Guild edition are superior to 
those of the regular trade edition. 


x FF FF 


The Twenty-One Balloons 

William Pene du Bois (il. author) 
Viking, $2.50 

Reviewed by Eileen Hall. 

Cleverly written and more cleverly il- 
lustrated, The Twenty-One Balloons 
scrupulously avoids revealing whether 
its author intended it for readers of 14 
or 40. Either will find it an interesting 
bit of fantasy ..... the strange ad- 
venture of a professor who went balloon 
traveling in 1883, spent a few days with 
a much-too-starched-and-precise group 
of folks on a fabulous Pacific island 
which climaxed the whole affair by con- 
veniently blowing up, and returned 
again to tell the tale in San Francisco. 
We were much relieved when Kraka- 
toa did blow up. It was most depressing 
to think that, even in an author’s im- 
agination, people could exist in such 


planned and orderly perfection ..... 
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father, mother, son and daughter to 
each family; food, clothing, architecture, 
etc., Utopian with only one day out of 
20 for each family to work ..... 
whether purposely or by accident, Mr. 
du Bois engenders an appreciation of 
the gloriously confused life we fumble 
along with day by day. 

P. S. Is that a rosary hanging from 
the bed in the picture on page 101? 

* * a 

American Saint 

Mabel Farnum Didier, $2.50 
Reviewed by Sr. M. Gustave, O.P., Vis- 

itation High School, Chicago. 

The biography of Mother Cabrini is the 
story of a woman’s great love for God 
and her amazing accomplishments for 
Him. It is also a story of travel and 
high adventure, for Mother Cabrini es- 
tablished schools and hospitals in such 
far distant places as Milan, Rome, Ni- 
caragua, Panama, Buenos Aires, New 
Orleans, New York, and Chicago. . 

Mother Cabrini’s sense of humor, her 
good judgment, her love of children and 
the sick, as well as her extraordinary 
ability to restock empty pantries and 
pocketbooks through prayer are well 
presented. No situation, apparently, was 
too much for Mother Cabrini, neither 
the mice and vermin infesting a board- 
ing-house room, where she and her com- 
panions spent the first night in America, 
nor accosting wealthy business men in 
luxurious office suites in order to beg a 
donation for her beloved orphans and 
sick. This adaptability, fearlessness, and 
perseverance in the face of tremendous 
obstacles should strongly appeal to 
American boys and girls with their love 
of independence and achievement. 

Some mannerisms of style, such as 
the constant use of “little” to describe 
Mother Cabrini, will prove annoying to 
discriminating readers. On the whole, 
however, the book is fairly free of that 
pious sentimentality that characterizes 
too many lives of saints written for real- 
istic American children. 

a w * 
Hawaii’s Queen Liliuokalani 
Adrienne Stone (1. Raymond Lufkin) 
Messner, $2.50 
Rich in the romantic, colorful atmos- 
phere we associate with the Islands, and 
at the same time a piece of authentic 
history, this story of Hawaii’s queen has 
much to commend it. 
Queen Liliuokalani is portrayed from 
childhood to old age as a brave human 
figure, who knew all the joys and dis- 
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appointments of the ordinary woman. 
The romantic story of her marriage to 
a haule (foreigner) and their life-long 
happiness, and the penetrating picture 
of the Royal Hawaiian household of a 
century ago, should make this a book 
of real appeal for both highschool peo- 
ple and adults. It is a lovely book to 
look at, with its fine black and white 
drawings. 

—Beryl Hoskin, Reference Librarian 

University of Santa Clara. 


x wr RF 
OLDER BOYS eT 
Sunstar and Pepper 
Edna Hoffman Chapel Hill, $2.50 


A story of the Civil War, seen through 
the Confederate eyes of a young scout 
with Jeb Stuart. An unusually good his- 
torical novel for teen-agers. It appar- 
ently has everything: authentic back- 
ground, clear characterization, an active 
plot, simplicity of style. But when the 
author aims at a fundamental point, she 
misses. A good character tells the hero 
that “there aren’t any rules to the war 
game. It’s just dog eat dog—and the 
strongest and meanest dog wins.” (A 
bad principle to give a generation enter- 
ing the Atomic Age.) Yet, a few pages 
later, this same character complains of 
enemy tactics with: “That’s the way 
Savages carry on warfare” (good ex- 
ample of the contradiction inherent in 
contemporary sentamentalism). If you 
think your young reader can make such 
an anlysis, or ignore this point alto- 
gether, then you still have a book which 
apparently has everything. With this 
reservation, Sunstar and Pepper is rec- 
ommended for boys 12-16. 
—Richard Butler, O.P. 


* * * 
The Big Silver Bowl 
Philip Harkins Morrow, $2.00 


A good sports novel, very well written. 
Highly recommended for boys of high- 
school age and oldsters too, especially 
tennis enthusiasts. The story concerns 
Jack Carson’s conversion from football 
to tennis, overcoming his initial preju- 
dices. Describes the obstacles he meets 
in the game itself and with the people 
who play it, as well as the major ob- 
stacle of his own pride. Leads up, as 
usual, to the “big contest”—in this in- 
stance, the Davis Cup Play. Tennis is 
not often treated by sports novelists. In 
Mr. Harkins’ experienced and skilled 
hands the gap is admirably filled. 
—Richard Butler, O.P. 
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OLDER GIRLS 
Juliette Low 
Mildred Mastin Pace Scribner, $2.00 


Reviewed by Sister M. Amarella, O.S.F., 
M.A., superior, Sacred Heart School, 
Remington, Ind. 

The life story of Juliette Low, founder 
of the Girl Scouts in the United States, 
is one of the most delightful of recent 
books for adolescent girls. From earliest 
childhood the life of Juliette—better 
known as Daisy Gordon—is full of hu- 
man interest, excitement, vivacity, orig- 
inality, and inspiration. Her school-day 
experiences, the courage and zest she 
gave to every task, the glamour of 
Southern society, in which she was a 
general favorite, her courtship by the 
“handsomest man in Savannah” Willie 
Low, her beautiful “white wedding,” 
followed by a perfect honeymoon on a 
tiny island in the Atlantic, her subse- 
quent travels to all parts of the world, 
her lovely homes in Savannah, England, 
and Scotland, the wealth and aristo- 
cratic background of her own family 
and that of her husband, which en- 
abled them to mingle with the best so- 
ciety in America and Europe—all this 

reads like a charming romance. 

But it is Juliette Low’s interest in 
the underprivileged everywhere and her 
incomparable and inexhaustible labors 
and sacrifices in founding the Girl 
Scouts of the United States, and in es- 
tablishing an International Council of 
Girl Scouts, which awaken our deepest 
admiration for this heroic woman of 
America. Mildred Mastin Pace has giv- 
en the teen-age girl a charming story 
of a very charming heroine. 

* * * 


Summer Under Sail 

Elizabeth Howard Morrow, $2.00 
Reviewed by Sr. Loretto Marie, C.D.P., 

Melbourne, Ky. 

In the days when it was considered 
indelicate to call a “female” a woman, 
Clarissa Meade, 16-year-old daughter 
of a Cleveland boat captain, set her 
sedate mother “on her ears” by attend- 
ing unescorted a lecture on Women’s 
Rights given by a woman! This scan- 
dalous conduct won for Clarissa the 
much coveted ‘punishment’ of being 
sent away for a while on her grand- 
father’s cargo boat with the dreaded 
prospect of boarding school on her re- 
turn. 

With the historical background of 
sailing days in Cleveland of the 1850’s, 
a workable and generally plausible plot, 








a group of life-like characters, it is dis- 
appointing that Summer Under Sail 
does not live up to its possibilities. The 
historical aspect of the times, though 
correctly presented, is only touched 
upon, whereas a heavier sketching 
would have added interest and signifi- 
cance to the plot. 

The plot is marred by the improba- 
bilities and far-fetched conflicts. Al- 
though the sequence of the plot calls 
for great character development, the 
figures in the book remain throughout 
the same as they were at the beginning 
of the story. The abrupt and unsatis- 
factory ending leaves a frustrated im- 
pression in the reader’s mind. 


* bg * 


Ann Lawrence of Old New York 
Gladys Malvern Messner, $2.25 
Reviewed by Sr. M. Gustave, O.P., 

Visitation High School, Chicago. 


New York, in 1811, was growing fast; 
more room was needed for new homes, 
new streets. The city planners were 
buying up all the land between the city 
limits and Harlem River, their plans 
engulfing all the small farms and large 
estates that lay in this section. But the 
Lawrences loved their farm; the embers 
on its hearth had not gone out for 
seventy years. The Lawrences and their 
neighbors agreed that they would never 
sell to the city; at any cost they de- 
termined to keep their homes. But for 
Ann Lawrence who had mothered five 
brothers and a young sister since the 
death of her parents, the bitterest part 
of eventually being forced into selling 
the farm lay in her estrangement from 
Peter Elliott, the most ardent and in- 
sistent of the city planners. This, briefly, 
is the plot around which is woven a 
fast-moving and romantic story of Old 
New York. 

In addition to being entertained, the 
reader will acquire some interesting bits 
of information about the customs, ar- 
chitecture, and dress of New York City 
before it became the sophisticated me- 
tropolis of the United States. 

This is a wholesome story in which 
charity, kindness, integrity, and trust 
in God, virtues too often lost in the 
shuffle of modern living, play an im- 
portant part, without sermonizing, in 
the development of the story. 

The book is charmingly illustrated 
by Corinne Malvern, a young artist of 
no small ability. 





Nancy Naylor, Visiting Nurse 
Crowell, $2.00 
Having completed her “sky service” as 
an air pilot and flight nurse and having 
become engaged to the ideal service man 
in four earlier books in this series, pret- 
ty red-haired Nancy Naylor, efficiency 
personified, becomes in this volume 
visting nurse in an appropriately inef- 
ficient New England village. The formu- 
la is of interest to the ordinary high- 
school girl, including as it does home 
decorating, mystery, and temporarily 
blighted love working out with Nancy 
a June bride “almost too beautiful . . . 
like one of those angels in a Renaissance 
picture.” Nancy’s civic service as a 
nurse lends practicality to the story, but 
it is the ordinary run of the mill, in- 
ferior when we think of what our Catho- 
lic college products should be writing 
for the younger reader. 

—Sister Mary of the Incarnation, C.D.P. 


Elizabeth Lansing 


* * * 


Spurs for Suzanna 
Betty Cavanna (il. Virginia Vann) 
Westminster, $2.00 
Reviewed by Sr. Loretto Marie, C.D.P., 
Melbourne, Ky. 


A rare find! A book for teen-agers with 
more than pulp between the covers! 
Here is the adolescent as he really is— 
an eternal conflict: dreams and depths 
gaiety and sadness, gregariousness and 
aloneness—all his little ruses and make- 
believe. 


The heroine, 15-year-old Suzanna 
Scott (Sue, for short), is the only child of 
Richard, a hospitalized tuberculosis pa- 
tient, and Marianne Scott, a highly 
efficient business woman. The loneliness 
that is creeping into Sue’s life is fast 
becoming a phobia. Her hard-working 
mother, while realizing the emptiness 
of her dreamy daughter’s life, feels that 
Sue should adjust herself to unavoid- 
able conditions and make the best of 
them. With matters at a crucial point, 
Sue receives an invitation to spend the 
summer vacation at Ballantine’s farm. 

The strong point of this book is 
character delineation and development. 
Within its 222 pages, Spurs for Suzanna 
witnesses great strides for maturity on 
the part of its adolescent heroine. The 
other characters, especially the juve- 
niles, are aptly sketched. Animated and 
true-to-life is the well co-ordinated plot 
into which other teen-age “Sue Scotts” 
can project themselves delightedly. 
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The Secret Camp 
Irena Balinska Morrow, $2.50 


Reviewed by Richard Butler, O.P., 

whose writings for and about boys ap- 

pear regularly under various pseudo- 
nyms in Catholic periodicals. 


If this were a simple adventure yarn 
about two young boys finding a secret 
cave, having a very childish brand of 
fun with their pals and accidentally 
discovering a group of German spies— 
it would be OK to let it go at that and 
recommend the book as good entertain- 
ment. But it isn’t that simple; in fact, 
the story is complicated by the intended 
intrusion of a detailed and illustrated 
course in cartography. If this is “easy 
map-making,” as the publisher claims, 
then I confess to be the original dumb 
bunny. The writing is definitely slanted 
for very young boys (9-12 ?); yet the 
technicalities would baffle an Eagle 
Scout. The author obviously is not 
familiar with young American boys, at 
least not the ones I know. If you have 
a prodigious little technician around the 
house, you might try this story on him. 
It is an interesting experiment, but its 
appeal is bound to be limited. 


= *. 
Susan and the Butterbees 
Ralph Bergengren L G, $2.00 


Reviewed by Lois Slade. 


Susan Butterbee sat alone on the beach 
one afternoon, counting the sandpipers 
and wishing for adventure. She confided 
to the lobsterman (who was really Fairy 
Maud in disguise) that what she wanted 
most in the world was an uncle. Whisht! 
a magic word from the enchantress— 
and each of the 47 sandpipers lengthen- 
ed out and became a man! 

There was Uncle Henry with his great 
gold watch, and Uncles Pythias and 
Damon who owned a grocery store to- 
gether, Uncle Goliath the postmaster, 
Uncle Hamlet, the professor Uncle 
George, Uncle Horatio, Uncle David— 
all with a propensity for nonsensical 
rhyming when they talked. Oddly 
enough, they seemed like real, flesh and 
blood Butterbees. They disappeared, of 
course, when Susan’s mother returned 
from her lecture on what to do about 
the atomic bomb, but they called seven 
more times when their favorite niece 


‘was bothered with a problem. 


Many of the subtleties in Ralph Ber- 
grengren’s whimsey will escape child 
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audiences: its sly poke at the modern 
clubwoman-parent, the classical names 
of Susan’s conjured “relatives.” Some- 
times fancy is so closely integrated with 
reality that its effect becomes labored. 
In the main, though, youngsters will 
pronounce the story gay and plausible. 


m... a 
It’s Fun to Make a Book 

Anne Kramer (il. Carlyle Leach) 

Dutton, $1.00 
Here’s a book to delight the imaginative 
child who makes a story of everyday 
life. Miss Kramer has written two short 
stories in which she stops action at the 
climax and inserts blank pages for the 
young reader to finish the story. 

At the back of the book are eight 
ruled pages to entice a youngster to 
write his first original story. Included 
are several pages of drawing instructions 
and patterns so that the original story 
may have illustrations too. A child from 
9 to 12, with a creative mind, will 
cherish this book. 

—Lucie Stolteben 


ee 
Pancakes—Paris 
Claire Huchet Bishop (il. Georges Schreiber) 


Viking, $2.00 
Typical American soldiers sight-seeing 
in today’s Paris give a package of pan- 
cake flour to a manly little lad as a 
token of appreciation for his courtesy. 
Obstacles overcome and adventures en- 
countered in the effort to decipher the 
mysterious English directions on the 
magical box weave a fascinating tale 
which ends with a joyous party and a 
cupboard bursting with delicious pro- 
visions. The boy gives evidence of fine 
moral training by a valiant mother, but 
the author omits mention of even a 
momentary prayer by woman or child 
—and thereby fails to sound the domi- 
nant note necessary to complete the full 
harmony of characterization. Thought- 
fully written, thought provoking—the 
story leaves young Americans poign- 
antly aware of their happy lot as com- 
pared with children in other lands. 

—Mary E. Carr 


~ Ww 


The Wonderful Day 
Elizabeth Coatsworth (il. Helen Sewell) 
Mac, $2.00 
This is the fifth and last of the series 


' which began with Away Goes Sally by 


a superior writer of juvenile fiction. 
Sally is back to her home on the 
Penobscot. Now she is approaching 
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young ladyhood and is trying to acquire 
some of the graces that are supposed 
(or should I say “were” supposed?) to 
adorn that state. Sally and her cousin, 
Andrew, are able to outwit a clever 
villain who would have dispossessed her 
uncle and many other honest, hard- 
working colonial farmers. Sally is a 
picture of gracious and lovely girlhood. 
Her surroundings have the quaint charm 
of New England antiques, and there is 
a deftly suggested romance at the end 
of the story. 
—Theresa O'Neil 
"..& 

Castle of Adventure 

Enid Blyton Mac, $2.00 
In this story we meet two girls and 
their two brothers who spend their 
holidays in a cottage which is near a 
mysterious old castle. As the children 
are wholesome and healthy, they have 
a completely normal curiosity about the 
castle and set off to explore it. Adven- 
tures come thick and fast, and although 
the plot may seem strained to an adult, 
it will appear wholly believable to a 
youngster. Good recreational reading. 
Well written. 

—Theresa O’Neil 


x Ww 
The Spanish Galleon 

Tudur Watkins (il. Jack Matthews) 

C-McC, $2.00 

Reviewed by Sr. M. Verona, O.P. 

A Spanish galleon laden with gold, en- 
route to England carries the Spanish 
bride-to-be of an English nobleman. 
The vessel is caught in a storm off the 
English coast and by a freak of nature 
the ship is literally thrown into the soft 
limestone of the English cliff. The im- 
pact causes the land to slide and the 
galleon is sealed within the cavern made 
by its entrance. 

A hundred years later pieces of Span- 
ish gold are found on the shore. These 
cause Patchy Davis, leader of a group 
of petty thieves, to become thoughtful 
as to where the gold came from. Inter- 
ested too, are Peter and his friend 
Dewey, English boys whe live near by. 
They find the galleon, only to discover 
that someone had found it before them. 
As they search the ship the apparition 
of the Spanish lady almost scares them 
to death. The ghost is in reality a 
neighboring inn keeper whose true char- 
acter is that of accomplice to a group 
of international thieves. The boys of 
course, cannot know that this group of 
thieves. have reconstructed the galleon 








102 


into a stronghold for their present day 
loot. 

The British Broadcasting Corporation 
featured The Spanish Galleon as a radio 
serial throughout England. It is an ex- 
cellent adventure story, clean, interest- 
ing, exciting. 

* * * 
God Died at Three O’Clock 

Rev. Gerald T. Brennan Bruce, $1.75 

Reviewed by Sr. Ann Regina, O.P., St. 
Edward’s School, Chicago. 


Father Brennan has again given us an 
old truth in a unique manner. He treats 
with color the passion and death of our 
Blessed Lord, inspiring us with sincere 
devotion. The great care and prudence 
used in selecting appropriate illustra- 
tions contribute greatly to a more vivid 
conception of the scene depicted. 

Children will be quick to detect truth 
in such simplicity. We need more truth 
and less sentimentality in our present 
day writings, even for children, if we 
ever hope to inculcate righteousness. 
This book will surely impress the per- 
sonality of Christ on young minds. 

* a og 
Jonathan Goes West 
Stephen W. Meader (il. Edward Shenton) 
HB, $2.25 
Jonathan is a book for intermediate and 
junior high boys, and it concerns a 
Maine lad whose father has been home- 
steading in the prairies of central IIli- 
nois in the 1840s. Jonathan’s experi- 
ences in getting to Illinois from Maine 
become a vivid, exciting, virile state- 
ment of the perils and pleasures of life 
in those times. 

As a summary of travel conditions it 
is complete: there is the frigate, canal 
boat, primitive railroad, keel boat, steam- 
boat, the wagon, the horse. Of people 
there are gangsters, skippers, pio- 
neers, and some especially charming folk 
like the delightful old man whose travel- 
ing library, “The Atheneum,” carried 
Jonathan over the Alleghanies, and the 
Indiana Quakers who were involved in 
the Underground that moved escaped 
slaves into Canada. 

Only complaint is about the author’s 
obvious prejudice in favor of Maine 
(understandable enough, of course), to 
the disadvantage of the great prairie 
states. He seems to lack any apprecia- 
tion of the strength and fruitful power 
of the middle-west. True, Jonathan’s 
struggles and the tragedy of his discov- 
ery of his father’s death would be 
enough to embitter anyone against IIli- 
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nois (he didn’t like New York either, 
for different reasons). 
* * * 
FOR THE PRIMARY GRADES 
Hercules the Gentle Giant 
Nina Schneider (il. Kurt Werth) Roy, $2.00 
Reviewed by Mary E. Carr. 


If subsequent volumes translate into hi- 
larious comedy and bouncing adventure 
as happily and smoothly as Hercules, 
the educational luxury of Greek my- 
thology will be a “laughin’-place” for 
everyone. Situations are unchanged but 
dialogue is droll understatement, moti- 
vation amplified by sportive aside and 
tempo accelerated through seriocomic 
observation on adjacent activity. The il- 
lustrator is obviously indebted to some 
inspired pooka for insouciantly incon- 
gruous settings and outlandishly appro- 
priate costumes. To assist the author in 
her brave attempt to whistle the grimly 
threatening “live and learn” to a blithe- 
ly intriguing “laugh and learn”—we 
suggest future volumes indicate correct 
pronunciation following first mention 
e.g., Hercules (HER-kew-leez) son of 
Alcmena (Alk-MEE-neh). 
w * a 
For a Child 
Col. Wilma McFarland (il. Ninon) 
Westminster, $2.50 
Reviewed by Mary E. Carr. 


A comprehensive collection of lilting 
rhyme is a delightful demonstration that 
almost everything in the world has a 
poem about it—and every pleasure, in- 
terest and activity may lead a child to 
knowledge of poetic concept and appre- 
ciation for its expression. The artist uses 
glowing color generously; her tousled 
tykes and wistful waifs a tender com- 
bination of sturdy realism and piquant 
impressionism; elves and fairies the es- 
sence of stardust and moonglow. 

Yet one who regrets writing “the sad- 
dest words” must indicate that per- 
fection is missed narrowly. There is no 
poem such as Mary Dixon Thayer’s 
“How Nice” or “Words” to prompt the 
child to observe, as does James J. Daly, 
S.J., in “The Secret of Delight” that: 
earned God’s goodness made— 
in the raptures of eternity— 
These trysts for loveliness and me.” 

x * * 
Tarnish 

Osa Johnson (il. A. A, Jansson) W &F, $1.00 
Osa Johnson, wife of the famed explor- 
er, the late Martin Johnson, brings the 
fascination of the African Jungle to 
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children in Tarnish, the true story of a 
lion cub. An interesting, instructive, 
well written story, the tale of the jungle 
life of a lion cub from kitten days to 
adulthood. Children, boys especially, 
from 9 to 12 will enjoy the thrills of the 
story and the graphic realism of the 
artwork. 
—Lucie Stolteben 
a x * 

Oley the Sea Monster 

Marie Hall Ets (il. Author) Viking, $1.50 
Through simple text and factual car- 
toons which catch the Windy City’s 
breezy accent and urgent tempo, the 
schoolchild who has thrilled to a sight 
of strange denizens of the deep in ‘the 
tanks of Chicago’s Aquarium, will now 
enjoy a glimpse of the activity which 
continues after visiting hours and the 
behind-the-scenes work of everyone 
from director to janitor. The child’s 
sympathy is with the friendly little har- 
bor seal, and as tension mounts while 
Oley tries to find his way home to 
mother, the happy ending is triumphant 
relief. 


—Mary E. Carr 
* * xe 
Penny and Peter 
Carolyn Haywood HB, $2.00 


Penny and Peter are six- and eight-year- 
old boys who very fortunately were 
adopted by a prosperous businessman 
and his wife. It is a gay and sponta- 
neous account of familiar family life 
with the boys finding mischief and ad- 
venture at every turn. Very young read- 
ers will enjoy both the story and the pen 
and ink drawings. 
—Lucie Stolteben 
* * * 
The Golden Bowl 
Edith Heal (il. Marian Cannon) 

Lothrop, $1.50 
A fairy tale—involving not magic wands 
but rather the resourcefulness of a little 
French girl and Mr. John, the artist 
who had come to paint New Orleans. 
Neither Marie nor Mr. John could bear 
to see “The Golden Bowl” close its 
doors for lack of customers; so between 
them they worked on the Old Countess 
until she agreed to pay the little restau- 
rant a visit. That was all it needed. The 
little book has a lot of substance for 
its size: beyond the essential excitement 
of a New Orleans background it has 
wholesome, lovable characterizations, 
sound ideals, and lovely authentic il- 
lustrations. 














in 


ve, 
zle 


y, 
he 
he 


50 
I- 
.) 


ae 
nt 
Ie 


le 
le 


Poo 
le 


t 











BOOKS ON TRIAL 


103 





Contrasting Credos 


September, 1947 
Does God Exist? 

Alfred Edward Taylor Mac, $1.75 
Affirmation of Immortality 

John Haynes Holmes Mac, $1.50 


By A. P. Madgett, S.J., John Carroll 
University, Cleveland. 


The last work of A. E. Taylor is a fit- 
ting “Amen!” to a life spent in earnest 
pursuit of truth. Despite strong Carte- 
sian and Kantian influences on his own 
earlier thinking, he examines with mi- 
nute thoroughness, in the present work, 
the agnostic and atheistic conclusions 
commonly drawn by others from the 
same mental background. Because he 
makes the agnostics’ case as strong as 
possible, his exposure of non sequiturs 
in their arguments is all the more tell- 
ing. In a postscript, written some years 
after completion of the manuscript 
proper (1939), he closes his last pub- 
lished work with a strong affirmation of 
Christian faith. 


If read superficially, even by a phi- 
losopher, Taylor’s book may seem to be 
another somewhat vain attempt to seek 
a basis for faith without the “preambles 
of Faith.” Towards the close he says: 
“All I contend is that there is nothing 
in our knowledge of the ‘natural world’ 
to exclude this faith, and that without it 
the moral and spiritual world of our 
ideals and aspirations . . . are so unin- 
telligible that we can hardly understand 
how they could have arisen, even as il- 
lusions.” 

Actually Prof. Taylor has done much 
more than he claims. Therefore we must 
interpret his “All I contend . . .” as fol- 
lows: “As long as you have no more 
adequate epistemological grounds than 
what you have inherited from Descartes 
Hume, Mill, Kant and their fol- 
lowers, you must admit this minimum, 
even on the basis of your own princi- 
ples. Any positive assertions or denials 
about realities outside the sphere to 
which your scientific induction confines 
you are unscientific and irrational on 
your part.” 

But he does not rest his case there. 


He forcefully points out that science is, 


tacitly supposing the same primary truths 
on which all knowledge rests: “The 
triple supposition that there must be 
that about which something is known, 
the person who knows . . . and the 


- knowing of it.” Since this supposition is 


necessarily presumed in every scientific 
assertion, yet entirely beyond the scope 


of scientific proof, it “is a mere arro- 
gant dogmatism” to set aside as worth- 
less any appeal to certainties gained 
from studies other than science. 

The repetition of this theme in one 
way or another in the discussion of each 
argument for “scientific agnosticism” is 
what gives this book its value. Profes- 
sor Taylor sees these arguments more 
clearly and states them more cogently 
than do those who defend them. Thus, 
remaining on their grounds, where ag- 
nostics must listen to him, he is able to 
show more pointedly the complete fail- 
ure of rational support for their nega- 
tions of God. While we may not agree 
with all the points which the author is 
willing to “grant for the sake of argu- 
ment,” we must concede that he has 
followed a more tactful and more effec- 
tive course than the stultifying one of 
dismissing all agnostics as mere fools. . . . 

The book is to be heartily recom- 
mended, not only to those troubled by 
agnosticism, but still more to the Chris- 
tian apologete who sincerely wishes, as 
he certainly ought, to understand the 
other fellow’s point of view. 

In contrast to this thinker, the “lib- 
eral” minister, John Haynes Holmes, 
simply grants: “It is true that the mod- 
ern mind has shown that we cannot 
prove that man is immortal.” It is 
ironic to see this doctor of divinity 
cautiously eliminating amy rational 
grounds for his assertions, and then 
“affirming” a vague kind of immortal- 
ity; because “we simply feel these 
things, that’s all... .” 

Comparing these two authors and 
their works, we recognize in the first a 
philosopher arguing for a truly Chris- 
tian faith, whereas in the second we find 
a “Christian” minister feeding grist to 
the agnostics’ mill. 


x WF 


Do We Want Peace 
—or Another War? 


Schools, Study Clubs and Forums 
everywhere should be at work on 
this question. 

To help them, A Digest of the 
book A World to Reconstruct was 
prepared under the supervision of 
the Bishop’s Committee on the 
Pope’s Peace Plan. Single copies, 
postpaid, are $1.00. Discounts in 
quantities. 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


Martyr for the 
Missions 
Difficult Star 

Katherine Burton LG, $2.75 

Reviewed by Rev. Joseph A. Wagner, 

assistant director, Society for the Propa- 
gation of the Faith, Archdiocese of Chi- 
cago. 
Who could imagine that the France of 
the early 19th Century could produce a 
girl who would found a society of lay- 
people to help the Missions, and organ- 
ize this society so well that it became 
the Pontifical Society under the direct 
administration of the Pope? Imagine a 
woman so much interested in the labor- 
ing classes that she made the first con- 
crete effort to organize a factory and 
residential community where the work- 
ers might receive a living wage and the 
opportunity of giving their children a 
Catholic education. .. . 

It is one of the anomalies of history 
that Pauline Jaricot within her own life- 
time should be rejected by the directors 
of the Society she founded, despite the 
protestations of priests, Cardinals and 
even the Pope in her behalf. It was 
ironic that her efforts in behalf of the 
poor were nullified by a pair of scoun- 


’ drels who stole her own funds and the 


money entrusted to Pauline by others, 
leaving her with a heavy burden of debt, 
which she labored in vain to pay off 
throughout the rest of her life. 

Katherine Burton has brought out 
strikingly the qualities of Pauline Jari- 
cot that make her so attractive to our 
present-day world. The book has been 
published on the 125th anniversary of 
the official adoption and approval of 
her plan for the missions. The foreword 
is by the National Director of the So- 
ciety for the Propagation of the Faith 
in the United States, as an official act 
of reparation for the injustice done her 
in her lifetime. May God in His provi- 
dence bring about the speedy beatifica- 
tion and canonization of Pauline Jaricot, 
as the supreme tribute to her organizing 
genius and heroic sanctity. 


x «Ww 


“It is fashionable to assert that 
Catholic critics and especially 
priests are hypercautious and hy- 
persensitive. It is my experience 
that they rebel only at falsifica- 
tions.” —Rev. John D. Ballard in 
the New York Times. 





fg file ee om” 


=e 















104 


“The Time Is Now” 


The Heart Aflame 
Msgr. Hugh F. Blunt Bruce, $2.50 
The Love of the Sacred Heart 
L. M. Dooley, S.V.D. Bruce, $2.25 
Reviewed by Margaret Collins. 


Two thoughts remain paramount after a 
careful reading of these books. One is 
most aptly expressed in the syllogism 
used by Monsignor Blunt in The Heart 
Aflame: “God Is Love. Christ Is God. 
So Christ Is Love.” The other is some- 
thing that comes intuitively. It is this: 
THE TIME IS NOW. Throughout his 
book, which is a concise history of de- 
votion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
Monsignor Blunt reiterates the sublime, 
yet simple and compelling, theme, 
“Christ’s urgent appeal for reparation 
to outraged Love.” 

The Heart Aflame brings into aston- 
ishing closeness the marvelous reality of 
devotion to the Sacred Heart. Monsi- 
gnor Blunt further states: “It is a devo- 
tion, too, that in its practical workings 
among us is unique, in that St. Mar- 
garet Mary is the only one . . . who was 
commissioned by our Lord Himself. . . 
to promote the devotion in the world.” 


The last paragraph contains a plea 
and a question: “Are we going to learn 


of Him, and answer Love with love?” — 


The response is very happily found in 
Father Dooley’s The Love of the Sacred 
Heart. 


While giving a résumé of devotion to 
the Heart of Christ (including, as does 
Msgr. Blunt, a portion on St. John 
Eudes, who has been called by Pope 
Pius X, “Father, Doctor, and Apostle 
of the liturgical worship of the Sacred 
Hearts of Jesus and Mary”), Father 
Dooley stresses meditation, repeating 
the love theme constantly. Wilfrid Par- 
sons, S.J., says in the Foreword: 
“Father Dooley’s book, written as it is 
with unction, rightly, it seems to me, 
has emphasized the fact that the devo- 
tion to the Sacred Heart is an exercise 
of love. I shall like to think of it as an 
antidote to the ills of the age, and a 
re-education in the ways of God with 
man.” 


In showing how this devotion is a 
remedy for the personal and social evils 
that beset humanity today, his enthusi- 
asm is so infectious that this reviewer 
cannot resist one more quotation: “If 
only the world realized the immensity, 
the intensity, the devotion, the zeal, and 





BOOKS ON TRIAL 





September, 1947 


Some “Doubtful Views” 


A Sketch of Medieval Philosophy 
D. J.B. Hawkins S & W, $2.00 
Reviewed by Benedict Ashley, 
O.P., Ph.D. 


There are still only a few books in Eng- 
lish to meet the increasing demand for 
a better understanding of Scholastic 
thought. A useful addition is this short 
work which can be appreciated by any- 
one who has been introduced, formally 
or informally, to the main problems of 
philosophy. The author wisely devotes 
most of his space to a few great figures, 
Boethius, Erigena, St. Anselm, Abelard, 
St. Bonaventure, St. Thomas, Duns 
Scotus, and William of Ockham; but he 
also provides an adequate background 
of lesser lights. At once more up-to-date 
and more compact than De Wulf’s 
standard history, it is more suitable for 
beginners. 

A few very doubtful views mar what 
is otherwise a fair and accurate presen- 
tation. The most delicate point is the 
relation between the philosophy of St. 
Thomas and that of Scotus. Here Dr. 
Hawkins has very rightly made use of 
the recent studies of the thought of the 
great Marian theologian by his Francis- 
can disciples. This is to recognize the 
truth that a philosophy is best under- 
stood in the light of a living tradition. 
Nevertheless it is doubtful that either 
Scotists or Thomists will be satisfied 
with the present author’s attempt at re- 
ducing some of ‘their crucial metaphysi- 
cal differences to terminological diffi- 
culties. ... 

Unfortunately Dr. Hawkins has not 
been equally careful in viewing St. 
Thomas in the light of the Thomistic 
school, although that vital and continu- 
ous tradition is our best guarantee that 





above all, the love of the Heart of 
Christ, it would no longer be the world 
it is. It would be a regenerated world, 
purified and sanctified by the Heart 
that loves men so much. Its attention 
would be focused on that Heart alone. 
It would be captivated completely by 
the goodness, generosity, loyalty, and 
love of this Heart of God.” 

When so enthralled, we will under- 
stand the need for reparatory love on 
our part. We know that our Lady is 
the model in reparation. Both Msgr. 
Blunt and Father Dooley point out that 
devotion to our Lady will fan the flame 
of our love for Her Son. 


we have understood the Angelic Doctor 
correctly. For the author the great 
Thomistic commentators were learned 
but sterile men, who did not rethink 
Thomism in terms of their own times, 

This is to forget that the first philo- 
sophical problem of any age is to 
prevent the known truth from being 
corrupted by superficial minds. These 
men had to meet a most violent attack 
and an inutterable confusion of opinions 
which destroyed Scholasticism, ye. they 
not only preserved Thomistic thought 
but extended it in a solid way that com- 
pares most favorably with the efforts of 
certain modern Thomists, more adapt- 
able than profound. 

Again, the author, while rejecting 
Molinism, finds the Thomistic way of 
reconciling man’s free will and God’s 
universal causality unsatisfactory. Most 
serious of all are certain misleading and 
vague views on the five proofs of the 
existence of God. Dr. Hawkins depreci- 
ates the first proof, and thinks that it 
was called “more manifest” only be- 
cause it could be easily imagined in the 
Aristotelian cosmos. Rather it is more 
manifest because it proceeds from the 
most manifest effect of God in our uni- 
verse, namely actual motion. Nor is it 
correct to treat the fourth proof as 
merely supplementary, and as showing 
rather what God is, than that He is. 

The student should use this sketch as 
a very handy introduction, but should 
go on to the Thomist tradition before 
making any judgment on the central 
points of St. Thomas’ metaphysics. 


ww OK OW 


Book Prices Rising 

The increased prices which we pre- 
dicted a year ago are becoming more 
and more evident in the book business. 

In 1946 there was only one novel 
published which listed as high as $3.50. 
Many $3.50 novels have already been 
published in 1947. 

A few days ago, in looking through 
some of the big-selling novels of 25 
years ago, it was interesting to note 
the number that were priced at $1.50. 
Production in volume supposedly re- 
duces unit cost. Books are now being 
printed in enormous quantities as com- 
pared with 25 years ago, but, instead 
of having a reduction in prices, selling 
prices have increased to as much as 
200 per cent or more. 
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Marriage: The Great Mystery 
Abbé Robert Kothen (tr. E. J. Ross) 
_ Newman, $2.25 
Reviewed by Thomas C. Donlan, O.P. 


The intent of this book is better under- 


stood from the title of the original Bel- 
gian edition, Vers Une Mystique Famili- 
ale. Abbé Kothen attempts to portray 
the sublime spiritual aspects of the vo- 
cation to married life and to suggest 
practical means of fulfilling this voca- 
tion. 

Of the seven chapters, the first is the 
most important. Therein the author 
holds up marriage as a representation 
and a reproduction of the mystical 
union of Christ and the church. He 
eschews the “deductive method of scho- 
lasticism” and follows the “visual 
method of the gospels.” Gazing upon 
the mysterious union of Christ and the 
Church in order to understand the true 
nature of Christian marriage is all very 
good; but such a method demands that 
those who gaze must see what the 
Church sees in this mystery. The 
method of scholasticism intends to give 
humans a clear and accurate insight into 
things divine, and those who abandon 
the rigorous and scientific method of 
scholasticism frequently become con- 
fused. There are evidences of confusion 
in this presentation. 

Author states that marriage is a sa- 
cred thing and then continues, “This is 
why he who goes against the very na- 
ture of marriage, he who breaks its laws, 
desecrates something holy; he repre- 
sents the sacred union of Christ and the 
Church in a shameful and impure man- 
ner, and commits a sacrilege”. To say 
the least, the author’s interpretation of 
the term “sacrilege” is rather extensive. 
This reviewer was unable to discover 
any solid theological foundation for such 
a statement. There are good reasons and 
weighty authority against it. 

Although the recipients of matrimony 
are its ministers, couples who are in the 
state of sin at the time of marriage 
commit a sacrilege because they receive 
a sacrament unworthily and not because 
they are unworthy ministers. The reason 
for this is that marriage partners are 
not specially consecrated ministers of 
the sacraments. Were the opinion of the 
author followed in regard to the sacra- 
ments of Baptism and Confirmation it 
seems that there would be no end to 
sacrileges. 
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Confusing I nter pretations 


Throughout this work there are many 
quotations from authorities on mar- 
riage from the Fathers of the Church 
down through modern authors. The 
trained and discerning reader can find 
much that is enlightening in these pas- 
sages, but the ordinary reader may well 
be confused by abrupt transitions. 
These seem to be due to the use of 
loose comparisons which are confusing 
when one is attempting to understand 
divinely revealed truths by means of 


analogy. 
= ®S 2 


FITTING INTRODUCTION 
Margery Kempe: 
Genius and Mystic 
Katharine Cholmeley LG, $2.00 
By Rosemary McCormick. 


Those contemplating a study of Marg- 
ery Kempe and her book will find this 
scholarly treatise to be a fitting and 
almost necessary introduction. Those al- 
ready acquainted with this unusual me- 
diaevel character will find herein valu- 
able supplementary information that 
ultimately rounds out Margery’s auto- 
biographical tale. 

Confronted by the overwhelmingly 
vivid account of her affairs, both spir- 
itual and temporal, the author, on first 
reading, concluded that while Dame 
Kempe’s contribution to English litera- 
ture remains undisputed her spirituality 
was not to be taken too seriously. When 
informed that competent theologians 
were, on the contrary, convinced that 
Margery was quite genuine, Miss Chol- 
meley re-read the book. Her conclusions 
are convincingly summarized here in an 
analysis of the book itself, a study of 
the contemporary scene, a presentation 
of Margery Kempe as penitent, pilgrim, 
suspected heretic and, finally, lover of 
God. 

Where Margery’s book opens the 
door to a more sympathetic understand- 
ing of life in 14th and 15th C. times, 
Katharine Cholmeley’s study invites the 
reader to a greater appreciation of 
Margery Kempe as a sincere soul striv- 
ing for perfection against odds no less 
difficult then than now. 


2. eo 


Time: “In 1945 there was one di- 
vorce for every three marriages (502,- 
000 to 1,618,331) . . . nearly twice the 
prewar rate, up 25% from 1944.” 
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Refresher Course 


Fundamental Rubrics 
Rev. John C.O’Leary Newman, $1.75 


Reviewed by Rev. Philip T. Weller. 


Every priest who has passed the first 
anniversary of ordination, likewise the 
seminarian who is nearing Holy Orders, 
would do well to secure this book and 
peruse it periodically . . . as a quick 
review of fundamental rubrics, accord- 
ing to the mind of the highest approved 
authorities. 


The author does not pussyfoot when, 
a@ propos of celebrating Mass, he de- 
declares: “The greatest fault, and the 
mother of countless violations of both 
the spirit and the letter of the rubrics, 
is an undue and irreverent hurry and 
speed. It unmistakably indicates a lack 
of faith and piety. . . .” “If the rubrics 
prescribing the tones of voice and the 
proper enunciation of the text of Mass 
were observed, we would soon see the 
elimination of the scandalous stream- 
lined Masses”. To both of which re- 
bukes we say: Amen! 


The following, however, is a little 
hard to swallow: “Some theologians 
hold it to be a mortal sin to exceed the 
secret voice in a major part of the 
Canon or in the words of consecration 
alone”. How do some theologians get 
that way! Let our respect for and obe- 
dience to the rubrics be the consequence 
of our love for the “beauty of God’s 
house”—not of trepidation aroused by 
the thunderings of moralists. 


x Ww 


Books for the Blind 


We regret we lack space to tell our 
readers in full of the wonderful work 
of the Xavier Society for the Blind, 136 
West 95th Street, New York 25, now 
under the direction of Rev. John H. 
Clocke, S.J. 

A complete mimeographed list of 
books in Braille is now available. A 
Talking Book project is under way. The 


aim of the society is to give free service 
to the blind. 

We are happy to note that the direc- 
tor says Books ON TRIAL has been most 
helpful in selecting books for transcrip- 
tion into Braille, and also to note that 
several of the Thomas More Book Club 
selections are now in the process of 
transcription. 
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I Remember Maynooth 
Neil Kevin BOW, rev. & enl., $1.75 


Reviewed by J. C. Lehane, C.M., 
DePaul University. 


Even if it were not the largest ecclesi- 
astical college in the world with its roll- 
call of 600 students, Maynooth would 
still be one of the most important semi- 
naries in the Church because it has 
supplied so many priests to the English- 
speaking world. In 1945 Maynooth Col- 


lege observed the 150th anniversary of 


its foundation by the reluctant grace of 
an Act of Parliament passed in London 
in 1795. As part of that celebration, 
Father Kevin produced this revised and 
enlarged edition of his book of memories 
which he had published some years ago 
under a pen name. 

The opening chapter gives an inter- 
esting sketch of the history of May- 
nooth during its first 150 years. For one 
of the paradoxes of Irish history is that 
its famous seminary should owe its ex- 
istence to the British government and 
its support and enlargement to the Brit- 
ish treasury. Father Kevin relates how 
the Irish Bishops cleverly played upon 
England’s fear of the French Revolution 
to force her to found the ‘Popish’ Col- 
lege in Kildare. 

With sly humor, nostalgic affection, 





“CROSS” PHILOSOPHY 
The Wisdom of God 

Fidelis Rice, C.P. McMullen, $1.75 
An error in principle naturally results in 
a false conclusion. Father Rice in this 
book looks at our modern world and 
studies some general problems—uncer- 
tainity, indifference, defeatism—in the 
light of a principle that is rather con- 
sistently disregarded today. The fact 
that God has willed that our world be 
saved through the cross is not widely 
recognized. Most of our efforts to save 
ourselves omit or neglect this funda- 
mental principle. Father Rice unfolds 
for us this necessary “Cross Philoso- 
phy” and applies this principle to our 
lives. 

These chapters are adaptations of 
articles previously published in The 
Sign. Bishop Joseph E. McCarty, Port- 
land, Maine, has written the foreword. 
The reading of this pleasing book 
should increase our knowledge of the 
Cross of Christ and encourage us to live 
according to its design. 

—Conell Dowd, C.P., Ph.D. 


and sometimes with gentle irony Father 
Kevin describes the daily schedule of 
the Maynooth student, his studies, dis- 
ciplinary problems, recreations and dis- 
appointments. In the author’s student 
days Maynooth seems to have been a 
sort of ecclesiastical West Point. There 
are some vivid portraits or character 
sketches of the more famous Faculty 


‘ members such as Father Coffey, whose 


texts on philosophy are widely used in 
the United States, and the rather 
forbidding Monsignor MacCaffrey, for 
many years President of Maynooth. 
Father Kevin also pays a kindly tribute 
to the Vincentian Fathers who have 
charge of the spiritual direction of the 
students there. 

Father Kevin goes out of his way to 
explain that Canon Sheehan’s hero, 
Luke Delmege, is by no means a typical 
Maynooth honors student. To the Amer- 
ican reader who may wonder at this 
digression all that can be said here is 
that the relationship between the fa- 
mous Irish author and his alma mater 
was not happy. But that is a story in 


itself. 
x «Ke OX 
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Spiritual 

Any Saint to Any Nun 

sel. & ar. a Benedictine of Stanbrook Kenedy, $2.00 
An “anthology of spiritual directions,” these 
translations of choice enunciations on the sub- 
ject of nuns and the interior life, by the real 
experts thereof—the saints and blesseds from 
the‘Ages of Faith to St. Therese of Lisieux. 
A felicitous harmonization of many schools of 
Spirituality that reveals their fundamental 
agreement; distinguished by inspired common- 
sense and sweet reasonableness. Notable is the 
incidence of quotations from the first “legion- 
aries of Christ,” who as pioneers of Chris- 
tianity actually originated the literature of 
spirituality. Only grievances: The book is too 
short; it would have been nicer to have the 
references accompany the letters, instead of 
“securely kenneled in the rear.” 

A—E —M.E.E. 


Breviloquium 
St. Bonaventure (tr. Erwin E. Nemmers) 


Herder, $3.00 


Clarence McAuliffe, S.J., in Catholic Review 
Service: “. . . more than a catechism... it 

. enunciates the truths that should be 
believed and held, but also gives reasons why 
they should be accepted. . . . St. Bonaventure 
takes for granted that this readers are ac- 
quainted with proofs from the Councils, Holy 
Scripture, tradition, and so on. 

“|. . more than a dogmatic textbook be- 
cause it multiplies proofs from theological 
reasoning and develops them more profoundly 
than such books do... .” 

A—F—REV (p. 168, Vol. 5). 
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Cobble Stones of Galilee 

Rev. Leo Murphy Salvatorian, $2.00 
Series of little chapters or ferverinos on differ- 
ent episodes from the history of the Holy 
Family, Easy, simple reading, perhaps helpful 
in realizing the abiding significance of the 
Scripture story, but, generally speaking, pretty 
trite. 

A—SAT 


Designs for Christian Living 

Peter Michaels S & W, $2.50 
The Catholic World: “If I were a bishop or 
the head of an educational system, I would 
try to make this book known to everybody 
within my jurisdiction. 

“The particular value of the book .. . it 
relates fine ideals to the lives of ordinary peo- 
ple. . . . The reader is called on to face the 
fact that to be a Christian in the world of 
today is a heroic vocation... .” 

A—F—REV (p. 30) 


Give This Man Place 

Msgr. Hugh F. Blunt Bruce, $2.50 
Condensed from BOT review by Ann Cyr: 
“" . . new life of St. Joseph, written for ‘the 
man in the pew’.... We often think of Joseph 
as an old man... a mere figurehead in the 
Holy Family. Whereas, St. Jerome and other 
teachers of the Church maintain that at the 
time of his espousal with Mary, he was a 


young man, perhaps under 40... . The diffi- - 


cult and exacting work that God had planned 
for him called for the utmost in mental and 
physical vitality. . . . We have in this book 
a picture of a young, strong and vigorous man, 
the real head of a real Family. It is the 
author’s hope that more people, becoming 
aware of the tremendous intercessory power 
wielded by St. Joseph in Heaven will have 
greater recourse to this saint, old as the Church 
itself.” 
A—HS—REC 


God’s Ambassadress 


Helen M. D. Redpath Bruce, $3.00 
The Sign: “. . . St. Bridget of Sweden . 
1303-1373 . . . scholarly account of a woman 


whose ascendant quality was her blind obedi- 
ence and trust in her revelations and her con- 
fessor. A remote figure in a medieval tap- 
as 

A—HS—F 


The Life of Christ 

Giuseppe Ricciotti (tr. Alba I, Zizzamia) Bruce, $7.50 
The Sign: “. . . solidly scientific, scrupulously 
critical. . . . Abbot Ricciotti is one of those 
rare scholars who unite precision of thought, 
scientific exactness, and scrupulous documen- 
tation with an engaging, charming, simple, fa- 
cile expression. . . .” 

A—E 


Our Lady of Fatima 
William Thomas Walsh Mac, $2.75 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Transcript: 
“. .. much superior to [Our Lady of Light] 
. orderly . . . better written . . . the 


account of the apparitions is admirably han- 
dled. . . . Every Catholic should know the 
details of this extraordinary happening, and 
Mr. Walsh’s book supplies these succinctly, 
clearly, reverently but not uncritically ... 
the best thing to date on the subject... .” 
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Harold C, Gardiner in America: “. . . The 
particular charm of Dr. Walsh’s book is the 
simplicity with which he tells the story of 
the children and of the great events centered 
around them... .” 

A—HS—REC 


The Peacemaker Who Went to War 

John Mathias Haffert Scapular, $2.50 
“The Life of Blessed Nun Alvarez Pereira, 
Precursor of Our Lady of Fatima. Principally 
from Writings by Elizeo Battaglia and the 
Rev. Gabriel N. Pauseback, O. Carm.” 
The Magnificat: “. . . Blessed Nuno’s life 
makes a stirring story, filled with the clash of 
arms and shouts of challenge, with knightly 
deeds, with victories won through unfailing 
trust in God and Our Lady no matter how 
desperate the struggle... .” 

A—F 


The Redemption of Israel 
John Friedman S & W, $2.00 


The Catholic World: “, . . Friedman, a South 
African convert from Judaism, hears in Israel’s 
misery a cry for the Redeemer . . . thinks 
he has discovered a dialectical process in Jew- 
ish history, evolving in cycles. He sees three 
epochs . . . sin, punishment, salvation. . . . 

“.. . He gives himself fervently to a sub- 
ject he has studied but superficially, and he 
writes with little care... .” 

A—F(WR) 


The Religious and Catholic-Action 
Rev. Stephen Anderl & Sr. Ruth, F.S.P.A. 


St. Rose, $1.50 
From BOT review by Rev. Albert Ryan, O.P., 
Dominican House of Studies, River Forest: 
“, .. a valuable book . . . doctrinally sound 
.. . does not confine itself to theory but also 
gives considerable advice of a practical sort 
. . . first 70 pages explain in detail the rela- 
tion of religious to Catholic-Action, followed 
by 100 very important pages containing papal 
episcopal letters on the subject—authentic 
sources not easily obtainable in English. The 
final 45 provide a useful outline for course 


of study of C-A. .. . good bibliography .. . 
deserves wide circulation among all Re- 
ligious. . . .” 

A—REC 


The Spirit of Christ 

Father James, O.F.M. Newman, $2.50 

Dominicana: “, . . author has caught the 
spirit of God by which our divine Lord lived 
His life and by considering some of the more 
important and memorable events in the life of 
Christ he shows us the workings of this spirit 
in the Savior’s soul... . 

“.. . Meditation on the life and person of 
Jesus ‘Christ is stressed. . . .” 

A—F 


Teresa, John, and Therese 


Fr. Brice, C.P. Pustet, $4.00 
The Sign: “. . . especially rich and thought- 
ful. . . . Father Brice’s aim is not to probe 


mystical theology but rather to place simul- 

taneously in juxtaposition the virtues, doc- 

trines, and practices of this saintly trio. . . .” 
A—FAV 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


A Testimonial to Grace 
Avery Dulles S & W, $1.50 
Sacred Heart Messenger: “A classic of its 
kind . . . deserving of a very wide circulation 
. written with a marvelous clarity of ex- 
pression and with a moving sincerity.” 


Testing The Spirit 
Felix D. Duffey, C.S.C. Herder, $2.00 
The Catholic World: “. . . written for priests 
holding the responsible office of Master of 
Novices by one who has “learned the job” in 
the school of experience, prayer and study... .” 
A—F—REV (p. 52) 


Theology and Sanity 
F. J. Sheed S & W, $3.00 


Orate Fratres: “. . . should not be mistaken for 
a representative popularization of the theolog- 
ical field. What it does it does well, and often 
brilliantly. . . . The teacher will have to sup- 
plement considerably. .. . 

“ |. we could wish the author had been less 
vehement in his rejection of the imagination’s 
role in theology. . . . Intellectualism in theol- 
ogy can become the greater danger... . 

“Despite our criticisms . . 
portant formative books for Catholics in our 
day . . . might well be made obligatory read- 
ing in every seminary.” 


The Catholic World: “. . . an important book 
. . . fascinating style... . precision of thought 
. . . fresh approach to old truths . . . a thrill- 
ing and most profitable experience. .. . 

“ . . one cannot restrain his admiration for 
the great faith, the deep understanding, the 
true courage and the thrill of adventure that 
must have motivated the production of this 
significant work... . 

“|. in a book of this magnitude to insist 
upon perfection would be merely captious and 
entirely arbitrary . . . highly recommended to 
all . . . down to the High School senior.” 

A—E—REC—REV—p. 127, Vol. S. 


This Age and Mary 

Michael O’Carroll, C.S.Sp. Newman, $2.50 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Transcript: 
“ .. an Irish Father of the Holy Ghost gives 
us a series of crisp, sensible, thoughtful, edify- 
ing essays describing and analyzing the present 
state of the world, indicating the proper Chris- 
tian attitude. .. .” 

A—REC 


This Tremendous Lover 

M. Eugene Boylan, O.C.R. Newman, $3.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . Not so lucid as the 
writings of the French who have influenced 
the author, nor so moving as the writings of 
his favorite, the Portuguese Father Thomas of 
Jesus, the text has, nevertheless, a drive all its 
own ... the use of quotation is supremely 
successful. . . . The quotations from the Scrip- 
tures are perfectly chosen. .. .” 

A—E—REV—p. 31. 


The Three Ages of the Interior Life 
R. Garrigou-Lagrange, O.P. (tr. Sr. Timothea Doyle) 
Herder, Vol. I, $5.00 


Dominicana: “. . . not a text for ascetical and 





.one of the im-’ 
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The Greatest Story 


The Life of Christ 
Giuseppe Ricciotti (tr. Alba I. Zizzamia) 
Bruce, $7.50 


Reviewed by Richard T. Murphy, O-P., 
Ph.D., S.S. Prolyta. 


For drama and pathos, nothing can 
equal the life of Christ. When told by 
an amateur the greatness of the story 
overcomes the deficiencies of the teller. 
When related by a competent scholar 
well versed in ancient lore and well 
aware of modern scholarly contributions 
to the story, it assumes a dignity and a 
grandeur that leaves one breathless. 


Woven into the fabric of this story of 
Christ is an amazing amount of perti- 
nent information. The critical introduc- 
tory chapters consider the geography 
of the land, that succession of evil kings 
we know as the Herods, the Roman 
procurators, the sects of the Jews, the 
Temple and its Priesthood, the Sanhe- 
drin and the Synagogue, the gospels as 
trustworthy documents, the chronology 
of Christ’s life. The weaving has been 
artfully and skillfully done, particularly 
in the case of the history of the ration- 
alistic interpretations of the life of 
Christ. 

Then follows the “Life” proper. 
Father Ricciotti brings to it a gift for 
clear exposition, a sure judgment, and 
an appreciation of the real difficulties. 
My conclusion from his book was that 
the only satisfying, realistic, and sensi- 
ble picture of Christ is that of the Cath- 
olic Church. Her prudence, and that of 
sane scholarship, has been vindicated 
again and again. 

This latest English life of Christ—a 
translation from the Italian—should 
meet with warm welcome from both the 
clergy and the laity. Father Ricciotti 
now joins the ranks of scholars like 
Grandmaison, Prat, and Pére Lagrange, 
to all of whom his debt is not inconsid- 
erable. 





mystical theologians, although it will certainly 
prove useful to them; it is for all who love— 
or want to love—God .. . he shows his prac- 
tical wisdom, his ability to get to the point 
quickly, and his magnificent capability as a di- 
rector of souls . . . translation is clear, read- 
able, and faithful to the original. . . .” 

The Commonweal: “. . . excellent transla- 
tion by a Dominican nun of Garrigou-La- 
grange’s great work on the Interior Life. . . . 

“ . , the thesis . . . is precisely . . . that 
the mystical life is in the normal line of 
Christian development . . . that the life of 
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ON CERTITUDE 

St. Thomas and Epistemology 

Louis-Marie Regis,O.P. Marquette U., $1.50 
Father Louis-Marie Regis, director of 
the Institute of Mediaeval Studies, Uni- 
versity of Montreal, delivered the cus- 
tomary Aquinas Lecture at Marquette 
University in 1946. In this brief lecture, 
Pére Regis considers the problem of 
Epistemology. He contents himself with 
the mere statement of this problem. 

The position of Descartes, Kant, the 
neo-Thomists and the traditional Thom- 
ists are outlined. While Pére Regis of- 
fers no solution to the problem, he 
emphatically rejects the idealism of 
Descartes and Kant. He disagrees with 
the neo-Thomists in their interpretation 
of St. Thomas, though he insists that 
the solution is contained in the works 
of St. Thomas. Ample notes are pro- 
vided for the exposition of the opinions 
of Descartes and Kant. The objection 
and response method of presentation is 
used throughout the lecture. This study 
will be of real interest to students of 
philosophy. 

—Conell Dowd, C.P. 





grace is the necessary prelude to the life of 

glory. . . . There are two excellent chapters 

on spiritual sloth and retarded souls. . . .” 
A—E—REV (p. 10) 


The Sign: “. . . the mature summation of his 

lifetime of teaching. . . . All his exposition is 

directed toward elucidating that cardinal prin- 

ciple of Dominican spirituality, namely, that 

infused contemplation is the normal culmina- 

tion of the fervent soul’s dedication to God.” 
A—EXC—REC 


The Way of Perfection 
St. Teresa of Avila 
(tr. Alice Alexander) Newman, $2.75 


First American edition of an authentic classic 
on prayer. A harmonization of various Span- 
ish editions, this idiomatic English rendering 
succeeds magnificently in transmitting the ini- 
mitable spirit of the great Mystic. Though 
written at the request of her Avila Carmelites, 
the treatise is crucially important for all who 
want to know how te pray. The description of 
mental and vocal prayer has never been im- 
proved upon, and the meditations on the Our 
Father is one of the glories of spiritual litera- 
ture. Besides, it is a disarming, breathtaking 
revelation of the essential character of this 
saint-among-saints. Throughout it is Teresa 
the sinner and the struggler confiding to her 
Sisters; a characteristic obiter dictum is “I’ve 
been through it and I know.” It is the fruit of 
her own experience, and worth heeding. 


—M. E. E. 
Whereon to Stand 
John Gilland Brunini Harper, $3.00 
America: “. . . deserves recommendation to 


the intelligent layman, Catholic or not, who is 
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The Beauties of Maine 


Happy the Land 
Louise Dickinson Rich 
We Summer in Maine 
Nathaniel J. Hasenfus Sagadahoc, $3.00 
Reviewed by Richard Butler, O.P. 
(erstwhile New Englander ). 


There’s a lot to be said for the State of 
Maine, its rich primitive beauty and 
natural incentive to the good life. Louise 
Dickinson Rich and Nathaniel Hasen- 
fus have tried to articulate the breath- 
less mutterings of Vacationland’s vol- 
uble Chamber of Commerce. Both have 
succeeded according to their particular 
purpose and talent for expression, and 
a comparison of their works would seem 
to be out of order. 

Louise Dickinson Rich first visited 
the beautiful and isolated Rangeley 
Lake section of Maine a dozen years 
ago. She fell in love with the land and 
its people, especially a self-expatriated 
city-dweller whom she marrried. To- 
gether they made a home and a family 
in the wilderness. Out of this experience 
came a best-seller entitled We Took to 
the Woods. After her husband’s sudden 
death, Mrs. Rich chose to remain with 
her children in the heart of her be- 
loved and adopted land. Her new book, 
Happy the Land, is filled with intimate 
reminiscences and reflections of past 
and present. 

In her inimitable style she narrates 
memorable episodes that would suffer 
the slow death of boring trivia on the 
typewriter of a  less-skilled author. 


Lippincott, $3.00 





serious about wanting an adult understanding 
of the only true religion. . . . 

“A layman writing to laymen, the author 
strives to eschew technical language, to illumi- 
nate his explanations with frequent bits of 
homely humor and anecdote, to avoid any ac- 
cents which might call up the atmosphere of 
classroom or pulpit. Everywhere the reader is 
addressed as a grown man... .” 

A—E 


Pamphlet Racks 
Every Pamphlet Rack should 
have the two Vocational Pamphlets 
Follow Me (for boys) and Follow 
Him (for girls). 
15c ea.; 12 for $1.50; 25 for 
$3.00; 50—$5.50; 100— 
$10.00, postpaid. 
Each pamphlet includes a de- 
scriptive directory of religious 
communities. 


Yankee Coast 

Robert P. Tristram Coffin Mac, $4.00 
Edward §S. Skillin in The Commonweal: “. . . 
Part of this often exciting study tells of the 
jobs. . . . Farming and fishing and hunting 
and odd jobs. ... 

“  . , There are so many good things to say 
about Maine that all Mr. Coffin can find to 
criticize is that the world outside is beginning 
to impinge upon it in the form of gas stations, 
chain stores and a general tendency to clear 
away forest wealth and hallowed homes. . . .” 

A—F 





Whether she writes of a forest fire or a 
Monday wash, Mrs. Rich creates and 
sustains compelling interest. She pos- 
sesses that rare literary gift of conver- 
sational simplicity and skillfully uses it 
to express her penetrating and compre- 
hensive vision of “The Little Things.” 

It is unfortunate that Mrs. Rich, in 
a natural environment for contempla- 
tion, cannot lift up mind and heart be- 
yond “the hope and happiness of the 
earth, engendered and fostered by 
(one’s) own experiences.” Her idea of 
wholeness (which we call holiness) is 
nothing other than “a knowledge of 
yourself.” She daily stands upon the 
threshold of manifest order and beauty; 
yet she does not cross into the full- 
ness of life by discovering their Cause. 
You will like the author (though you'll 
wish that some of her friends would join 
the Holy Name Society) and you will 
regret that her brilliance does not even 
reach the maturity of a Christian child 
when it comes to considering “The Big 
Thing.” 


* -« * 


Nathaniel Hasenfus is what Mrs. 
Rich would call an Outsider, a “sport,” 
a vacationer rather than a native of 
Maine. Yet, Dr. Hasenfus, a school- 
teaching Boston College graduate, can 
validly offer an indigenous claim to the 
land of timber and spray by reason of 
longevity and love. For 35 years he 
has been a summer resident of the 
Sagadahoc County region, and his va- 
cation memoir, We Summer in Maine, 
manifests an affectionate familiarity 
with the Maine land and people. 
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Monmouth, Illinois, 

We enclose check for renewal of 
six subscriptions to Books ON TRIAL. 

This is our fourth year with Booxs 

ON TRIAL and we have received im- 

measurable aid and inspiration through 

its pages. 

(Signed) Mary E. Hart 
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Arts and Letters 


An Autobiography—Anthony Trollope 


Intro. Bradford A. Booth U. of Cal., $3.75 


The Commonweal: “. . . this outspoken vol- 
ume is a little gold mine for anyone with an 
interest in the period.” 

A—F 
Bookman’s Pleasure 

Holbrook Jackson F S, $2.75 
The Commonweal: “. . . wonderfully nourish- 
ing... an anthology of quotations by authors 
about themselves . . . remarks about each other 
... @ literary biographer’s vade-mecum... .” 

A—F 
Catholic Library Practice 

ed. Brother David Martin,C.S.C, _U. Portland, $2.25 
Harold C. Gardiner in America: “. . . a series 
of paper—twenty . . . covering competently 
all phases of librarianship. . . . Rev. Stephen 
J. Brown, S.J. . . . National University of Ire- 
land . . . contributes the section on Catholic 
Bibliography. .. . 

“  . . the symposium is broad enough to in- 
clude a paper on the diocesan library and 
bookshop . . . (there are some 500 at pres- 
ent) . . .” [Note: Does he mean parish li- 
braries? There are only 130 dioceses and arch- 
dioceses. —Ed. ] 

“. . quite definitely a contribution toward 
the improvement of Catholic influence in 
American letters.” 

A—FAV 
Churches of Old New England 

George Francis Marlowe 

(photographs Samuel Chamberlain) Mac, $3.75 
The Commonweal: “, . . architecture . . 
architects, their pastors and their people .. . 
photographs . . . are magnificent. . . .” 

A—F 
Clever Hands of the African Negro 

Wilfrid D. Hambly Associated, $2.65 


John LaFarge in The Commonweal: “...a 
peculiarly delightful little series of pictures of 
the mysteries of African craftsmanship; weav- 
ing, woodcarving, blacksmithing . . . musical 
instruments, leather working, etc. . . .” 

A—F 
The Correspondence of Sir Thomas More 

ed. Elizabeth Frances Rogers Princeton, $7.50 
America: “. . . an important book, though one 
that makes small bid for general interest .. . 
218 letters afford penetrating entrance to a 
great mind active in historic affairs. . . . 

“To students of More ... Mrs. Rogers’ ex- 
pert collection must come as rain in the 
desert... .” 

A—E(WR)—REV (p. 47) 
Fyodor Dostoevsky 

J.A.T. Lloyd Scribner, $3.50 
The Commonweal: “. . . we are rarely offered 
so sloppily written yet so pretentiously shoddy 


a biography.” 

A—DM 
Horace 

Alfred Noyes S & W, $3.50 
Rev. A. M. Fitzpatrick in Cleveland Universe- 
Bulletin: “. . . first in a series of Great Writ- 


ters of the World promised us by . . . Sheed 
and Ward. Lovers of literature and history are 
in for a rare treat when the series is com- 
pleted, readers of this volume will testify .. . 
teaders of this book will have Horace as 
friend for life... .” 

A—F 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Ibsen 

Brian W. Downs Cambridge, $3.25 
H. A. Reinhold in The Commonweal: “. . . 
not bad. A bit plodding, humorless and ram- 
bling, but it keeps its promise to give Ibsen’s 
intellectual. background . . . merits the atten- 
tion of all who want to take a flying trip 
through the intellectual world of nineteenth- 
century Europe... .” 

AWR 
Jacob’s Night: The Religious 

enascence in France 

Wallace Fowlie S & W, $1.50 
Vivian Mercier in The Commonweal seems to 
be of the opinion that most of Mr. Fowlie’s 
effort is nonsense. 

A—F(WR) 
Lady Gregory’s Journals 

ed. Lennox Robinson 
The Commonweal: “. . . memoirs of life in 
Dublin and on an estate . . . from 1916 to 
1930 recount the vigorous activities of a bril- 
liant yet wonderfully simple woman ... a 
long section dealing with the . . . Abbey 
Theater of which she was not only a founder 
but which she served as author, producer, 
critic, director and even leading lady . . . in- 
timate recollections of such figures in the 
Gaelic Revival as Synge, Yeats, Shaw and 
James Stephens... .” 

A—F 
Music in the Romantic Era 

Alfred Einstein Norton, $5.00 
Author’s aim: “To show how the Romantic 
Movement was manifested in music and how 
music affected the Romantic Movement.” In- 
cludes a fascinating analysis of 19th C. oper- 
atic development. 

A—F 
The Place of Splendor 

Jessica Powers Cosmopolitan, $2.00 
Anne Fremantle in The Commonweal: “. . . 
the best twentieth century poetry is Catholic, 
and . . . it is America which today is produc- 
ing all the best young Catholic poets... . 

“. . her second book of verse is a per- 
formance worthy the promise of her first .. . 
she is continually improving. .. .” 

A—HS—E—REV (p. 69) 
Rhymes and Verses, Collected Poems 
for Young People 


Mac, $3.00 


Walter De La Mare 
(il. Elinore Blaisdell) Holt, $3.00 
The Catholic World: “. . . Anyone who has 


enjoyed the lilting lines of ‘A Child’s Day,’ 
felt the loneliness of ‘Nicholas Nye’ or sensed 
the underlying appeal to the supernatural in 
‘The Three Beggars’ will appreciate the excel- 
lence of this work. . . .” 
A—HS—F—REV (p .32) 
Saints and Saint Makers of New Mexico 
E. Boyd Lab. of Anthropology, $5.00 
The Catholic World: “. . . a most interesting 
study. . . . The so-called santos of New Mex- 
ico, images of saints, some painted, some 
carved of wood . . . an important contribution 
to the study of American culture ... a de- 
lightful little book. . . .” 
A—F 
These Things Are Mine 
George Middleton 


America: “. . . autobiography . 


Mac, $5.00 
. . George 


Middleton is certainly not a vivid character. 
...A playwright .. . he worked energetically 
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and traveled extensively while building an or- 
ganization to improve the bargaining position 
of authors . . . has met incredible numbers of 
people . . . less autobiographical than histori- 
cal . . . has lived through forty-five years of 
theatrical history which he helped to make .. . 
an interesting, if not an exciting, life ...a 
temperate, tolerant and inquiring man.” 
A—SAT 


Two Worlds of Music 

Berta Geissmar Creative Age, $3.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . two worlds... 
Furtwangler . . . 1921 to 1935, and Beecham, 
1936 to 1945 . . . will well reward the con- 
cert goer who harbors an ounce of curiosity 
about what goes on besides the performance.” 

A—F 





Gen. Excerpts 
(Continued from page 90) 
talk, throws light—helpful if indirect—upon 
more than one towering figure and upon sev- 
eral momentous questions. What reader is not 
acutely interested in candid close-ups of Car- 
dinals O’Connell, Merry del Val, Gasparri, 
Hayes, Mundelein, Dougherty; of the Cardi- 
nals elevated in 1946, Spellman, Stritch, Moo- 
ney, Glennon, and of the man who used to 
be Cardinal Pacelli!” 
A—HS—F—REV (>. 129, Vol. V) 


Storm Center 
J. Walker McSpadden DM, $3.00 


America: “. . . charming biographical novel 

about Andrew Johnson, the seventeenth Presi- 

dent . . . delightfully quaint, homey style. . . .” 
A—HS—REC 


The Struggle for the World 


James Burnham Day, $3.00 


Riley Hughes in Columbia: “. . . two main 
arguments: (1) that for the immediate future 
Western Civilization can be saved from an- 
nihilation only by a World Empire holding 
absolute monopoly of atomic and similar 
weapons, for “world government” is feasible in 
the next few years only on coercive terms; 
(2) that the Soviet Union has already entered 
the preliminary stages of the Third World War 
for the purpose of obtaining what is now for 
the first time technically possible, world con- 
ON 2 

“. . . it will almost certainly be among the 
most discussed books to be published this year 
. . . few will be willing to accept the harsh 
implications of the whole logical fabric. . . .” 
The Sign: “. . . a timely book, written by a 
man with unusual knowledge of the nature of 
Communism. It should be read and studied by 
all who are eager to know why we still await 
the much-desired peace.” 

A—F (WR) 


Successful Part-Time Farming 

Haydn S. Pearson Whittlesey, $3.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . factors [that] should 
be emphasized in the purchase of a part-time 
farm .. . presents the project from an ex- 
tremely practical viewpoint. . . .” 

A—F 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
Thinking It Over 
Thomas F. Woodlock McMullen, $3.00 
C B C. Newsletter: “, . . Certainly no com- 
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mentator in the field of American journalism 
deserves more attention. . . . Perhaps the most 
exciting feature of the collection is its con- 
creteness . . . principles . . . are applied direct- 
ly to concrete cases . . . an informal history 
of modern thought.” 

A—MSO—REC—REV (p. 191, Vol. V) 


The Catholic World: “. . . Due to his logically 
trained, well-ordered mind one of the most 
satisfying attributes of Thomas Woodlock as 
a writer or speaker was his ability to develop 
his topic concisely and completely. . . . 

“... his was an examining mind and it gave 
attention to the honest ideas of thinking men, 
whether or not he could agree with them. 
Only in the eternal verities was he inflexible. 

“.. , a stout believer in the principles of 
democracy . . . some of his most telling edi- 
torials . . . deal with the upholding of our 
democratic institutions. He inveighed against 
all forms of political opportunism, as well as 
against that ‘noxious brew,’ totalitarianism. . .” 

A—E—REC—REV—». 191, Vol. 5 


The Third Way 


Stuart Cloete Mifflin, $3.50 
Chicago Tribune: “. . . ‘There are three inter- 
nationals today .. . the Kremlin . . . the Vati- 
can... finance. .. . The Vatican is allied to 


finance, and tacitly, against its will as it were, 
to fascism. It was openly against communism, 
which inevitably made it pro-fascist before 
the war.’ 

“Alas, so was I and so am [I still. And if 
that makes me a Fascist, by the same token is 
Mr. Cloete a Communist, because he is anti- 
fascist... . 

“, . the third way is what he terms the 
militant center between reaction and revolu- 
tion. It would seem that the militant center’s 
home is in the Kremlin. . . .” 

A—U 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 

This Is My Story 

Louis Francis Budenz Whittlesey, $3.00 
The Catholic World: “. . . It’s a mystery 
story, an up-to-date thriller that dispenses 
with cloak and dagger, but makes us aware 
of sinister figures with secret orders and forged 
documents, of midnight meetings and rapidly 
changing aliases, of periodic disappearances 
and a technique of lying, treachery and 
smear... .” 


honest, 
. deserves to 


Riley Hughes in Columbia: “. 
painstakingly -unsensational . 
be read... .” 


Catholic Review Service: “. . . He ends his 
Preface with these words: ‘It is in fervent 
gratitude to the Mother of God, Mary of the 
Magnificat, that I give testimony to the truth, 
acknowledging that but for her amazing as- 
sistance I would not tonight close my eyes 
with the sign of the Cross in that peace which 
the world cannot give.’.. .” 
A—E—REC—REV—+}. 197, Vol. 5 


Thomas Edward Shields 


Justine Ward 


Theodore Maynard in The 


Scribner, $3.50 
Commonweal: 


“It is good to see this admirable biography 
. as he comes to life again in Mrs. Ward’s 
pages, one cannot but feel that the Catholic 


University . . . has never had one who was a 
greater man. 

“  . . the story of his early life is very 
moving. ... 

“|. it was due to him that the Catholic 
Sisters College was founded, that the Catholic 
University summer school began its fruitful 
work, and that a revolutionary series of text- 
books was published virtually single- 
handed and on a shoestring. . . . 

“Mrs. Ward . . . a very remarkable teacher, 
was closely associated with Father Shields and 
so is well-equipped for the writing of this 
fully documented account of a life of dogged 
heroism... .” 

Three Short Novels 

Vercors L B, $2.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . as a writer he has a 
lot more in his favor than merely being on the 
right side . . . studies in human breakdown, 
case histories of the moral folding-up that 
becomes a national characteristic in a beaten, 
imprisoned nation... .” 

A—MSO—F(WR) 

Tides from the West 

Chiang Monlin Yale, $3.50 
The Catholic World: “. . . might well be 
called the autobiography of an educator... 
important as a contribution to our understand- 
ing of China... .” 

A—SAT 
The Tin Flute 

Gabrielle Roy R-H, $3.00 


John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “.... There is 
much that is awkward and tedious in Miss 
Roy’s meandering and badly accentuated re- 
cital. . . . Nonetheless . . . authenticity .. . 
honesty . . . poignancy, and a universality 
which makes it absorbing as one reads and 
haunting when one has done. . . .” 

A—SAT (WR) 
Tory Radical 

Cecil Driver Oxford, $5.00 
The Commonweal: “. . . career of a middle 
class campaigner for labor legislation in early 
nineteenth century England (“King” Oastler) 

. an engrossing and finely written tale... . 
Sympathy, detachment, vivid description, well 
articulated narrative, and keen analysis keep 
one’s attention fixed. .. .” 

A—SAT 


MENCKEN, ARCH-SCOFFER 


Treatise on the Gods 
H. L. Mencken Knopf, $3.50 


Once the idol of a horde of semi-imbecile 
readers, writers and alleged critics, the quon- 
dam “sage” of Baltimore has been outdistanced 
by many modern scoffers. Nevertheless, he is 
still in sufficient demand among those who 
revel in blasphemies and anti-clericalisms to 
warrant a reprinting of his Treatise, and it can 
do much harm. 

“The profoundest truths of the Middle 
Ages,” he said in his Criticism of America, 
“are now laughed at by schoolboys. .. .” 
(1922). That’s an index to his perceptions. 

Anti-clerical rather than skeptical, his re- 
vival by the publishers at this time is not 
without significance. 

A—DIS —J.C.T. 


Total War and the Constitution 
Edward S. Corwin Knopf, $2.50 


The Sign: “. . . five lectures delivered . . . at 
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the University of Michigan. . . . The impact of 
total war upon our constitutional rights and 
especially upon our National Government is 
revealed by a marshalling of cases and inci- 
dents, quite unlike anything hitherto available 
as a study of Constitutional Law. . . . Corwin 
says of President Roosevelt’s remarkable ad- 
dress making peremptory demands upon Con- 
gress in 1942: ‘The message of September 7 
can only be interpreted as a claim of power on 
the part of the President to suspend the Con- 
stitution in a situation deemed by him to 
make such a step necessary. . . . He was sug- 
gesting, if not threatening, a virtually com- 
plete suspension of the Constitution.’ ” 
A—REC 


The Trial of Soren Qvist 


Janet Lewis Doubleday, $ 


John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Transcript: 

Ky . excellently written new version of a 

Danish legend. . . . Mrs. Lewis has done ex- 

tremely well with an unusual subject.” 
A—F 


20th Century Congress 

Estes Kefauver DS &P, $3.00 
America: “Mr. Kefauver is a member of the 
House of Representatives from Tennessee. His 
materials are drawn from life under the big 
dome. 

“The real merit of the book lies .. . in 
the graphic description . . . where we get an 
inside view of Congress... . 

‘People should interest themselves in mod- 
ernizing Congress.” 

A—SAT 


The United States at War 
Committee on Records of 

War Administration G PO, $1.00 
The Sign: “. . . one of a series of studies now 
being conducted by Federal agencies on war- 
time activities . . . an over-all account of a 
nation going to war and of the measures taken 
to bring final victory.” 


A—SAT 
Vermilion 

Idwal Jones P-H, $3.00 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: “. . . there is 


not a single genuine human being in the lot, 
and all their doings are remarkably uninter- 
esting. The one distinction . . . that it is an 
‘historical’ novel that can be said to be free 
of the taint of sensationalism.” 

A—SAT (WR) 


The Way of the South 
Howard W. Odum Mac, $3.00 


Saturday Review of Literature: “. . . as Dr. 
Odum sees it, there could be no real equilib- 
rium of white and negro . . . short of a redis- 
tribution of the Negro throughout the nation. 
.. . ‘The South could not and would not give 
the Negro equal opportunity. The North could 
not and would not .. . do what it insisted the 


South must do’... the points . . . the author 
makes are remarkably persuasive. . . .” 
A—F 
The Wayward Bus 
John Steinbeck Viking, $2.75 


J. C. Lehane, C.M., in The Vincentian: “. 

Time labeled The Wayward Bus as cheap and 
second-rate fiction... . The New Yorker said 
that the sex angle was overdone. . . . Henry 
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Seidel Canby was quite cagey in The Book-of- 
the-Month Club News. But Harrison Smith in 
The Saturday Review of Literature went all 
out for the book... .” 

A—DIS 


The Weather of the Heart 

Daphne Athas A-C, $2.75 

Nancy Lenkeith in The Commonweal: “.. . 
a truly creative piece of fiction, a good and 
successful minor work . . . a first novelist. . . . 
Her expressive capacity . . . makes up for a 
basic structural weakness in the plot, and for 
a complete lack of humor.” 

AWR 
What Ails Mankind? 

Gustave Thibon S W, $1.75 
The Sign: “. . . probes the body social to 
diagnose the diseases which are threatening its 
continued existence . . . nothing superficial. 
... A thoughtful reading of this book will 
provide a satisfying experience. . . .” 

A—F 
The Wild Yazoo 

John M. Meyers Dutton, $3.00 
New World, Chicago: “. . . undistinguished 
.. . best described as drug-store fiction .. . 
a waste of time and a malignant growth on 


the body of modern fiction. . . .” 
A—DIS 


Wind Across the World 
Dorothy Graham Putnam, $2.75 


The Catholic World: “, . . three decades in 
the lives of a few Anglo-American families in 
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Shanghai’s International Settlement ... a 
framework for the author’s compassionate de- 
lineation of China and her people during a 


crucial period . . . just before the turn of the 
last century. .. .” 

A 
The Wise in Heart 

Nancy Kendall Crowell, $2.75 


From BOT review by Marie Faust: “. . . 
pioneering spirit that characterized the early 
settlers of the Northwest . . . had long since 
disappeared from the fashionable second- and 
third-generation families of this novel. .. . 
Dean family dominated by a matriarch who 
tries and succeeds frequently in running and 
ruining the lives of all around her, a woman 
vicious and mean. . . . The characters .. . 
are for the most part disagreeably real . . . 
usually sunk in quagmires of emotion and 
obscenity, for their scope of pleasure rests 
with the senses. Monica, the one exception, 
and represented as Catholic, has a fine sense 
of personal loyalty, but her philosophical and 
moral concepts are sickly and un-Cath- 
Oe nex” 

A—U 
Without Seeing the Dawn 

Stevan Javellana L B, $2.75 
The Commonweal: . first novel by a 
Philippine writer of the new Philippine Re- 
public. Peasants of all varieties, water-buffalos, 
lust, and the Japanese war horrors abound. 
Mr. Javellana has attempted a ‘Good Earth’ 
for his native islands. . . . Probably .. . 
shows an accurate picture .. . of the average 


“ 





Philippine farmer, but the events seem some- 
what trumped up... .” 
AWR 


The World of Dreams: An Anthology 


ed. Ralph I. Woods Random, $5.00 
Chicago Tribune: “. . . a new kind of an- 
thology . . . scholarly, informative, thought- 


provoking . . . a book about dreams... 
edited so sagaciously that, despite the fact that 
214 men have contributed to it, one can read 
it as a continuous work, without skipping, and 
without any flagging of one’s interest... .” 

A—F10 
Yank—tThe GI Story of the War 

“Vank’’ Staff DS & P, $5.00 
Paul Kiniery in America: “Some of the pic- 
tures appeared in . . . The Best from Yank, 
but the articles are new . . . eighty-seven . . . 
in all; each one drives home a message. The 
flavor of war is here; these men knew what 
they were writing about.” 


A—SAT 
The Year of Stalingrad 

Alexander Werth Knopf, $6.00 
America: “. . . long, frequently rambling ac- 


count of the sanguinary and awe-inspiring 
events of the 1942 and early 1943 . . . he has 
been’ extremely sympathetic toward Russia in 
his reporting of that country. . . . The pecu- 
liar emphasis put upon a campaign of hatred 
toward the enemy . . . leaves the Christian 


reader . . . somewhat shocked by the cold, 
calculated fury of it... .” 
A—DM 
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A New Publishing House 
ANNOUNCES ITS FIRST BOOK 


A CATHOLIC READER 











Edited by CHARLES A. BRADY 


A CATHOLIC READER is a personalized anthology which 
stresses the delightful side of the Catholic mind in life 
and letters. It offers itself as a perfect bed table book to 
the civilized reader who prizes the perennial values, but 
does not think any the less of them for being expressed 
with wit and grace. The range of selection is extremely 
wide. There is something here for every taste: for the po- 
litically minded, Heywood Broun on Al Smith; for the 
mystery fan, a Mrs. Belloc Lowndes study in murder; for 
the short-story fancier, two of Maurice Baring’s little mir- 
acles of style and tender irony. 


Past and present are represented in almost equal pro- 
portions. Sir Thomas Malory is complemented by Evelyn 
Waugh; satirist Dryden by satirist Belloc; eighth century 


Ready October 10 ° ° 


monkish lyrist by the 1947 winner of the Pulitzer Prize for 
poetry. Clare Boothe Luce writes trenchantly on divorce, 
Chesterton humorously on pigs, Monsignor Ronald Knox 
brilliantly and affectionately on the Crib. The connois- 
seur is likely to prize most highly Wiiliam Roper’s life of 
his father-in-law, Thomas More, reprinted here in its en- 
tirety and available nowhere else in single volume form. 


Charles A. Brady, editor of A CATHOLIC READER, is one 
of the better known young literary critics of the present 
day. The author of numerous critical articles, at the pres- 
ent moment he is Professor of English Literature at Can- 
isius College, Buffalo, and regular book reviewer for THE 
NEW YORK TIMES and AMERICA. He conducts a weekly 
book column for the BUFFALO EVENING NEWS. 


At your bookstore ° ° $3.50 


DESMOND and STAPLETON 


SEVEN SENECA STREET 


BUFFALO 3, N. Y. 
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THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
ADOPTS NEW PLAN- - --1948 MODEL 


During the past year, we followed the traditional book+club plan of free dividends—to’ be given after a fixes 
number of books had been taken. To afford members a wider choice, we also offered Dual Selections (two 
books), on which a larger saving was given IMMEDIATELY on purchase, rather than LATER in the form of 
a free dividend. ' 


No Dividends Hereafter 


The preference of our members for the Dual Plan was so overwhelming that we have discontinued the 
dividend idea altogether. Hereafter, immediate reductions will be given on all books offered. 

Under this method, we will save the large expense of keeping dividend records on thousands of members, 
and WHAT WE SAVE, YOU GET, through lower prices. 

To meet legal requirements, purchase of four béoks during a year’s period qualifies you for the discounts 
allowed. Postage is additional. 


SEPTEMBER (7TH DUAL SELECTION ) 


IT WAS MARY, by Eleanor Arnett Nash SO! YOU WANT TO GET MARRIED, by Dorothy 

: Fremont Grant 
This is not—as some members thought—a story i An extraordinary book on all counts. The approach 
about Our Lady, but about another Mary we’re sure | —that of a successful author who is also a successful 
Our Lady would have liked. On the surface it’s the — wife and mother, who thinks the married vocation 


deserves youth-long preparation, and rates emotional 
immaturity as a major impediment to happy and holy 
the world. On a much deeper plane, it is a compas- marriage. ... The style—hard-hitting, direct, urgent— 
sionate and engrossing characterization of a valiant and what she thinks is humbug, she calls humbug. ... 
The application—for every growing-up girl and her 
brothers; for parents of future brides and grooms; 


tale of a washer-woman’s daughter who came up in 


woman, who lived her Faith bravely and quietly 


through days of stupefying tragedy. You will enjoy for priests, Sisters, Cana Conference workers, marriage 

this book, and cherish it, and go back to it for inspira- court officials. If you don’t fit into any of these classes, 

tion and entertainment much more than once. you ought to know someone who does—at least by 
Christmas-shopping time you will. 

(Regular Price, $2.75. Members’ Price, $2.20) (Regular Price, $2.50. Members’ Price, $2.00) 


An Additional Offering 


With these two, you may also have a third book, The Unspeakables, by Laverne Gay, a dazzling historical 
romance that missed deserved attention when published at the end of the War. It sets forth one of the most 
critical and dramatic chapters in European history and tells how one remarkable Catholic princess married to a 
Lombard Aryan (“Unspeakable”’) king conspired with Pope Gregory the Great to save Christianity from the 
barbarians. Excellent history—excellent romance, with sweeping style, sound learning, brisk dialog, a heroine 
as beautiful as she is brave. . (Regular Price, $3.00. Members’ Price, $1.50) 


No. 1. It Was Mary No. 2. So! You Want to Get Married No. 3. The Unspeakables 


You may have Nos. 1 & 2for . « . . . . . $3.95-- Saving 25% 
-.-.or Nos. 1&3for ... .. . . $3.40-- Saving 40% 
-.-.-or Nos 2&3for .. .. . . . $3.00-- Saving 36% 

Or, you may have all three (list price $8.25) for . $4.35 -- Saving 47% 


IN SENDING YOUR APPLICATION, PLEASE MARK THE COUPON TO SHOW WHAT YOU WANT SENT 


(Note: For October, there will also be three books—A Catholic Reader, by Charles A. Brady; Philosophy Without Tears, by 
Arthur Little; Mother Seton, An American Woman, by Leonard J. Feeney, S.J. Descriptions and individual. details will be sent 
sto Members in dur September Newsletter. ) 


THE THOMAS MORE BOOK SHOP, 220 W. Madison Street, Chicago 6, III. 


_. Enroll me in The Thomas More Book Club. I agree to buy not less than four books in a year. The purchase of four books 
qualifies me for the discounts you are to allow. You are to send Advance Descriptions of all Selections, and I may reject any of 
the books offered, so long as I buy four in a year. 























START my membership by sending All 3 September books __—_.. Send Ne, 1... Na 8 2 ee 
Send 1 & 2 -1&3 . > | —_—— 
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